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Research on Xi Jinping’s
Thinking on Flags

ZHAO Xinfeng

Abstract

Xi Jinping’s thinking on flags is an organic unity and
vivid manifestation of his ideas on strengthening the
military, diplomacy, rule of law, and culture, as
reflected in patriotism, national flag regulations, flag
etiquette, flag-raising ceremonies, military flags, flag
culture, and international exchanges.

Xi Jinping’s thinking on flags was first formed
through the routine work of patriotic flag-raising, ele-
vated during the flag-raising at the Beijing Olympics
award ceremonies, popularized at International Con-
gress of Vexillology, and displayed when he person-
ally presented flags to military branches and the po-
lice. It was invigorated during Tiananmen Square
military parade flag formations, expanded during the
reforms of the Tiananmen Square flag-raising cere-
mony, and is evident in his care for flag-bearers. It
has standardized the flag-raising ceremonies in
schools across the country, led the promotion of na-
tional flag culture, driven the amendment of the Na-
tional Flag Law, extended the flag-raising ceremonies
to Hong Kong, Macau, and Taiwan, and provided
comprehensive guidance for leaders at all levels to
learn and practice.
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Figure 1. Xi Jinping presents a flag during a
ceremony in Fuzhou, 1991.

I. The Formation of Xi Jinping’s Thinking on
Flag”

After the implementation of the “National Flag Law
of the People’s Republic of China” on October 1,
1990, in order to improve the image of the city of
Fuzhou and educate the general public on patriotism,
Xi Jinping, then Secretary of the CPC Fuzhou Munic-
ipal Committee and Chairman of the Municipal Peo-
ple’s Congress Standing Committee, instructed: to
establish the Fuzhou May 1st Square National Flag
Class, and to take the lead in carrying out daily flag-
raising ceremonies among provincial capital cities
across the country.

On January 1, 1991, at 8:30 a.m., leaders from six key
bodies of Fuzhou—the Municipal Party Committee,
the People’s Congress, the Municipal Government,
the CPPCC, the Discipline Inspection Commission,
and the Fuzhou Military Sub-District—along with
representatives from various municipal departments,
districts, the armed forces, and the workers, farmers,
and students, gathered at Wuyi (May Day) Square to
participate in a solemn national flag-raising ceremo-
ny. This ceremony was a significant innovation in
Fuzhou, with Xi Jinping, then Secretary of the Fu-
zhou Municipal Party Committee and Chairman of
the Standing Committee of the Municipal People’s
Congress, personally presenting the national flag.

Xi Jinping first handed the na-
tional flag to a representative of
the workers (fig. 1), who then
passed it to a representative of
the farmers. It was subsequent-
ly handed over in turn to repre-
sentatives of the Army, Navy,
Air Force, and Armed Police.
Finally, the flag was received
by the flag bearers.
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Accompanied by the People’s
Liberation Army band playing
Ode to the Motherland, three
armed police firefighters escort-
ed the national flag, marching
in unison past the representatives attending the cere-
mony. Under the stirring national anthem, the Five-
Starred Red Flag was solemnly raised.
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The flag-raising ceremony at Wuyi Square in Fuzhou
introduced several firsts and innovations: first, the
ceremony was notable for having the Secretary of the
Municipal Party Committee and Chairman of the
Standing Committee of the Municipal People’s Con-
gress, Xi Jinping, personally present the flag. The
flag was then passed from representatives of workers,
farmers, and soldiers to the flag bearers. Second, the
ceremony used Ode to the Motherland as the music
for the flag procession. This practice preceded the
use of the same song by the 36-member national flag
guard at Tiananmen Square by five months, where the
Armed Police Military Band first played Ode to the
Motherland during the flag-raising ceremony on May
1. Third, relevant departments in Fuzhou developed a
schedule for raising and lowering the flag at Wuyi
Square based on the city’s monthly sunrise and sunset
times. A system was established to ensure that the
national flag was raised and lowered daily, regardless
of weather conditions. Fourth, with the support of the
Fuzhou Municipal Party Committee and Municipal
Government, the Fuzhou Fire Brigade’s Party Com-
mittee prioritized the development of the flag guard
as a key political task. Each year, the highest-quality
recruits were selected for the flag guard, and they
were provided with dedicated vehicles and other re-
sources to ensure the flag guard’s needs were met.

