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Flags and Coats of Arms of
the Kingdom of Belgium

Michel R. LUPANT

Abstract

This paper describes the Belgian national flag and
coat of arms and its evolution together with other
symbols such as the Royal, Navy, Army, Air Force,
Ministry of Defense, special civil ensign, jack, and
call for a pilot flags.

The first tricolor horizontal flag—red, yellow and
black—was displayed in the streets during the Revo-
lution of 1830. In 1831 the Provisional Government
adopted a flag with vertical stripes.

The Arms of the Kingdom were adopted by a Royal
Decree dated 17 March 1837. The royal flag follows
the pattern adopted by Decree in 1921. It shows the
Belgian lion and the royal monogram, “FP” for King
Filip/Philippe since 2013.

In 1994 Belgium became a Federal Kingdom with
a very complicated structure: there are three Commu-
nities (Flemish, French, and German), three Regions
(Flanders, Wallonia, and Brussels-Capital, also called
Federation Wallonia-Brussels), and ten Provinces
(Antwerpen, Brabant Wallon, Flemish Brabant,
Hainaut, Liége, Limburg, Luxembourg, Namur, Oost
Flanders, and West Flanders). This paper presents the
evolution of their flags and arms.

In Brussels-Capital there are two cultural Commis-
sions, the French Community Commission of the Re-
gion of Brussels—Capital and the Flemish Community
Commission of the Region of Brussels-Capital; both
adopted their symbols in 1992.
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Figure 1. 1787 tricolor cockade in the
Brabantine colors of black, yellow, and red.
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The Brabantine Revolution and the Birth of the
Belgian Colors

On 30 May 1787, responding to a provocation by the
Emperor of Austria, the residents of Brussels used a
tricolor cockade with the colors of the shield of the
Duchy of Brabant (fig. 1): Sable a lion, Or, armed and
langued Gules. The birth of these three colors was not
the birth of a flag because at the time the colors were
used as roundels or bows on buttons or uniforms but
without a defined order. On 28 August 1787 an Im-
perial Edict prohibited the use of these colors. On 10
December 1789, when the real revolution began, the
three colors reappeared. On 11 January 1791 the
Constitution of the United
States of Belgium was pro-
claimed. There are no ref-
erences to the use of a flag
by that Republic. The em-
blems of troops used many
painted colors with arms,
allegories, the Belgian lion
and, the three colors spe-
cially as an edge around the
flag .

There are different repre-
sentations with a tricolor
flag, sculpture, engravings
.. perhaps reflecting artis-
tic license.
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The population quickly
forgot these colors, as they
did not reappear in 1794,
during the Farmer’s Revo-
lution at the time of the
French Directory.

The Revolution of 1830

A few years later Belgium became a part of France,
then from 1815 to 1830, a part of the Kingdom of the
Netherlands.

On 26 August 1830 the revolution against the Dutch
began. In Brussels many flags appeared but with dif-
ferent colors. On the City Hall a French flag was
hoisted, probably by supporters of the union with
France. Lucien Jottrand, a barrister and journalist,
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Figure 2. The 1830 Belgian Revolutionary
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asked his friend Edouard Ducpétiaux to create a flag
with the colors of 1790 to avoid the recapture of the
movement by pro-French partisans. He went to a
small street, “rue de la Colline”, near the City Hall
where a fabric shop was located. The merchant, Mrs.
Abts, immediately manufactured two flags. The first
was hoisted at the City Hall, at 11 a.m., in place of the
French flag; the second was used by a Mr. Van Hulst
in front of the 1st Company of the Burgers Guard, to
unite the people of Brussels with the national cause,
the Belgian cause. The flag met with immediate suc-
cess.

The Belgian flag spread quickly through Brussels and
in the country like wildfire.

Independence

On 30 September 1830 the first official text with ref-
erence to the national colors was published, in the
regulation of the Urban Guard of Brussels. Any
opportunity to quell the breach was lost on 26
September 1830 when a Na-
tional Congress was summoned
to draw up a Constitution and
the Provisional Government
was established under Charles
Latour Rogier. A Declaration
of Independence followed on 4
October 1830. On 27 October
the provisional government
adopted the tri-colored cockade
for official use by the Army.

