Proceedings of the 30th International Congress of Vexillology, Beijing, China, August 2024

IR Rz FERFEEAEN

XX

RS

E R E S AVPRERISRAE - TFHEBEZIEEEHA
TERKEZE™ - FHHAGUE R SHE
RALL - EEALYL - B S RS R B2
PDEBCESSUEARREMEE - MBLER - 7
ERPCG AT - BIRIE S ~ FRESTHRER
HIRATTE - FIBES - FRESEETHATERIM
LI - FHTRNARF R a2l fE - HER
MREEIHE RS EN -

R N B E IR - 2
AR T8 R R EAVE YRS > B
SEABUAEAVRO L E R - TS R E
W~ BEEE - iE - THETEAS EE - E
ZEE - ARZSHAAEN - — HHBEA
ARAN = IE AR CTA TR R R

BTN I IR =T T " ERT Tt
OG> WP E ~ THEE ~ THEEIESE
PTIAERTE > FHERN4RMT T - Z
J& > AR BEEHTHEMEURANE © T2 A
T E E A ERRFE ST - R X
EETHH T SO DT I L E PR EE FRAY T

F o ALK L EPRFFE T A T5E

B> PRSI 2 S TAEAIALE -

Flag-Raising Ceremonies for
International Events (such as
the Beijing Olympics)

ZHAO Xinfeng

Abstract

The national flag is the symbol of a country, and rais-
ing it while playing the national anthem represents the
dignity of the country. The flag-raising ceremony is a
significant and primary ritual of the Olympic Games,
embodying the politics and culture of the host country
beyond athletic achievements. From the welcoming
ceremonies, to the opening and closing ceremonies,
and to the medal-award ceremonies at the venues of
the Olympic and Paralympic Games, flag-raising runs
throughout, and its importance has always been high-
ly valued by the International Olympic Committee.

The most complex events among Olympic flag-
raising ceremonies are the medal awards, which in-
volve national sovereignty and dignity in the ceremo-
ny and can be politically significant. The flag-raising
during medal award ceremonies involves extensive
equipment and elements such as national flags, flag-
pole devices, venues, and flag-raisers, which have
many uncertainties. Therefore, any mistake and neg-
ligence may cause irreparable and significant impacts.

Zhao Xinfeng designed the “Chinese-style” medal-
awards flag-raising ceremony for the 2008 Beijing
Olympic Games, standardizing the flag-raising devic-
es, procedures, and actions, and training 194 flag-
raisers for the ceremony. Since then, the Beijing
Olympic Games’ flag-raising ceremony and its speci-
fications has been widely adopted for international
events hosted by China. Zhao Xinfeng also served as
a flag-raising expert responsible for training flag-
raisers for these international events. This article uses
the flag-raising in the award ceremonies of these in-
ternational events as examples to illustrate the work-
ings and specifications of the flag-raising system.
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Figure 1. National flag order on horizontal

flagpoles.

B TIET > I%F - ZEEBESEHEE - 5750
fir T5et ZEE A A AT AN - (TR ZE I -

(Z) UAFHERE

FONMETRIEESEIE - EEAEETE—l - %

PRI THERE - 115
TR =R PRSI
AT+ e ZE A = A
7 Om > W ~ REREAE
T ZETEFF PN > =y
8.57Tm o AR EITZE A [E]
i M =S e TR RS Es s
(1.28m*1.92m ) HYfLERIEE
B o ZIREM 2 [EFEE Y 2m
(F2) -

2. U E Y -

Figure 2. National flag order on vertical

flagpoles.

I. Flag-Raising Devices in Awarding Ceremonies
1. Horizontal Flagpole Flag-Raising Device

For indoor competitions, a horizontal flagpole flag-
raising device is usually installed at the top of the
venue. The flag-raising device includes a control sys-
tem, flag-raising system, emergency device, and flag-
hanging device. What the audience can mainly see is
the flag-hanging device, which
consists of a main horizontal
pole, hanging poles, and chains
(fig 1). The main horizontal
pole is approximately 9.2 me-
ters long, capable of suspending
four No. 3 national flags (1.28m
x 1.92m) side by side.

When raising the flags on the
horizontal pole, all flags are
raised horizontally. From the
perspective of the award-
winning athletes, the champion
(gold)’s national flag is located
in the center, while the national
flags of the runner-up (silver) and second runner-up
(bronze), which are at the same height, are located to
the left and right of the champion’s flag, respectively,
and lower than the champion’s flag.