In the 34 years since its establishment, the national
flag squad of the firefighters stationed in Sanfang
Qixiang, Gulou District, has expanded its flag-raising
team from 3 to 26 people, with 60 people raising the
flag on major holidays, and an additional 58 people
added on National Day in 2022. The national flag
guard band performed the national anthem live. On
November 7, 2019, the Fuzhou Municipal Govern-
ment recognized the “Fuzhou May Day Square Na-
tional Flag Guard”.

II. Xi Jinping’s Thinking on Flags and the Beijing
Olympics

The national flag is the symbol and emblem of any
country. The flag-raising ceremony is the primary
protocol challenge of the Olympic Games, and sym-
bolizes a great power’s majesty. For any host coun-
try, it follows symbolic political etiquette that trans-
cends sports achievements and reflects the country’s
civilization and culture. Every flag-raising ceremony,
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especially at the Olympics, whether broadcast live or
not, involves the honor and dignity of the winning
country, and its political nature has always been high-
ly valued by the organizing committees and national
teams of various countries. Moreover, Olympic flag-
raising ceremonies include many elements such as
flag-raisers, multiple national flags, multiple national
anthems, flagpole devices, multiple venues, and mul-
tiple sessions, and there are many uncertainties. Mis-
takes can cause major and irreversible impacts.

Xi Jinping served as the head of the Leading Group
for the Preparatory Work of the 2008 Beijing Olym-
pic and Paralympic Games, directly overseeing the
unparalleled and globally renowned events. The
“Chinese-style” award ceremony flag-raising protocol
and the automatic flag-raising system were first im-
plemented during the Beijing Olympic and Paralym-
pic award ceremonies, achieving a legendary record
of “zero errors” across 774 award ceremonies. Since
then, the “Chinese-style” flag-raising protocol and the
automatic flag-raising system have been adopted
widely in major international and domestic sports
competitions, establishing China’s leadership in flag-
raising culture and technology. These innovations
have provided a Chinese solution to the world’s
award ceremony flag-raising protocols.

II. Xi Jinping’s Thinking on Flags and the
International Congress of Vexillology

With the momentum of the 18th National Congress of
the Communist Party of China, Chinese flag culture
began to move toward the world. Starting with the
25th International Congress of Vexillology (ICV) in
Rotterdam in 2013, Zhao Xinfeng has consistently
delivered speeches at five consecutive congresses: the
26th in Sydney, the 27th in London, the 28th in San
Antonio, and the 29th in Ljubljana. He shared Chi-
nese flag stories, such as the “Origins of Chinese
Flags”, “Genghis Khan’s Banner”, “Innovations in
the Beijing Olympic Flag-Raising Ceremony”,
“Mentougou Banner Gathering in Beijing”, and “The
Flag Temple on Beijing’s Central Axis”, spreading
Chinese flag culture. After years of persistent effort,
on July 17, 2019, at the 26th FIAV General Assembly
in San Antonio, USA, Zhao Xinfeng successfully bid
to host the 30th International Congress of Vexillology
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in Beijing from August 12 to 19, 2024. ICV 31 will
follow in Paris in 2026.

The first ICV was first held in Muiderberg, the Neth-
erlands in 1965. It has been held every two years,
mainly in Western countries. The first in Asia was
ICV 23, held in Yokohama, Japan, in 2009. The In-
ternational Federation of Vexillological Associations
(FIAV) was founded in Zurich, Switzerland, in 1967.
It holds a General Assembly every two years to de-
cide on matters such as the venue of future ICVs. In
2019, the Vexillological Research Center of China
(VRCC) became the 74th member of FIAV, with Eu-
ropean and American countries as the main members.
In 2022, Vexillological Society (Singapore) was ad-
mitted as the 77th member.

