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Promoting Vexillology in India:
A Journey from Education to
Monumental Flags and Beyond

Sanjeeva Rao & Gowtham
KAMBHAMPATI

(Dialogue Presentation)

Abstract

We are excited to share the journey of the Indian
Vexillological Association, which has grown from an
educational initiative into a driving force in a national
movement. Our efforts reflect the increasing interest
in flags across India, culminating in our participation
in the Har Ghar Tiranga campaign. We believe this
is the ideal moment to introduce vexillology more
prominently in India, and we share our vision for
achieving it.

School Exhibitions

The journey of the Indian Vexillological Association
(founded in 2002, joined FIAV in 2007) began with a
strong focus on education. In the first phase, we con-
ducted school exhibitions aimed at educating students
about the importance and significance of national
flags (figs. 1-3). These exhibitions were held in
1,000 schools across India, engaging not only stu-
dents and teachers but also attracting the attention of
bureaucrats and politicians. The key themes of these
exhibitions revolved around national pride, the histo-
ry of our flags, and their deep symbolism.

Figures 1-3. Students view exhibitions of flags and other national symbols.
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Figure 4. National flags of India over
time.
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The exhibitions featured a diverse array of exhibits,
including coins, currency, and stamps that highlighted
national symbols. A special focus was placed on dis-
playing national flags from various countries. Addi-
tionally, we provided in-depth information about the
evolution of Indian national flags during the freedom
struggle, the formation of the national emblem, and
the story of the maker of the Indian national flag.

These elements helped students gain a comprehensive
understanding of the importance of these symbols in
our history (figs. 4-6).
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Figure 5. Mr. Sri Mallu Bhatti
Vikramarka, Honorable Deputy Chief

Minister of Telangana State (then
Honorable Deputy Speaker).
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Figure 7. Naveen Jindal,

champion of the people’s right
to fly the national flag of India.
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Figure 6. Sri A. Giridhar, IAS, De-
fense Secretary (then District Collec-
tor of Khammam District) and Sri S.
S. Rawat, Personal Private Secretary
to Government of India (then Project
Director, District Rural Development
Agency, Khammam District).

Monumental Flags

Naveen Jindal (born 9 March 1970) is
an industrialist, philanthropist, politi-
cian, and sportsman. Beginning in
1992 he campaigned for the right of all
Indians to fly their national flag.
He took a legal case all the way to the
Supreme Court of India and finally
won a landmark judgment in 2004.
This began a new era of monumental
flags in India (fig. 7).
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Figure 10. Structure of the base of a
monumental flagpole.

s

~

RUERH -

Figure 8. Large flag flying at the
High Court of Andhra Pradesh.
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Figure 9. Proposed “wind garden” in

Hyderabad, Telangana, with a monu-
mental flag.

installation.

As we moved forward, the focus
shifted to promoting national pride
on a grander scale. In the second
phase, we initiated the installation
of monumental flags in key public
spaces across the country. These
large-scale flag installations were
not just about visual impact; they
were designed to foster a sense of
national pride and increase public
awareness of vexillology. We work-
ed closely with local communities
and government bodies to ensure
these installations became focal
points of national identity.

The visual impact of these monu-
mental flags has been profound.
They stand as towering symbols of
national pride, capturing the atten-
tion and admiration of the public.
As a result, we have seen a noticea-
ble increase in interest in flags and
vexillology. To illustrate this, we
have several successful case studies
from installations where the com-
munity’s response has been over-
whelmingly positive. These monu-
mental flags have not only enhanced
the landscape but have also sparked
a deeper connection to our national

symbols (figs. 8-9).

Our  monumental
flags are landmarks
of patriotism, giant
in size, operated by
a motorized mecha-
nism, and hoisted
full-time (24/7)
(figs. 10-13).
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Figure 11. Monumental flagpole
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Figure 12. Seamstresses making monumental
flags.
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Figure 14. Har Ghar Tiranga promotional image.
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Figure 13. Monumental flag of India.

The Har Ghar Tiranga Campaign

Initiated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in 2023,
the Har Ghar Tiranga (Tricolor in Every Home) cam-
paign is designed to foster a personal connection with
the national flag and promote collective nation-
building. Launched as part of the celebrations of the
country’s 75 years of independence, the campaign has
grown into a major people’s movement—in the past
two years, it has received overwhelming support and
participation: 50 million households hoisted flags
and 100 million flags were sold. (figs. 14-15).
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Figure 15. Har Ghar Tiranga selfie instructions.
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Figure 16. Tiranga Rallies: Local
bike, cycle, and car rallies that engage

various groups and state representa-
tives in the spirit of the Tiranga.
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Figure 19. Tiranga Melas: Festive
markets supporting local artisans with

stalls selling flags, merchandise, and
food.
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Figure 21. Tiranga Tributes: Special

programs to honor and remember our
bravehearts and freedom fighters.
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Figure 17. Tiranga Concerts: Large
public concerts featuring patriotic
music and the Tiranga Anthem to
foster a festive atmosphere.
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Figure 22. Tiranga Canvases: Set up

at event venues for people to write

messages like ‘Har Ghar Tiranga’ or

‘Jai Hind’ in the same ratio as the
national flag.

The 2024 Har Ghar Tiranga campaign includes
several exciting activities (figs. 16-23).
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Figure 18. Tiranga Yatras: Nationwide
events where people from all walks of
life come together to celebrate and
honor the national flag (Tiranga).
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Figure 20. Tiranga Runs: Runs and

marathons organized to celebrate the

national flag’s values leading up to
Independence Day.
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Figure 23. Tiranga Selfies: Partici-
pants are encouraged to take selfies
with the flag and share them on
social media with hashtags
#HarGharTiranga and #HGT2024.
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Y Our path forward includes proposing to host the Inter-
national Congress of Vexillology (ICV 32) in India in
BT R R T 2028 ] 2028 (fig. 24). This oppor-
tunity will not only boost
ﬁgij}ﬁﬂ—iﬁﬁfﬁﬂiﬁx (ICv32) (H awareness and involvement
A b ( ) in vexillology but also en-
24) - BAEA T AR ) gage international experts
WR?E’\]U\%D'—?Z}%E » TR S | [EFR \ and enthusiasts.  Hosting
— - ICV 32 will strengthen
TRMEIENSS © £IHCV 2R India’s position in the global
[e5] E[J EEAE S BRIER - Uk L ATL. - vexillological community.
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Figure 24. Proposed flag for ICV 32
in India.
. N Establishing the Global Heritage Cultural Center
b AVAS 22 9 (w5 i e VI
Another key initiative is to establish a Global
BTt B EER B ETT 2B b Heritage Cultural Centre in Hyderabad, featuring a
PN i comprehensive gallery of flags (fig. 25). Inspired by
Pl HARD R E RIS (] the Latin American Flags Gallery in Rosario, Argenti-
25) o Z iR EGE E AR 2E B R B B na, this center will showcase national, regional, and
. Wt pre-independence flags. It will serve as a valuable
TN TS - KRR S E R ~ HR resource for flag enthusiasts and researchers world-
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Figure 25. Proposed Global Heritage Cultural Center in Hyderabad.
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. A father-son duo, the Kambhampatis are advancing
RIS SO AEU T T HEsh B AR vexillology in India. The father, Sanjay, founded the
R o 4R 002401 T ENFEREIR Indian Vex1llolog1cal As§oc1at10n in 2002. He has

attended several international congresses of vexillolo-

e o i 2 XSNERERFEAS - LT e gy. The son, Gowtham, is instrumental in the fami-
o — . N ly’s monumental flag and flagpole business.
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