2. Vertical Flagpole Flag-Raising Device

For outdoor competitions, a vertical flagpole flag-
raising device is usually installed on one side of the
venue. There are typically three
vertical flagpoles, arranged and
sized as follows: the champi-
on’s flagpole is in the middle
with a height of 9 meters, while
the runner-up’s and second run-
ner-up’s flagpoles are on either
side of the champion’s, both
with a height of 8.57 meters.
Each flagpole must reserve
space and devices for simulta-
neously suspending two No. 3
national flags (1.28m x 1.92m)
up and down (in case of ties).
The distance between the three
flagpoles is 2 meters (fig. 2).
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Figure 3. The flag-raising ceremony for the
tennis competition awards at the Beijing
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When raising the flags on the vertical flagpoles, from
the perspective of the award-winning athletes, the
champion (gold)’s flag is located in the center, while
the flags of the runner-up (silver) and second runner-
up (bronze), which are at the same height, are located
to the left and right of the champion’s flag, respec-
tively, and lower than the champion’s flag.

3. Mobile Flag-Raising Device

For temporary venues and special fields, mobile flag-
raising devices are usually used (fig. 3). After the
awards ceremony, the flagpoles are moved away, and
the subsequent competition
continues. Examples include
the tennis courts and softball
fields of the Beijing Olympic
Games, as well as the road cy-
cling and Olympic Stadium
venues of the Nanjing Youth
Olympic Games.

The mobile flag-raising device
uses vertical flagpoles, with the
same height and specifications
as fixed vertical flagpoles. The
flag-raising order is also the
same as that of vertical flag-
poles.

Olympics using mobile flagpoles.
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4. Flag-Raising Device Operation

Both indoor horizontal and outdoor vertical flag-
raising devices for medal ceremonies are electrically
operated. During the Beijing Olympic Games, the
mobile flag-raising device at the tennis courts was
manually operated. Regardless of whether the flag-
raising device is electric or manual, the flag-raising
speed is synchronized with the speed of the national
anthem during the medal ceremony. The flag should
reach the top just when the national anthem finishes

playing, .

A special situation occurred during one medal flag-
raising ceremony of the Beijing Winter Olympics in
2022, where the flag-raising speed was not synchro-
nized with the national anthem. The flag reached the
top and stopped 30 seconds after it started rising,
while the national anthem continued to play.
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Figure 4. Emergency device.

5. Flag-Raising Device Emergency
Measures

Indoor horizontal, outdoor vertical,
and mobile flag-raising devices for
awards ceremonies are all required to
be equipped with manual emergency
devices. In case of power outages or
electric system failures, the flag can
be raised manually without interrupt-
ing the ceremony (fig. 4).

II. Selection of Chinese National
Flags in Medal Ceremonies

1. Horizontal Flagpole for National
Flags in Medal Ceremonies

No. 3 national flags are used for horizontal flagpole
medal ceremonies, measuring 192cm in length and
128cm in height. The flagpole sleeve is placed direct-
ly above the flag, horizontally suspended (fig. 5).

2. Vertical Flagpole for National Flags in Medal
Ceremonies

No. 3 national flags are used for vertical flagpole
medal ceremonies, measuring 192cm in length and
128cm in height. The flagpole sleeve is placed on the
left side of the flag, vertically suspended (fig. 6).

3. Mobile Flagpole for National Flags in Medal
Ceremonies

No. 3 national flags are used for mobile flagpole med-
al ceremonies, measuring 192cm in length and 128cm
in height. The flagpole sleeve is placed on the left
side of the flag, vertically suspended (fig. 7).

Figure 5-7. Horizontal, vertical, and mobile flagpoles.
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Figure 8. Regular flag-raising

III. Flag-Raising Formation

1. Regular Flag-Raising
Formation

The regular flag-raising formation is
used when there are no ties and only
the flags of the champion, runner-
up, and second runner-up are raised.
This formation is applicable to verti-
cal, horizontal, and mobile flag-
poles. The regular flag-raising for-
mation consists of six people: three
flag-raisers and three flag-escorts.
The flag-raisers are on the left, and
the flag-escorts are on the right,
arranged in a front-to-back column

(fig. 8).

2. Special Flag-Raising Formation

The special flag-raising formation is used when there
is a tie for third place, requiring the raising of four
flags. The special flag-raising formation consists of
eight people: four flag-raisers and four flag-escorts.
The flag-raisers are on the left, and the flag-escorts
are on the right, arranged in a front-to-back column.