Hosting the International Congress of Vexillology in
Beijing is a cultural event never seen in Chinese his-
tory. It is a major victory for the Chinese flag culture
to go global in the new era. It provides an important
strategic opportunity to enhance the international in-
fluence of Chinese flag culture and promote exchang-
es and mutual learning among world flag associa-
tions. Dr. Heimer, President of FIAV, wrote to
VRCC’s leader, Zhao Xinfeng, expressing his great
anticipation that in 2024, “for the first time, vexillolo-
gists from all over the world will gather on the Asian
continent, which will not only promote vexillology
research in China, but also in other countries in the
region.”

IV. Xi Jinping’s Flag Ideology and School Flag-
Raising Ceremonies

After the 18th National Congress of the Communist
Party of China in 2012, the Central Committee, with
Xi Jinping at its core, placed great importance on na-
tional ceremonies and related matters. The 10th ses-
sion of the Standing Committee of the 12th National
People’s Congress then established September 30 as
Martyrs’ Day, for the nation to hold annual events
commemorating its martyrs (fig. 2).

To solemnly commemorate the nation’s first Martyrs’
Day and celebrate the 65th anniversary of the found-
ing of People’s Republic of China, the Central Com-
mittee of the Communist Youth League of China,
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Figure 2. The first national flag-raiser
exchange and demonstration event for colleges
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along with the Secretariat of the
All-China Students’ Federation,
hosted the inaugural “Salute to
the Martyrs—Fiery Youth Shin-
ing for the National Flag” na-
tional university flag-raisers
exchange and demonstration
event. The event, organized by
the Beijing Xinfeng Flag Cul-
ture Communication Center,
took place in Beijing Septem-
ber 29 to October 2, 2014. The
event aimed to further standard-
ize flag-raising ceremonies in
universities across the country, enhance the construc-
tion of national flag teams in universities, and show-
case the skills and spirit of university flag-raisers.

It included six key components: standardized flag-
raising training for universities, the first national uni-
versity flag-raisers demonstration and evaluation, a
tribute ceremony for the first Martyrs® Day, the first
national university flag team construction forum, the
first national university flag-raisers cultural perfor-
mance, and joint flag-raising with the community.

Over 500 participants, including 25 university flag
teams and representatives of primary and secondary
school students from Beijing, attended the event.
General Liu Jian, the grandson of Commander-in-
Chief Zhu De, and Fu Zhenbang, Secretary of the
Secretariat of the Central Committee of the Com-
munist Youth League, attended the Martyrs’ Day cer-
emony and presented awards to the university flag-
raisers. General Liu Jian also read the “Eulogy for
Martyrs” during the ceremony.

By May 4, 2023, the National Flag-Raiser Exchange
and Exhibition for Colleges and Universities had held
seven sessions, with more than 500 colleges and uni-
versities participating. The influence of the event has
driven the development of flag-raising competitions
in provinces and cities across the country, improved
the level of flag-raising ceremonies in universities,
middle schools and primary schools, and standardized
flag-raising ceremonies in schools across the country.

In 2019, the first National Flag-Raiser Exchange and
Exhibition for Primary and Secondary Schools was
held in Beijing and Shanghai; in 2019, the sixth was
held in the Beijing Parade Village, and the flag bearer
guards of the University of Macau and the Macau
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Figure 3. First national poetry collection event
themed on the national flag, 2013.
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University of Science and Technology came to Bei-
jing to participate for the first time; in 2023, a perfor-
mance competition for flag bearers of colleges and
universities in Shandong Province was held, with 136
colleges and universities in the province participating.

V. Xi Jinping’s Thinking on Flags and the
Promotion of National Flag Culture

The five-starred red flag is the flag of the people, the
flag of revolution, the flag of victory, and the flag of
unity. As the symbol and emblem of the People’s
Republic of China, it has inspired generations of Chi-
nese people to fight and strive for the prosperity of
the country in different historical periods, and con-
stantly create new glories on the land of China. After
the 18th National Congress of the Communist Party
of China, the Chinese dream of realizing the great
rejuvenation of the Chinese nation has become the
main theme of the new era. The horn has been
blown, the flag is flying in the wind, and poets are
writing brilliant chapters in the prosperous times.