The first Belgian flag was
a tricolor with horizontal
red, yellow, and black stripes

(fig. 2).

On 23 January 1831 the Provi-
sional Government adopted a flag on sea with vertical
stripes: red, yellow and black (fig. 3). Why vertical
stripes in place of horizontal stripes used for many
months? The answer is not obvious, but probably to
mark the separation from The Netherlands and to
avoid confusion between the two flags at sea—or to
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Figure 5. 1830 “Flag of Honor” presented
to the Commune of Leeuw-Saint-Pierre.
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Figure 3. The flag of Belgium on land and sea.
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Figure 4. The civil flag of Belgium today.

recall the stripes of the
French flag because at
that time France was
Belgium’s primary ally.

There was a contradic-
tion between the text and
the actual flag. The De-
partment of the Navy, in
a directive dated 15 Sep-
tember 1831, and the
Department of the Interi-
or in a dispatch of 12
October 1831, deter-
mined its final form to
be used on sea and on
land. The black color
was now near the pole,
answering to heraldic
norms, and the propor-
tions were to be 4:3.
However, the flag used
on land is 13:15 (fig. 3)
and the civil ensign is
2:3 (fig. 4). Civilians
use the 2:3 flag on land.

The tricolored horizontal
flags were again used in
1832 when King Leo-

pold I offered, on 13 September, “Flags of Honour”

to the cities which had helped the Revolution, but that

disposition disappeared completely in 1838 (fig. 5).

6. fF EEEERIRBE -

The Arms of the
Kingdom were
adopted by a
Royal Decree of
17 March 1837.
There are the
Great Arms used
also as a Great
Seal of the
Kingdom (fig. 6)
and the lesser
Arms also used
a lesser Seal of
the Kingdom.

Figure 6. Great Arms used as a Great

Seal of the Kingdom.
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The shield is the shield of the old Duchy of Brabant:

“Sable a lion rampant Or, armed and langued, Gules”.
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Figures 7-10. Belgian arms with mottoes in French, Dutch, German, and two languages.

18374 LA A TA
‘HEE LR (E7) o
EIEFEZIENEAH 5

15 -

s IE"  (E8) FfEiEny “Hl
gy E” (E9) - ERIIR

R A NGE B A M
= (&10) -

EFHER

1858FRH T —HmAHEELE
=2 FEIN - HAETTEH S
BT 19214E7 H21 H B5EAS YN
AR - X R (BFEHIE)
FRIREIR » (SRR (8 FH A B
AR B B R B 2 Y B, -
D bEFIRi+ » FHEEERTE
i o FANAEREEERZENF
[SEERE

B 11 - 12, SEFRS EFRFEF R
18 F S A EE Rt E SRR -

Figures 11-12. Belgian royal flags
for King Philippe and Queen
Consort Mathilde.

The motto which appeared on the il-
lustrations of 1837 was only in
French. L’Union fait la Force” (fig. 7)
(“Unity makes Strength”) but at pre-
sent time there is a motto in Dutch
“Eendracht maakt Macht” (fig. 8) and
in  German  “Einigkeit = macht
Stark” (fig. 9). The State’s authorities
generally use the lesser Arms with a
bilingual motto (fig. 10).

The Royal flag

A royal flag was adopted in 1858—the
tricolor with the king’s arms. The
present flag follows the pattern adopt-
ed by a Royal Decree on 21 July 1921.
It’s “rouge ponceau” (poppy color),
but in fact the color used is close to
the color of the Order of Leopold’s
ribbon. In its center is the Belgian
lion surmounted by the Royal crown.
In each corner is the monogram of the
King or Queen.
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Figure 13. The flag of Belgium in
- 4:3 proportions as flown over the
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King Albert I was the first to use that flag, currently
King Filip/Philippe “FP” and the Queen Consort
Mathilde “M” use a similar flag with their monogram,
at sea (fig. 11) and on a car (fig. 12). The shield is
different between the two kinds of flags.

The National Flag on Royal
Palaces

The flag hoisted over the palace of
Brussels is 4 x 3 m, whereas the flag
hoisted over the palace of Laeken is
3.2 x 2.4 m. The exaggeration of the
dimensions of the flags is based on
aesthetic considerations—due to the
size of the buildings on which they
are hoisted, they are viewed from far
below (fig. 13).

