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The National Flag Customized
for Flag-Raising Ceremonies

ZHAO Xinfeng

Abstract

The way the Chinese national flag is raised is differ-
ent from that of many other countries, where the flag
is often carried and folded by hand. In China, the
national flag is first neatly tied onto a flagmast (a
form of batten the height of the hoist), after which the
flag bearer attaches the flagmast and the flag together
to the flag halyard. The flag is then raised using ei-
ther a motorized or manual mechanism.

Due to the lack of clear national standards and tech-
nical requirements, many national flags sold on the
market are not suitable for flag-raising ceremonies.
Before the ceremony, flag raisers have to cut open the
upper end of the flagpole sleeve in order to insert the
flagmast and affix the flag with tape or threads to
hoist the flag. These practices often damage the flag.

Through years of raising and lowering the national
flag and training flag-raisers, Zhao Xinfeng identified
the root cause of this issue: the lack of specific stand-
ards in flag manufacturing. After years of research,
numerous custom prototypes, and continuous im-
provements, he finally developed the “National Flag
Customized for Flag-Raising Ceremonies” in 2021.

On New Year’s Day, 2022, Zhao Xinfeng presented
the first customized national flag for flag-raising cere-
monies to the militia post of Kaishan Island, where it
was raised by Honorary Director Wang Shihua and
the militia guarding the island. On the National Day
in 2022, a flag-raising ceremony was held in Tainan
by Lin Dewang, the chairman of Taiwan People’s
Communist Party, in which the customized flag was
raised for the first time over Chinese Taiwan.
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I. National Flag Standards

On September 28, 1949, the Presidium of the First
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Figure 1. The official specifications for the
national flag, 1949.

Plenary Session of the Chinese People’s Political

Consultative Conference prom-
ulgated the Directions for the
Making of the National Flag.
This document has served as
the sole basis for the production
of China’s national flag for
many years (fig. 1). Due to the
production conditions in 1949,
the manufacturing method in-
structions did not specify the
process technology. Due to the
lack of quantitative manufactur-
ing standards, the quality of
national flag production is une-
ven. Taking the 1990 Beijing
Asian Games as an example,
many of the five-star red flags
hanging in the streets and alleys
were of different colors and
specifications. Later, the mu-
nicipal government sent rele-
vant departments to conduct
inspections and sealed batches
of inaccurate national flags that
were not allowed to be sold.

After the implementation on October 1, 1990, of the
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Figure 2. The national standards for the Nation-

al Flag and the Standard Color Sample of the
National Flag, 1991 and 2004.

Law of the People’s Republic of China on the Nation-
al Flag, Professor Wang Daheng, a gold medal winner

of China’s “Two Bombs and
One Satellite”, one of the initia-
tors of the “National 863 Plan”,
and chairman of the National
Color Standardization Tech-
nical Committee, led a team of
experts to develop two national
standards: “National Flag” and
“Standard Color Sample of the
National Flag”. These two na-
tional standards were imple-
mented on December 1, 1991.
On July 1, 2004, new national
standards for the National Flag
and the National Flag Color
Sample went into effect (fig. 2).
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These two national standards (National Flag and Na-
tional Flag Color Sample) are manufacturing stand-
ards for national flags. For the method of flag-raising,
it is stated that “metal or plastic rings in harmonious
colors with the flag surface and flagpole sleeve are
allowed to be placed at appropriate positions on the
upper and lower ends of the flagpole sleeve.”

However, there is no set standard for the customized
national flag used for flag-raising ceremonies.

From 1989 until the Tiananmen flag-raising ceremo-
ny, during the more than 30 years of raising and low-
ering the national flag, training flag-raisers in schools,
training flag-raisers in major international competi-
tions, and lecturing on the National Flag Law, I found
that there were common problems that needed to be
solved in the use of the national flag in flag-raising
ceremonies across the country.

II. Problems in Raising the National Flag

1. The fabrics of national flags sold online are thin
and translucent, weighing approximately 50 to 60
grams. This makes them lack the dignity they should
have and makes them easy to damage.

2. The stitching at the edge of these flags is not se-
cure, especially at the two right-angle corners on the
outer edge. When flown at high altitudes, these areas
are prone to unraveling and damage.