In June 2013, the first national poetry collection
themed “Chinese Dream - Five-Starred Red Flag”
was launched. Chen Haosu, former president of the
China People’s Association for Friendship with For-
eign Countries, Tan Bin, president of the China Social
and Cultural Development Foundation, and other rev-
olutionary descendants participated in the activities.

Over the course of more than two months, the organ-
izing committee received over 500 new and classical
poems from contributors worldwide. On the evening
of September 27, an award ceremony and recital of
the winning works was held at
the Tsinghua University Audi-
torium (fig. 3). Representatives
of the flag class of Southwest
Jiaotong University who raised
the national flag at the opening
ceremony of the new Beichuan
County, frontline medical
workers of Ditan Hospital dur-
ing the fight against SARS,
soldiers of the Tiananmen Na-
tional Flag Guard, and children
from the Second Kindergarten
of Beijing jointly took the stage
to recite the winning national
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flag poems and tell the story of the national flag.

On the evening of September 30, 2014, the first
national flag-raiser performance for colleges and uni-
versities was held at China Agricultural University.

Since its inception in 2015, the National Flag Culture
Forum has been held in conjunction with the National
University Flag-Raisers Exchange and Demonstration
Event. The inaugural National Flag Culture Forum,
themed “Commemorating the 80th Anniversary of the
Birth of the March of the Volunteers” and
“Commemorating the 25th Anniversary of the Imple-
mentation of the ‘National Flag Law of the People’s
Republic of China’”, was held in the afternoon of
September 30 at the Great Hall of the National Com-
mittee of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative
Conference (CPPCC).

The forum was attended by descendants of revolu-
tionaries, including Ren Yuanzheng, daughter of Ren
Bishi, General Liu Jian, and General He Jiming.
They also presented awards to university flag teams
and flag-raisers. Liu Fengrui, a flag-raiser from
Southwest Jiaotong University and the first-place
winner of the national university flag-raiser speech
competition, delivered a speech on behalf of the uni-
versity flag-raisers.

By the May Fourth Movement in 2023, the National
Flag Culture Forum had been held seven times. At-
tendees included revolutionary descendants in three
generations such as Zhou Bingde, niece of Premier
Zhou Enlai; Chen Weihua, daughter of Chen Yun; Su
Huining, daughter of Su Yu; Xiao Kai, daughter of
General Xiao Jinguang; and Xu Wenhui, daughter of
General Xu Haidong.

At the 5th National Flag Culture Forum in 2019,
Zhang Xuesen, Director of the Student Resources
Office at the University of Macau, delivered a speech
titled “Safeguarding the National Flag with Both
Hands and Shouldering the Responsibility of ‘One
Country, Two Systems’.” Gu Xiulian, Director of the
China National Committee for the Care of Children,
also delivered a speech and presented awards to flag-
raisers, including Chen Sihan from the Taiwan Prov-
ince flag-raising team at the University of Macau.
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At the 6th National Flag Culture Forum in 2020, Lin
Dewang, Chairman of the Taiwan People’s Com-
munist Party, Zhang Huijun, head of the award cere-
mony flag-raising team at the Wuhan Military World
Games Organizing Committee, soldiers from the east-
ernmost border post in China who greet the first light
of the motherland, and Li Runfeng, captain of the
Tsinghua University flag honor guard, all delivered
video speeches.

VI. Xi Jinping’s Thinking on Flags and the
Presentation of Flags to Military and Police Forces

Xi Jinping’s thoughts on flags have made historic
achievements and demonstrations in the awarding of
flags to military services, theater commands, war-
ships, and the establishment of the armed police flag
and police flag.

On April 9, 2014, Xi Jinping inspected the Special
Police Academy of the People’s Armed Police Force
and presented the flag to the “Special Police Force”.

On December 31, 2015, a grand ceremony was held
at the Bayi Building in Beijing for the establishment
of the leadership institutions of the People’s Libera-
tion Army Ground Force, the People’s Liberation
Army Rocket Force, and the People’s Liberation Ar-
my Strategic Support Force. Xi Jinping awarded the
military flags to the Ground Force, Rocket Force, and
Strategic Support Force and delivered a speech.