IV. Flag-Raising and Lowering Procedures
1. Flag-Raising Procedure

The flag-raising procedures for vertical, horizontal,
and mobile flagpoles are the same. The flag-raising
team lines up at the designated position in the waiting
area. Upon hearing the sports presentation announce-
ment and the music starting, the leader gives the
marching order. The flag-raising team marches along
the determined route and ceremony procedure to ar-
rive at the flagpole and come to a halt. The flag-
raisers and flag-escorts turn to face the flagpole and
cooperate to complete actions such as hanging the
flags. Upon hearing the announcement for raising the
national flag and playing the national anthem, they
perform rituals such as unfolding the flags and salut-
ing in sync with the national anthem (see fig. 9).

X, / ZHAO Xinfeng 399



% 30 BEFERAZRZFEARRE - TEIDR

(Z) B

LU - BT ~ 250
HEATTHBAE AR - ATt
BAAEH > B A FEY
J& o EpERE T o BT~ P
Fhca - T EREES - U
%Bﬁ © A MR S
{Bptis » FEALE RS 25
P (l9)

9. FHEERIEER -

Figure 9. Flag-raising and lowering procedure.
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2. Flag-Lowering Procedure

The flag-lowering procedures
for vertical, horizontal, and mo-
bile flagpoles are the same.
After the awarding flag-raising
ceremony ends and the athletes
and others have left, the flags
are lowered. The flag-raisers
and flag-escorts cooperate to
undo the flag hooks and fold the
flags. The leader gives the or-
ders to turn around and march
back along the prescribed route
for flag-lowering (fig. 9).

V. Flag-Raisers for International Events, taking
the Beijing Olympics as an Example

1. Flag-raisers for the 2008 Beijing Olympics

For the medal ceremonies and flag-raising events dur-
ing the “Good Luck Beijing” Olympic Test Events in
2007, flag-raisers came primarily from four universi-
ties: Tsinghua University, Beijing University of Aero-
nautics and Astronautics, Uni-
versity of Science and Technol-
ogy Beijing, and China Agri-
cultural University. For the
official award ceremonies and
flag-raising at the 2008 Olym-
pics, 44 flag-raisers from
Tsinghua University and 10
from University of Science and
Technology Beijing took on
this responsibility (fig 10).
RFFHET -

Figure 10. University flag-raisers at the 2008
Beijing Olympic and Paralympic Games.
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2. Military Flag-raisers

During the “Good Luck Beijing” Olympic Test
Events in 2007, some flag-raising ceremonies were
handled by soldiers from the People’s Liberation Ar-
my (PLA) Tri-Service Honor Guard. For the official
award ceremonies and flag-raising at the 2008 Beijing
Olympics, 140 soldiers from the PLA Three-Service
Honor Guard were responsible (fig. 11).
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Flag-raisers for the 2009 East Asian Games in Hong

Kong were members of the Hong Kong Scout Associ-
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Figure 11. Military flag-raisers for the 2008
Beijing Olympics.
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Figure 12. Flag-raisers for the 2009 East Asian
Games in Hong Kong.
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Figure 13. Flag-raisers for the 2012 Asian Beach
Games in Haiyang.

ation and students from the
Hong Kong Sea Cadet Corps
(fig. 12). Due to the “One
Country, Two Systems” policy,
the selection process and inten-
sive training for flag-raisers
were not applicable as in the
Beijing Olympics. Instead, the
flag-raising  ceremonies in
Hong Kong adopted the inher-
ent British marching pace and
commands, while adhering to
the flag-raising etiquette and
equipment standards of the Bei-
jing Olympics.

3. Flag-raisers for the
2012 Asian Beach Games
in Haiyang

The 2012 Asian Beach Games,
the third of its kind, was held in
Haiyang City, Shandong Prov-
ince, marking the first time
Shandong hosted a continental-
level comprehensive  sports
event and the first time such an
event was held in a county-level
city. Flag-raisers for the open-
ing and closing ceremonies,
athlete’s village, and awarding
ceremonies were 60 armed po-
lice soldiers from the Shandong
Provincial Corps of the Chinese
People’s Armed Police Force
(fig. 13).
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Figure 14. Flag-raising at the 2013
East Asian Games in Tianjin.
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Figure 15. Flag-raisers for the 2013

Asian Youth Games in Nanjing.