3. The national flag’s sleeve usually has an opening
with a cord on only one end, while the other end is
sealed. Before the flag-raising ceremony, flag bearers
need to either cut open the sealed end with scissors
and sew a cord onto it, or use wire or tape to secure
the flag to the flagpole. These practices and affixing
methods can inadvertently damage the flag.

4. The connection between the flag’s sleeve and the
flag surface is not secure, and the fabric of the flag-
pole sleeve is also very thin. During flag-raising cer-
emonies, when the flag bearer needs to unfurl the flag
with force, the bottom edge of the flag often tears
away from the flagpole sleeve. Additionally, flags
that remain raised for extended periods at high alti-
tudes sometimes experience separation between the
flag surface and the sleeve, which damages the image
of the national flag.
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5. The diameter of the flagpole sleeve does not match
that of the flagmast (a form of batten the height of the
hoist), so the sleeve is wrinkled, uneven, and unat-
tractive when the flag is tied to the flagmast.

6. The length of the flag sleeve does not match that of
the flagmast, with many flagmasts exceeding the
height of the flag, leaving a significant portion of the
pole exposed.

I11. Features of the Customized National Flag for
Flag-Raising Ceremonies

1. Fabric, Structure, and Craftsmanship

In order to make the national flag more dignified and
the flag-raising ceremony in China more standard-
ized, we have invented the special “customized na-
tional flag for flag-raising ceremonies” (figs. 3a—4b),
which has the following characteristics and ad-
vantages:

(1) Thickened Fabric with Nano-Coating

The fabric is thickened to approximately 90 grams,
which is 30% to 40% heavier than conventional na-
tional flags. A nano-coating is added to enhance col-
or-fastness. This makes the flag more dignified,
dense, and durable.

(2) Windproof Reinforcement at Corners

The three edges of the flag are reinforced with double
stitching, with special attention given to the two right-
angle corners on the outer edge, which are strength-
ened with triangular wind-resistant reinforcements.
This improves the flag’s wind resistance by more than
double that of current national flags.

(3) Flag Secured with Two Openings and Ties on
Both Ends

The “Customized National Flag” has openings on
both ends with specially sewn ties for securing.
When used by flag bearers, the flag can be directly
fixed to both ends of the flagmast, eliminating the
need for cutting, sewing, or using adhesive tapes,
thereby preventing damage to the flag sleeve and pre-
serving the dignity of the flag.
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Figure 3a. Conventional national flag fabric:
thin (50-60 g) with unreinforced edges and

corners.
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Figure 4a. Conventional national flag ends:
one or no tie rope, sleeve not firmly connected.

(4) Reinforced Sleeve

The “Customized National Flag” has a thickened and
reinforced sleeve. Firstly, thicker fabric is used to
increase its strength. Secondly, the connection
between the sleeve and the flag is double stitched,
preventing the flag from tearing during unfurling or
separating from the pole while raised at high alti-
tudes.
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Figure 3b. Customized national flag fabric:
thicker (90 g) with double-stitched edges and
reinforced corners.
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Figure 4b. Customized national flag ends: two
knotless ropes, sleeve firmly connected.
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The conventional national flag
is easily hung upside down dur-
ing use due to factors such as
the nervousness of flag raisers.
This issue often occurs during
major international events (fig.
5). The combination of the
“Customized National Flag”
and its specialized flagmast
prevents the flag from being
hung incorrectly.

(2) The diameter and length
of the sleeve match the flag-
mast appropriately

The customized national flag-
mast is made of high-quality

MG - F RS EES EERR S > FHAE stainless steel (instead of a bamboo pole, wooden

stick, or plastic tube), with metal rings and hooks at

EMEES “CHEKE EFEUCEE) - [EH both ends (fig. 6). Its diameter and length are precise-
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ly matched to the sleeve of the customized national
flag, ensuring a closer, smoother, and more aestheti-
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Figure 6. The flagmast assembly consists of a tube to which the flag’s hoist is attached, which in turn clips onto another tube

through which the flag halyard runs.
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Figure 7. Zhao Xinfeng receives a national flag

pole.
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Figure 8. Wang Shihua poses with a new
generation of militiamen guarding Kaishan
Island after raising the customized national
flag in 2022.
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IV. Applications of the Customized National Flag
in Flag-Raising Ceremonies

During the flag-raising ceremony at the 2008 Beijing
Olympic Games, tennis courts, archery ranges, hock-
ey fields and other venues used the electric flagpole
device and system developed by me for awards.