On February 1, 2016, Xi Jinping awarded military
flags to the Eastern Theater Command, Southern The-
ater Command, Western Theater Command, Northern
Theater Command, and Central Theater Command,
and issued directives. On September 13, the Central
Military Commission’s Joint Logistics Support Force
establishment ceremony was held at the Bayi Build-
ing in Beijing. Xi Jinping presented military flags to
the Wuhan Joint Logistics Base and the logistics cen-
ters in Wuxi, Guilin, Xining, Shenyang, and Zheng-
zhou, and delivered a speech.

On January 10, 2018, Xi Jinping presented the flag to
the People’s Armed Police Force and delivered a
speech. On November 9, the flag presentation cere-
mony for the National Comprehensive Fire and Res-
cue Team was held at the Great Hall of the People,
where Xi Jinping awarded the flag to the team and
delivered a speech.
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On December 17, 2019, China’s first domestically-
built aircraft carrier, the Shandong, was delivered to
the navy at a military port in Sanya, Hainan. Xi
Jinping attended the commissioning ceremony, pre-
senting the naval flag and the naming certificate to
the naval commissioning team. On April 23, 2021,
the commissioning ceremony for three main types of
naval warships—the Chang Zheng 18, the Dalian, and
the Hainan—took place at a military port in Sanya,
Hainan. Xi Jinping presented the naval flag and nam-
ing certificate to the Chang Zheng 18.

On August 26, 2020, the flag presentation ceremony
for the People’s Police Force was held at the Great
Hall of the People. Xi Jinping awarded the flag to the
People’s Police Force and delivered a speech, extend-
ing warm congratulations from the Central Commit-
tee to all the police officers.

VII. Xi Jinping’s Flag Ideology and the
Tiananmen Military Parade

After the 18th CPC National Congress, Xi Jinping’s
thinking on flags provided innovative guidance for
the Tiananmen military parade, which greatly boosted
the morale of the entire army and the people of the
country. On September 3, 2015, during the military
parade commemorating the 70th anniversary of the
victory in the Chinese People’s War of Resistance
Against Japanese Aggression and the World Anti-
Fascist War, there were unprecedented innovations
not only in the leadership and participation of foreign
military personnel but also in flag etiquette. The pa-
rade featured ten infantry formations named after he-
roic units such as the “Five Heroes of Wolf Tooth
Mountain”, each carrying seven flags representing
heroic units. This created a grand scene with 70 flags
of heroic units celebrating together, honoring the mar-
tyrs, inspiring contemporary audiences, and demon-
strating a resolve to overcome any formidable adver-

sary.
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Figure 4. Flags in the commemoration of the
70th anniversary of the war’s end, 2015.
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During the military parade for the 70th anniversary of
the founding of People’s Republic of China in 2019,
the flag display was even more powerful and impos-
ing. For the first time, the parade featured the party
flag, national flag, and military flag leading the for-
mations (fig. 4). An aerial flag protection team was
introduced to guard the party flag, national flag, and
military flag as they flew over Tiananmen Square.
Additionally, for the first time, a flag team consisting
of 100 honor flags from the entire military was led by
a chief commander from each of the five theater com-
mands and passed in review before the Party and the
people at Tiananmen Square (fig. 5).
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Figure 5. Flags lead the parade commemorating
the nation’s 70th anniversary, 2019.

VIII. Xi Jinping’s Thinking on Flags and the
Reform of the Flag-Raising Ceremony at Tianan-
men Square

Since Chairman Mao personally raised the first na-
tional flag by pressing the button at the founding cer-
emony of the People’s Republic of China, the flag-
raising ceremony at Tiananmen Square has gone
through five historical periods: the flag-raising cere-
mony of the Beijing Power Supply Bureau, the flag-
raising ceremony of the flag-raising class of the Bei-
jing Garrison Guard Company, the flag-raising cere-
mony of the Tiananmen National Flag Class of the
Armed Police, the flag-raising ceremony of the
Tiananmen National Flag Guard of the Armed Police,
and the flag-raising ceremony of the flag-raising class
of the three-service guard of honor of the People’s
Liberation Army.
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Figure 6. Flag-raising ceremony at Tiananmen
Square after the reform.