The Belgian national flag is hoisted
over the palaces of Brussels and
Laeken when the King is present in
Belgian territory (but not necessarily
present in one of the palaces).

royal palace in Brussels.
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Distinctive Official Flags

The birth of distinctive flags to be used on sea dates
from a Royal Directive of 28 October 1936:

6.1. the national flag on sea (merchant flag) has a size
of 2:3 (fig. 4).

6.2. the flag of the State’s Navy uses the Belgian lion
armed and langued red surmounted by a black crown
(fig. 14).

6.3. the same flag but without the crown is hoisted on
ships commanded by an Officer noted down in the
Roll of Navy (Special civil ensign) and with 1/3 of
sailors also down in the Roll of Navy. The Roll of the
Navy is in fact the naval reserve in the case of a gen-
eral mobilization (fig. 15).

6.5. Since 12 May 1938, yachts have used a distinc-
tive flag with a yellow Royal Crown in the 1/3 part of
the black stripe (fig. 16). That flag is only for the
yachts registered in yachting associations agreed by
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Figures 14-16. The flags of the flag of the State’s Navy, Naval Reserve, and private yachts.

REOSRIAIBE T EAE O ER T EAV IR
B CE16) - ASEREIR A TR KRR
REE L EIRRE - LA A AT
i (19665E3 H1SH 25%7E%)

the Minister, other yachts use the flag without the
crown (Royal Decree 15 March 1966).
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Figure 17. The Belgian jack.
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Figure 18. “Call a Pilot” flag, no longer in use.
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Figure 19. “Call a Pilot” flag, currently in use.

6.6. The Jack is the same as the national flag but
square (fig. 17).

6.7. The flag to call a pilot is the tricolor framed in
white (fig. 18). That flag is no longer in use—ships
now use a red flag with a white letter “P” (fig. 19).

The Navy

Belgium’s navy has used three different flags during
its eventful history. The first Belgian Military Navy
was created in 1831 under the name “Royal Navy”
and used the flag adopted on 23 January 1831. It was
dissolved as a War Navy in April 1832 but continued
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its civilian services under the name “State’s Navy”.
There were different attempts to re-form a War Navy
(as from November 1919 to March 1927) under the
name “Corps of Torpedoes and Sailors”. Some of its
ships used the national tricolor without any badge.

Out of necessity, in 1934 the State’s Navy again
entered war service. In fact from 1936 to 1940 the
State’s Navy flag was the Belgian Ensign. Com-
manders of the steamships of the State’s Navy
retained the privilege to hoist a war pennant (1/4 of
their length) (fig. 20).

Figure 20. Belgian war pennant, 1936-40.

3

A “Navy Corps “ was created in in 1939 which re-
ceived warships in February 1940 and was incorpo-
rated in the Royal British Navy until the end of the
Second World War. Its vessels used two flags: the
flag of the Royal Navy and the flag of the Belgian
State’s Navy (fig. 14) (per British Admiralty Fleet
Order 3 April 1941).

A Military Navy was restored in 1946 in the context
of the State’s Navy under the name ‘“Naval Force”.
On 28 February 1948 it was integrated in the Army
Forces. For that reason the flag of the State’s Navy
disappeared on these
military ships and on 23
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February 1950 a dis-
tinctive new flag was
adopted by a Directive
of the Prince Regent.
The flag is white with a
cross of St. Andrew in
the national colors,
above two guns sur-
mounted by the Royal

S

i
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—MHFIAT - A B (E
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Crown and below an
anchor and rope, all in
black (fig. 21). The

Figure 21. The Belgian Naval Ensign.
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Figure 22. The Belgian Royal Air Force flag.

e 2

1982. 19829 H 1T H » R T B ZERTHHIR » X2
— A SRR E R o EREALEHY -
AR CHIERES © &R EEE

Naval Force became the Navy on 1 July 1996 and
then the Marine Component of the Belgian Armed
Forces on 1 January 2002.