On New Year’s Day in 2012, I
donated a stainless-steel flag-
pole to the Kaishan Island mili-
tia post. Wang Jicai, a militia
soldier guarding the island, told
me that his biggest expense on
the island was buying national
flags. When the wind is strong
on the island, the national flag
will be blown apart in just one
day. He presented me with a
retired national flag (fig. 7). 1
kept this in mind and custom-
ized some improved national

Wang Jicai died guarding the
island in 2018 and did not use
the flag later dedicated in the flag-raising ceremony.
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Figure 9. Zhao Xinfeng meets with Wang
Shihua on Kaishan Island, after presenting a

customized national flag in 2022 in front of the
statue of her late husband, Wang Jicai .
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Figure 11. the Taiwan People’s Communist
Party raises the five-star red flag on October 1,
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Figure 10. Zhao Xinfeng gives a special lecture
on national flag raising to foundations in 2022.

After unremitting research and hard work, the
“Customized National Flag for Flag-Raising Ceremo-
nies” was finally successfully developed in 2021, and
I applied for an patent from the State Intellectual
Property Office.

On New Year’s Day in 2022, 1 once again visited
Kaishan Island, bringing the first customized national
flag for the flag-raising ceremony. In the presence of
the bronze statue of martyr Wang Jicai, who was hon-
ored as a “Model of the People”, I presented the first
customized national flag for the flag-raising ceremo-
ny to Wang Shihua, who was also honored as a
“Model of the People”, and a new generation of is-
land-guarding militiamen on Kaishan Island watched
as the first rays of sunlight illuminated the flag flut-
tering in the sky (figs. 8-9). In June 2022, Yunmen
Temple in Shaoguan, Guangdong, became the first
religious site in the country to use a national flag spe-
cifically for flag-raising ceremonies.

On September 27, 2022, the
anniversary of the birth of the
national flag of China, I was
invited by the Third Party Com-
mittee of the Social Service
Foundation in Beijing and the
Beijing Jingyan Foundation to
give a special lecture. During
this event, I presented custom-
ized national flags to represent-
atives from twenty foundations
(fig. 10).
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Before the National Day of
2022, I sent customized nation-
al flags from Beijing to Lin
Dewang, the chairman of Chi-
nese Taiwan People’s Com-
munist Party. On the morning
of October 1, 2022, at the same
time as the flag-raising ceremo-
ny in Tiananmen Square, the
Party organized nearly 500 resi-
dents of Tainan to hold a flag-
raising ceremony at the Red
Boat Base. This marked the
first time the customized flag
for the flag-raising ceremony
was raised in Taiwan (fig. 11).

2022, at the Red Boat Base in Taiwan.
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At the 7th National Flag Culture Forum held at Geng-
dan Institute of Beijing University of Technology on
May 4, 2023, 1 presented a cus-
tomized flag for the flag-raising
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Figure 12. Zhao Xinfeng presents a customized
national flag to the officers and soldiers of the
Shenxian Bay border outpost.
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ceremony to the officers and
soldiers stationed at the Shen-
xian Bay border outpost, which
stands at an altitude of over
5,000 meters near the border
with India (fig. 12).

In May 2024, Yuan Chao, sec-
retary of the Party Committee
of Guangzhou Yiyuan Primary
School who was teaching in
Tibet, also presented the flag
dedicated to the flag-raising
ceremony to two primary
schools in Medog County.

Conclusion

The invention and creation of the “Customized
National Flag for Flag-Raising Ceremonies” stemmed
from a profound love for the national flag and a com-
mitment to standardizing flag-raising ceremonies.
If the flag-raising team and its actions were standard-
ized while the flag itself remained unstandardized and
subpar, it would be a significant shortcoming.
Through years of observation and reflection, com-
bined with scientific methods and technological ad-
vancements, the wind-resistant customized national
flag for flag-raising ceremony was finally developed.
This achievement ensures that the Five-Star Red Flag
can flutter with greater dignity and for a longer dura-
tion, fulfilling the original intent of honoring the
national flag.
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