The most significant reform of the flag-raising cere-
mony at Tiananmen Square, ordered by the Central
Committee and the Central Military Commission,
began on January 1, 2018. The duty of raising and
lowering the national flag, as
well as guarding the flag at
Tiananmen Square, was trans-
ferred from the People’s Armed
Police Tiananmen Flag Guard
to the National Flag Team of
the PLA’s Three-Service Honor
Guard. This reform also intro-
duced innovations in the cere-
monial music and procedures of
flag-raising  ceremony,
aligning with the standards of
the new era (fig. 6).

IX. Xi Jinping’s Thinking on Flags and
Flag-Raisers

On January 29, 2013, as the Spring Festival ap-
proached, Xi Jinping visited the People’s Armed Po-
lice Force despite the harsh cold. Representing the
Central Committee, the State Council, and the Central
Military Commission, he extended holiday greetings
to all personnel in the armed police. During his visit
to the Beijing Armed Police Corps Operations Duty
Room, Xi Jinping had a video call with the Tianan-
men Square flag-guarding sentries. He told them to
keep warm and encouraged them to remember their
duties, uphold the mission, and defend the dignity of
the national flag. He urged them to maintain the
country’s image and contribute to the Party and the
people through their actions.

During the 2015 military-civilian New Year tea party,
Xi Jinping warmly conversed with grassroots figures,
including Wang Jicai. He also took a commemora-
tive photo with Wang Jicai and his wife. In 2014,
Wang Jicai and his wife, Wang Shihua, were honored
as national “Models of the Era”. On July 27, 2018,
Wang Jicai passed away due to sudden illness while
on duty at Kaishan Island, at the age of 58 (see p.
327).

386 )T FHEMEAERTSE / Research on Xi Jinping’s Thinking on Flags



Proceedings of the 30th International Congress of Vexillology, Beijing, China, August 2024

SHOH » frdt i ~ [EZEM ~ FRE
Ze N S AT P A F St AR
fErnamifE - TR EREST S TERAE - e
THEHESFRIM T - PRI EBETA
PAHIANAELRE o JATERTIE TR E
BRRE - (i Z O a2 I (E B
ST WA FENRA - FRITH
FEHULRIA] © WHE AR [E AR B R

R E THRMEVEE - SR ANERR L
B JERE R SRRIRIME - FEEAR ~ TIEM4E E
BTEZROER -

20199H17H - ERERE>]

On August 6, Xi Jinping issued an important directive
on Wang Jicai’s advanced deeds, emphasizing that
Wang Jicai had devoted 32 years to guarding the is-
land and, through his uncomplaining dedication, had
written an extraordinary chapter in his ordinary posi-
tion. Xi Jinping highlighted the need to vigorously
promote such patriotic and self-sacrificing spirit as a
value pursuit for the new era’s strivers. He also in-
structed that Wang Jicai’s family should be cared for
and consoled, and that organizations at all levels
should actively help those like Wang Jicai who have
devoted themselves to difficult posts, providing more
concern and support in their thoughts, work, and
lives.

On September 17, 2019, President Xi Jinping signed a
presidential order awarding Wang Jicai the national
honor of “Model of the People” (fig. 7). On Novem-
ber 3, 2019, at the 5th National
Flag Culture Forum held at the
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Figure 7. Presidential order awarding Wang
Jicai the national honor of “Model of the
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Great Hall of the People,
“Model of the Era” Wang
Shihua was invited to speak on
“The National Flag Flying Over
the Vast Sea Borders.”

On February 2, 2019, as the
Spring Festival approached, Xi
Jinping visited the National
Flag Team located at the East
Chaofang of the Meridian Gate
in the Forbidden City. On the
training ground, he encouraged
the soldiers to master their
basic skills and fulfill their du-
ties in guarding the national
flag. In the soldiers’ dormitory, Xi inspected the liv-
ing facilities and asked if it was cold at night with just
one blanket. He reminded all levels to be mindful of
the welfare of grassroots soldiers and to do more
good, practical, and problem-solving work for them.