The Belgian Royal Air Force

On 4 February 1948 the Belgian Royal Air Force
adopted a flag. It is medium blue with the tricolor
cockade in the center edged in yellow and in the can-
ton a black shield edged
in red with a yellow he-
raldic lion with red
tongue and nails sur-
mounted by a Royal
Crown and with two
wings, all in yellow.
The full shield is edged
in black. Later the roun-
del was printed without
its yellow edge (fig. 22).
On 1 January 2002, the
Air Force became the
Air Component of the
Belgian Armed Forces.

The Army

The flag of the Force Terrestre (Army) was adopted
on 1 September 1982. It is a white flag with a shield.
The shield is red with a black embattled wall. The
shield is charged with a raised sword held by two
hands, the sinister bare and
the dexter covered with a
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gauntlet. The dexter hand is
placed over the sinister. The
sword and the hands are all
yellow. The shield is topped
by a Royal crown which is
yellow with a red cap and
decorated with white pearls
and gems (fig. 23a). On 1
January 2002, the Army

20021 H1H - FEZERH T E
Bl ZE A R AT o o
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became the Land Compo-
nent of the Belgian Armed
Forces.

Figure 23a. The flag of the Belgian Army, 1982.
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The Defence

Since 1 January 2002, the Defence has been orga-
nized into four components: Land, Navy, Air Force,
and the Medical Service. A
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new logo has been adopted on
a white background for the
S Army Component (fig. 23b).
lnm It shows the emblem of

\ NATO, European Union and
TERRE p

the Belgian crown on a white
background.

The flag of the Ministry of
Defense (fig. 24) is white sur-
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Figure 23b. The flag of the Belgian Army, 2002.

rounded by a narrow green
border with the emblem of the
Ministry in the middle. The
roundel-like emblem in the
middle of the flag has a blue
outer ring, containing 12 yel-
low five-pointed stars and the
NATO (North Atlantic Treaty
Organization) star in the bot-
tom. The next ring is red and
the next one is yellow. There
is an inner black disc and on it
and on the yellow ring a
brown rampant lion, covering
above it, a royal crown.
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Figure 24. The flag of the Belgian Ministry of

Defense.
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Federal Kingdom of Belgium

Since 1994, Belgium has been a Federal Kingdom.
The work to create autonomous communities and re-
gions began in the 1970s. On 29 September 1992, the
St Michael’s Day Agreement finalized the negotia-
tions for the reorganization of the State. On that date
the agreement was signed between the negotiators
and was adopted by the Parliament on 14 July 1993.
The new Federal Constitution dated 17 February 1994
adopted, in its article 193, the colors red, yellow, and
black for the flag. It is the same text as that adopted
in January 1831. The description would be more
correct by saying: black, yellow, and red—because
the black is near the pole!
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The organization of the new Federal Kingdom is very
complicated:

There are national institutions at a federal level: the
King and the Parliament, made up by the Chamber of
Representatives and the Senate.

There are three Communities: the Flemish Commu-
nity (capital city, Brussels), the French Community of
Belgium (capital city: Brussels), and the German-
speaking Community (capital city: Eupen).

There are three Regions: the Flemish Region amalga-
mated with the Flemish Community, the Region of
Wallonia (capital city: Namur), including the German
Community, and the Region of Brussels-Capital. In
Brussels-Capital is a special Community Commission
divided in two parts: the French Community Com-
mission and the Flemish Community Commission.

There are also 10 Provinces where
the Governors are chosen by the
King: Five Flemish provinces:
Antwerpen (Antwerp), Limburg,
Oost Vlaanderen (East Flanders),
Vlaams Brabant (Flemish Bra-
bant), West Vlaanderen (West
Flanders) and five French-
speaking provinces: Brabant wal-
lon (Walloon Brabant), Hainaut,
Liege, Luxembourg, and Namur.
The province of Brabant was split
on 1 January into two provinces

X (i) - #th= {2l 2=k
Vo A = @B > il = fEsEcEEAk The Communities, the Region of
AINETEREDER - .

> MEEREEAXH

X~ R ~ A gE

is now outside a province.

Wallonia, the Region of Brussels-
Capital, the Community Commis-

Map 1. Map of Belgium showing the provinces sions of the Region of Brussels-

IREEHX - & ZERY (black lines) and regions (colors).