4. Flag-raisers for the 2013 East
Asian Games in Tianjin

For the 2013 East Asian Games in
Tianjin, 100 university student-
volunteers from Tianjin institutions
of higher learning served as flag-
raisers (fig. 14).

5. Flag-raisers for the 2013 Asian
Youth Games in Nanjing

The 2013 Asian Youth Games in
Nanjing served as a comprehensive
real-life test for venues and teams in
preparation for the 2014 Nanjing
Youth Olympic Games. Following
the Asian Beach Games in Haiyang,
this comprehensive sports event also
relied solely on armed police soldiers
for flag-raising duties (fig. 15).

6. Flag-raisers for the 2014
Nanjing Youth Olympic Games

The 2014 Nanjing Youth Olympic
Games was another significant
Olympic event hosted by China after
the 2008 Olympics. With 28 sports
and 222 events, athletes from 204
countries and regions participated.

Nanjing became the second city
after Beijing to host athletes
from over 200 countries and
regions. A total of 180 volun-
teers from 18 universities, in-
cluding Nanjing University,
Southeast University, Maritime
College, and Hohai University,
served as flag-raisers for
awards ceremonies (fig. 16).
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Figure 16. Flag-raisers for the 2014 Nanjing

Youth Olympic Games.
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Figure 17. Flag-raisers for the 2019 Military World Games in Wuhan.

7. Flag-raisers for the 2019 Military World
Games in Wuhan

The 7th CISM Military World Games was held in
Wuhan October 18-27, 2019, with nearly 10,000 mil-
itary personnel from over 100 countries participating.
This was the first time China hosted a comprehensive
international military sports event, and it was also the
largest and most influential Military World Games in
history. A total of 288 flag-raisers from four military
academies in Wuhan—the Army, Navy, Air Force,
and Rocket Force—were responsible for flag-raising
tasks (fig. 17).

8. Flag-raisers for the 2022 Hangzhou Asian
Games

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the 19th Asian
Games in Hangzhou, originally scheduled for Sep-
tember 10-25, 2022, were postponed to September 23
—October 8, 2023, with the event name and logo re-
maining unchanged. A total of 258 volunteers were
selected from nine universities, including Zhejiang
Institute of Communications, Zhejiang College of
Construction, Zhejiang University, Zhejiang Univer-
sity of Technology, Jinhua University of Vocational
Technology, Zhejiang College of Security Technolo-
gy, Shaoxing Yuexiu University, Ningbo University
of Finance and Economics, and Zhejiang A&F Uni-
versity, to serve as flag-raisers for both the Hangzhou
Asian Games and Asian Para Games (fig. 18).
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Figure 18. Flag-raisers for the 2022 Hangzhou
Asian Games.

& X, / ZHAO Xinfeng 403



% 30 BEMREIRFEARSFEAIRE - PEILE > 2024 £ 8 H

AIE

E RS FERMETHEEERZ T
7 o KL g —mEE - — R
R~ BIER - EEAF T
= EVUEER - SRS - SR
AERER ~ BT A EEE -

MR S Ar AR AL » B E%
SR ~ SCIALEL ~ FEtHmE SR ~ SR E I8
e /KPR - TR RIEE 2 )5 - —BEZK
DHVBEE TR - SV HEL T L8]
A ANEERE ~ EEEDRE - EEEER - A
HEEN S - I I 2T HHEEH Tk
R HIRRAE - O BRIE ST R R AR
A W EATEFRA A ERE TEESR -

W

Conclusion

The flag-raising for awards ceremonies at internation-
al sports events is more complicated than the flag-
raising ceremony at Tiananmen Square, which is per-
formed with just one national flag, one flagpole, a
single route, a fixed procedure, and repeated move-
ments; while the flag-raising ceremony for awards is
performed with three to four national flags, multiple
flagpoles, multiple routes, different procedures, and
different movements of horizontal and vertical poles.

The flag-raising ceremony for awards requires the
highest standard of flag-raising protocol, and repre-
sents the highest level of a country’s national flag
culture, civilized etiquette, spiritual outlook, and
comprehensive national strength. After the Beijing
Olympics, the flag-raising ceremonies of the Olym-
pics hosted by some countries have encountered some
problems: such as the flag falling off, the flag being
printed incorrectly, the flag being hung upside down,
and the five-ring Olympics flag being hung upside
down. The flag-raising ceremony for awards at the
Beijing Olympics proposed the “zero error” standard,
which became the highest standard for flag-raising at
the Olympics and set the bar for other event organiz-
ers.
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