In the honor room of the National Flag Team, Xi
Jinping learned in detail about the team’s history and
overall construction. In front of the camp’s screen
wall, he took a commemorative photo with everyone
and earnestly stated that the flag-raising ceremony at
Tiananmen Square is an important national ritual. He
urged them to remember their responsibilities and
missions, adhere to top standards, and defend the dig-
nity of the national flag through their actions.
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On April 19, 2021, during the 110th anniversary cel-
ebrations of Tsinghua University, Xi Jinping visited
the university, conducted an inspection, and held a
meeting with representatives of teachers and students,
delivering an important speech. Li Runfeng, the cap-
tain of the Tsinghua University National Flag Guard
Team and a 2019 undergraduate student from the
School of Humanities, reported to General Secretary
Xi Jinping on her growth and learning experience as
the captain of the student flag guard team. She ex-
pressed her aspiration to become a cultural ambassa-
dor with both a strong sense of patriotism and an in-
ternational perspective.

X. Xi Jinping’s Thinking on Flags and the
Amendment of the National Flag Law

In February and March 2019, Xi Jinping issued two
important directives regarding the improvement of the
National Flag Law. The Standing Committee of the
National People’s Congress attached great importance
to this, incorporating the amending of the National
Flag Law into the annual legislative work plan. The
Legislative Affairs Committee promptly initiated the
revision process. After extensive nationwide re-
search, discussions, and consultations with some cen-
tral and state organs, a draft amendment to the Na-
tional Flag Law was formulated.

XI. Xi Jinping’s Thinking on Flags Encompasses
Hong Kong, Macau, and Taiwan in Flag-Raising
Ceremonies

During the 2009 East Asian Games in Hong Kong,
flag-raising experts from the Beijing Olympics were
invited to provide training, adhering to the “Chinese-
style” flag-raising standards and protocols used dur-
ing the Beijing Olympics.

Beginning in July 1, 2021, various disciplinary forces
in Hong Kong began to adopt Chinese-style drill
movements. By July 1, 2022, the Hong Kong Police
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Figure 8. The University of Macau’s flag-
raising team competes in Beijing, 2019.

Force had fully transitioned to using Chinese-style
drill movements, commands, and rifle handling tech-
niques for flag-raising ceremonies. This change made
the flag-raising ceremonies in Hong Kong more sol-
emn, and more Chinese and sovereignty-oriented.

On May 4, 2019, the University of Macau invited the
national chief instructor of school flag-raisers to de-
liver a lecture on the national flag and train students
in flag-raising ceremonies. In
November 2019, the University
of Macau’s flag-raising team
traveled to Beijing to participate
in the 6th National University
Flag-Raising Exchange and the
selection of the top ten flag-
raisers (fig. 8). In 2024, the
University of Macau organized
flag-raising teams from seven
universities in Macau to con-
duct an exchange and display
activity at the University of
Macau, achieving the localiza-
tion and normalization of flag-
raising ceremonies.

On September 26, 2023, the “Cross-Strait Joint Flag-
Raising of the Five-Starred Red Flag” National Flag
Culture Academic Seminar was held in Beijing. The
seminar featured online and offline participation from
prominent figures, including Wei Mingren, who has
led flag-raising ceremonies at the “Ershui Base” in
Taiwan since 2016; Lin Dewang, Chairman of the
Taiwan People’s Communist Party, who organized
the raising of the Five-Starred Red Flag in Tainan; Li
Xiaosong, daughter of former Vice Chairman of the
Central People’s Government Li Jishen; Zhang Haot-
ing, grandson of former Vice Chairman of the Nation-
al People’s Congress Zhang Zhizhong; Li Yukun,
who proposed the National Flag Law of the People’s
Republic of China; Lin Yanzhi, Vice President of the
Yan’an Spirit Research Association; and Zhao Xin-
feng, Chief Instructor of National University Flag-
Raisers, who attended the forum online and offline,
telling the feat of raising the five-starred red flag in
Taiwan.

The seminar was a milestone in the history of New
China, marking the first time a cross-strait academic
discussion on national flag culture was held.
The conference reached a high level of consensus on
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advancing cross-strait academic research on flag cul-
ture, enhancing interaction and exchange among
young flag-raisers, and strengthening the international
discourse on Chinese flag culture.