Capital, and the provinces all have

Yellow = Flanders, Red = Wallonia, their own flags.

HH XX Z RSN S Blue = German-speaking part,

Orange = Brussels Capital Region.

HHEAH CHIHI -
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The Flemish Community (Vlaamse Gemeenschap)

25. FhHIes ANHIE SRR -

Figure 25. The traditional flag
of the Flemish.
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Figure 27. Provisional
Flemish arms, 1988.

27. 1988 FEHHALCE it

26. FRFITELEMARIITTIEIR - T 1973 42
H 0 3T 1985 FFEIERARL -

Figure 26. The current flag of the Flemish
Community, adopted 1973 and regularized 1985.

For many centuries, the
Flemish used a black lion,
with red tongue and nails, on
a yellow field. At first it was
a heraldic lion and generally
square (fig. 25).

A Decree of the Dutch Cul-
tural Community dated 6 July
1973 adopted a flag, a hymn,
and a Community Day (11
July—the anniversary of the
Battle of the Golden Spurs in
1302 against the King of
France). The flag was not
regularized until the decree
signed by the Ministry of
Culture of the Flemish Com-
munity on 11 July 1985.
The lion is black, edged in
white, with red tongue and
nails on a yellow field. Its
proportions are 2:3 (fig. 26).

On 30 March 1988 the
“Vlaamse Raad” (now Flem-
ish Parliament) adopted a
new Decree on the flag,
arms, hymn, and Community
Day. The arms are: Or, a
lion Sable, armed and
langued Gules accompanied

by 5 stars, Sable. The shield is surrounded by a Royal

Crown. These arms were provisional arms (fig. 27).

New arms were adopted

Figure 28. Flemish arms,

1991.

28. FHAICEERE - 1991
£ o

by a Decree of the Min-
istry of the Culture of
the Flemish Community
on 7 November 1990
and published in the
Moniteur belge (Belgian
Official Bulletin) on 6
December 1990. The
pictures in black and
white and in color were
signed by the Minister of
Culture on 2 January
1991 with a publication
in the Belgian Official
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Bulletin dated 2 March 1991. The lion is Sable

armed and langued Gules on a field, Or (fig. 28). The

L

29. FLPEERE » 1913 4F »

Figure 29. The Walloon flag,
1913.
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30. AR XHEE > 1991
Ao

4

Figure 30. The French Com-
munity arms, 1991.

31 AR XENE » 1991
Ao

Figure 31. The French
Community seal, 1991.

crown and stars adopted in 1988 disappeared.

The French Community of Bel-
gium (Communauté francaise)

As the balance of power and the
numerical weight in Belgium have
gradually shifted in favor of the
Flemish, the French-speaking Wal-
loons felt the necessity for their
own distinctive common emblem.
The Walloon Assemblies at Mons
and Ixelles on 26 March and 20
April 1913 adopted as arms and
flag the red cock on a golden field
(red and yellow being the colors of
Liége, the most important city of
Wallonia). The cock expresses the
kinship of the Walloons to the
French or Gallic cock, which is
singing, head up and beak open. It
is rather the bold cock whose right
foot is raised. The original drawing
of the cock was executed by the
painter P. Paulus. It was also de-
cided that the flag should be deco-
rated with a cravat of the Belgian
colors with the dates 1830 and
1912, to show that the movement
was not directed against Belgium
(fig. 29). But this version was not
used for long.

The Council of the French Com-
munity adopted the flag, arms,
seal, and community day on 18
June 1991. The Decree was signed
by the Minister-President on 3 July
1991 and published in the
Moniteur belge (the Belgian Na-
tional Gazette) on 15 November
1991. The arms are described as
follows: Or, a bold cock, Gules
(fig. 30). The seal used the bold
cock with the device “Communau-
té francaise de Belgique” (French
Community of Belgium) (fig. 31).
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The flag is yellow (pantone
yellow C) with a bold cock
in red (pantone red 032C).
Its size is 2:3 (fig. 32). The
bold cock is inscribed in an
invisible circle which coin-
cides with the center of the
flag; the diameter of which
is equal to the hoist and

whose circumference touch-

es the end of the feathers at
the top and bottom of the
tail and the end of the raised
foot. The horizontality of
the cock is determined by an
invisible line running from
the top of the comb to the
feather at the top of the tail
(fig. 33).