XII. Xi Jinping’s Thoughts and the Party Flag

Since the founding of People’s Republic of China, the
Central Committee has issued several summary notic-
es regarding the production and use of the Party flag
but until recently had not made detailed regulations.
On September 21, 1996, the General Office of the
Central Committee issued the “Regulations on the
Production and Use of the Party Flag and Emblem of
the Communist Party of China”. These regulations,
consisting of twelve articles, marked the first clear
guidelines on the production and use of the Party flag.

On July 9, 2019, the Central and State Organs’ Party
Building Work Conference was held in Beijing. Xi
Jinping emphasized that central and state organs
should focus on strengthening grassroots organiza-
tions, with an emphasis on enhancing organizational
capability. He advocated for driving progress from
both ends and in the middle, promoting backward
units to catch up with the advanced, and making the
advanced even more outstanding. This approach aims
to ensure that each Party member becomes a vibrant
red flag and that every Party branch serves as a
stronghold where the Party flag flies high.

On March 23, 2021, the Central Committee held a
press conference to introduce the celebrations for the
100th anniversary of the founding of the Communist
Party of China. The Ministry of Organization re-
vealed that, in celebration of the Party’s centenary,
the “Party Flag High in Grassroots Frontlines” initia-
tive was launched. This activity was designed to in-
spire and mobilize grassroots Party organizations and
members to stay true to their original mission, re-
member their purpose, and strive to embark on a new
journey and achieve new progress.

On June 17, 2021, the Standing Committee of the
Political Bureau of the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of China (CPC) reviewed and ap-
proved the new “Regulations on the Production and
Use of the Party Emblem and Party Flag of the Com-
munist Party of China”. The Central Committee offi-
cially issued these regulations on June 26, 2021.
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Compared to the previous “Provisions on the Produc-
tion and Use of the Party Emblem and Party Flag of
the Communist Party of China”, the new regulations
represented significant enhancements and expansions.

First, the regulations were reviewed and approved by
the Standing Committee of the Political Bureau of the
CPC Central Committee and were issued by the Cen-
tral Committee.

Second, the regulations now include 24 articles, add-
ing content on Party flag education. This includes the
stipulation that knowledge of the Party emblem and
Party flag should be an important part of Party history
education, Party member training, and training for
Party membership applicants. It also requires Party
organizations at all levels to educate Party members,
Communist Youth League members, Young Pioneers,
and the general public about the history and spiritual
significance of the Party emblem and Party flag, pro-
moting the proper use and respect of these symbols.

Third, the regulations stress that maintaining the dig-
nity of the Party flag is a political responsibility of
Party organizations at all levels. They clearly define
the supervisory responsibilities for the production,
sale, and use of the Party flag.

Fourth, the regulations specify that the Party flag
must not be used in private activities, as identifiers in
private spaces or personal online platforms, or as dec-
orations in daily life. They also state that the Party
flag must not be hung or inserted upside down, or
used in any other manner that would damage the dig-
nity of the Party emblem and Party flag, thereby mak-
ing the production, supervision, education, and use of
the Party flag more practical and enforceable.
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Conclusion

Xi Jinping’s thinking on flags, which began forming
in 1990, has undergone 34 years of development and
refinement, evolving into a comprehensive ideologi-
cal framework. This ideology vividly illustrates the
historical inevitability of Xi Jinping’s rise as the core
leader of the Party, the nation, and the military since
the 18th National Congress.

This framework encompasses aspects of Chinese civi-
lization, patriotism, national defense education, flag
etiquette, academic studies on flags, cross-strait reuni-
fication, and the exchange and mutual learning be-
tween both sides of the Taiwan Strait. It also includes
the practice of laws related to the national flag.

Xi Jinping’s thinking on flags is not merely static
theoretical discourse or academic research; it is also
embodied in solemn state ceremonies, the upheld
faith in the flag, deep national sentiments, the support
of hundreds of millions of Chinese people, and a clear
direction for advancing Chinese-style modernization.
It carries a sense of sanctity, ceremony, and rever-
ence, making it an ideology that can be practiced by
everyone and should be adhered to by all.
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