32 - 33 JRIE M XBEIRAI AL -

Figures 32-33. The French Community flag

and specifications.

The day of the French Com-
munity in Belgium is cele-
brated every year on 27
September.

Federation Wallonia-Brussels (Fédération

Wallonie-Bruxelles)

On 4 April 2011, the four main French-speaking po-

litical parties decided to change the name of the

French Community of Belgium to Fédération Wal-
lonie-Bruxelles FWB (Federation Wallonia-Brussels).

In that symbolic way the parties wanted to show that

Brussels and Wallonia are two equal regions working

together in some matters. The Flemish Community

(3

FEDERATION
WALLONIE-BRUXELLES

34. FLPEATEZE/RIEEA -

Figure 34. The Fédération Wallonie-Bruxelles

flag.

does not agree with that change.

The logo was adopted on 27
September 2011. It shows three
letters, “F” for Federation and
French speaking, “W” for Wal-
lonia, “B” for Brussels, and
three colors: red and blue (the
colors of the two regions) and
yellow (for the union of the two
regions). The logo is placed on
a white flag flown on the Fed-
eration’s buildings (fig. 34),
sometimes alone or with the
community flag.
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35. FLFEAXENE »
1998 4F -

Figure 35. The seal of the
Region of Wallonia, 1998.

36. FETEFEXEE > 1990
55'5 °
Figure 36. The shield of the

arms of the German-Speaking
Community, 1990.

37. fEE T XENE > 1990
f‘i o
Figure 37. The seal of the

German-Speaking Community,
1990.

The Region of Wallonia (Région
wallonne)

On 23rd July 1998, the Walloon Par-
liament adopted by a Decree
(Moniteur belge dated 8 August
1998) the yellow flag with the red
cock as flag of the Region of Wal-
lonia. It is the same flag that the one
used by the French speaking Com-
munity of Belgium. It is the flag
adopted in 1913 (figs. 29, 32, & 33).
The seal is depicted in fig. 35.

The German-Speaking
Community (Deutschsprachige Ge-
meinschaft)

By a Decree of 1 October 1990, the
executive power of the German Com-
munity chose 15 November as Com-
munity Day, with the agreement of
the Royal House, because that date is
the national “Féte du Roi” (King’s
Day). By that choice the members
wanted to mark their attachment to
the Crown.

The Decree was published in the
Moniteur belge of 15 November
1990. On that first Community Day,
the local authorities received the
chart with the coat of arms painted
by heraldist Fernand Brose, and the
flag was hoisted.

The shield of the arms is Argent,
with a lion Gules surrounded by nine
Azure cinquefoils flowers surmount-
ed by the Royal Crown, Or and Gules
with stones, Gules and Azure (fig.
36). It also appears in the seal (fig.
37).
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Figures 38 —39. The German Community flag in square and oblong forms.
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The red lion was chosen as a historical reference to
the Duchies of Limburg and Luxemburg because
since the Middle Ages the area of Eupen had been
included in the Duchy of Limburg and the areas of
Bullange and Sankt Vith were part of the Duchy of
Luxemburg for more than 500 years. Limburg and
Luxemburg use a red lion on their shields. The lion
of the German Community is simpler and more mod-
ern to assert the “young” character of the Community.
The flowers symbolize the nine cities of the Commu-
nity; they recall the color and shape of a rare medici-
nal plant, the blue Gentiana pneumonanthe with five
leaves, which grows in the “Fagnes”, a local peat bog.
Blue is also the color of the stripes on the coat of
arms of Luxemburg. The Royal Crown, as crest, jus-
tifies the fact that the President of the Community is

sworn to the

King.

On the offi-
cial chart the
flag is square
with  cords
and tassels in
the national
colors (fig.
38) but the

flag is also

38 - 39. fEIE M KAYBIIROY IETTIP R TTH - used in an

oblong for-
mat (fig. 39).

The Region of Brussels-Capital (Région de Brux-
elles-Capitale / Brusselse Hoofdstedelijk Gewest)

On 17 October 1990 the Council of the Brussels-
Capital Region adopted the iris flower as its symbol.
The iris was chosen because a variety of that plant,
Iris pseudacorus with large yellow flowers, was pre-
sent in old times on the marshy ground of Brussels.
The iris is also present in many pictorial representa-
tions relating to Brussels or made by Brussels artists.
In antiquity, the iris had a symbolic value: in Greek
mythology Iris was the messenger of gods moving on
her rainbow, always with her shoes on to deliver the
messages instantly.
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Region, 2015.
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Figure 40. The flag of the Brussels-Capital

41 &R EH AKX AYHEIR - 2015 4 -

The iris also had another ad-
vantage: it did not recall any
of the 19 cities of the Region
so there would be no confu-
sion with the emblems of
these cities—it allowed the
inhabitants of Brussels to rec-
ognize themselves in that
flower.

40, FEZE R EHAKATREI » 1991 4F - The yellow and blue were

chosen because they are the
European colors and Brussels
is the capital of the European
Union. The white fimbriation
is only for the beauty of the
emblem (fig. 40).

The emblem was presented on
27 February 1991. The flag
of the Region of Brussels-
Capital was prescribed by an
Ordinance adopted on 16 May
1991 and published on 10
September in the Belgian offi-
cial gazette. The length is 1.5
times the hoist. The blue
background is Pantone 280
and the yellow inner part of
the flower is Pantone 116.
The fimbriation is white.

In 2015 the Brussels-Capital Region changed its flag,
replacing the yellow representation of an iris flower
that had been used as the region’s emblem since 1991
with a new logo which was slowly introduced over
some time as part of a revision of region’s branding.
The new flag and emblem are blue with a stylized iris
made up of two outer petals in yellow and a central
petal forming a gray heart with a thick white border
(fig. 41).

The Ordinance adopting the flag was passed in the
Brussels Parliament on 9 January 2015, enacted on 12
February, and published on 19 February 2015 in the
Belgian official gazette. It went into effect on 1
March 2015. The proportions of the flag are 2:3. The
colors are defined as: blue, Pantone 072, yellow, Pan-
tone 102, and gray Pantone 421.
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The French Community Commission of the
Region of Brussels—Capital (Commission
Communautaire Francaise de la Région de
Bruxelles-Capitale)

The Commission was created by a special law on 12
January 1989 and is a particular institution. It is de-
pendent of the French Community of Belgium but
with a large amount of autonomy within the territory
of the Region of Brussels-Capital. The arms, flag,
and seal were chosen on 30 June 1992. The flag and
arms are quarterly: 1 and 4 the red bold cock on yel-

low, emblem of

3RAMEIERE

i NEGHES

{iE > HHENH

B ERICE

USRS =
([&]42a -

42b) -

the French Com-
munity of Bel-
gium, and in 2
and 4 the iris in
yellow and white
on blue, emblem
of the Region of
Brussels-Capital

(figs. 42a-42b).

42a - 42b. I EFEREHRDOE B X ZE R = HIRIEAEIR - 1992 4 -

Figures 42a-42b. The arms and flag of the French Community Commission of

the Region of Brussels—Capital, 1992.
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The Flemish Community Commission of the
Region of Brussels-Capital (Vlaamse Gemeen-
schapscommissie van het Brusselse Hoofdstedelijk
Gewest)

- ERBE T
X > HEAEEREEA
B ol 82 S SN
TRE TR - JHIN - SEER
EIEZAT19924E12 H4H %
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The Commission was created by
a special law on 12 January
1989 and is a particular institu-
tion. It is dependent of the
Flemish Community of Belgium
but with a large amount of au-
tonomy within the territory of
the Region of Brussels-Capital.
The arms, flag, and seal were
adopted on 4 December 1992.

12 > FEAPRMRE D
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HEREE > PREENE
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M 1992 4F o

1992.

43 ATEZEREMARBAEH KE A2

Figure 43. Flag of the Flemish Community
Commission of the Region of Brussels—Capital,

The arms have the shape of a
quadrilateral with two black and
two ochre sides around a Flem-
ish lion in gray dotted lines on a
white background. The flag is
white with the arms in the center
(fig. 43).
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the Region of Brussels—Capital, 2000.
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Figures 44a—44b. The arms and flag of the Flemish Community Commission of

The seal uses the arms with the name of the Commis-
sion around it.

The Flemish
Community

Commission of
the Region of
Brussels-Capital
adopted a new
flag and coat of
arms on 9 June
2000. The new
emblems (figs.
44a—44b) unite
the iris flower
symbol of the
Region, togeth-
er with the
Flemish lion.

The Provinces

The Flemish Provinces

On 21 December 1994 the Flemish Community
adopted a Decree which required that the Provinces
formally adopt a flag and a coat of arms. Before that
Decree these provinces used square banners of their
arms as unofficial flags.

FLANDERS

USSELS
(CAPITAL REGION
and CITY)

/
WALLONIA

Wi 2. EEFIY &4 Map 2. The provinces of Belgium.
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Antwerp (Antwerpen)

On the advice of the Council of Nobility (Raad van
Adel), on 26 October 1928 the provincial administra-
tion of Antwerp adopted a flag of three equally wide
yellow, red, and white stripes. This flag had two
shortcomings: it was not really recognized and it did
not correctly represent the city of Turnhout because
blue was missing (fig. 45).

For many years the authorities used an unofficial
square flag (fig. 46) from the arms (fig. 47), described
below.

45, 2Py TG AYEER 1928 4 -

Figure 45. The flag of Antwerp, 1928.
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46. ZR; TIEHYIEE TR -

Figure 46. Unofficial flag of
Antwerp.

47, 22 TR -

Figure 47. The arms of
Antwerp.

The flag of the Province of Antwerp was adopted by
the Provincial Council on 18 October 1996. The new
flag and coat of arms were formally adopted on 7
January 1997 when Luc Mertens, the Flemish Minis-
ter of the Culture, Family, and Welfare, signed the
documents.

The coat of arms (fig. 48) is described as follows:

1) Gules, a fortified castle with three opened, crenel-
lated towers, Silver, enlightened and constructed,
Sable, the middle tower in the head of the shield with,
a right hand put oblique and with, on the left, a left
hand oblique to the left, twice, Silver. One head
shield, Gold with a double eagle, Sable, langued and
footed, Gules and with a halo, Or.
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Figure 48. The arms of Antwerp, 1997.

2) Or, three pales, Gules, heartshield: Or an eagle,
sable, langued and footed, Gules.

3) Footshield: Silver a pale Azure. The shield is
topped by a crown of a sovereign Margrave. As sup-
porters, on Dexter, a lion, Or, armed and langued
Gules; on Sinister a griffin, Or, armed and langued
Gules. All placed on two crossed horns in natural
color.

The flag is a checkered pattern of 24 squares, in four
rows and six columns. The squares in the upper right
and in the lower left corners are white, next to the
white are blue, then yellow, then red, then white (fig.
49). The red, yellow, blue, and white draw from the
main colors of Antwerp (red-white), Mechelen
(yellow-red), and Turnhout (white-blue), easily con-
firmed by historical precedence.

49, Ze TIAEAYIR - 1999 4 -

Figure 49. The flag of Antwerp, 1997.
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East Flanders (Oost Vlaanderen)

The unofficial flag was long the Flemish flag: a black
heraldic lion with a red tongue and nails on a yellow
field, usually square in shape (see fig. 25).

The proposed coat of
arms (fig. 50) and flag
(fig. 51) adopted by the
Provincial Council was
rejected by the Flemish
Heraldic Council on 21
March 1996 because the
lion had only three nails
on each paw (a standard

heraldic lion should

AELEFNI TN A TUAREE ) - 1%

Prose—

have four nails). The

50. 1996 FEHEHE Lafly 7R (i 22 A s o artist, Fernand Brose,

T pe A2 BB 2 RFiE FH &
BUAVOAR > REEASA 55 T &M
TR o HreaflnyTT AR T IR
TR = BN - A RAERR > #5%
IR G #EEBE SR - HAA
W HIETTIORCA

FHRrCeE 2 S SRR S
EYEIEFR R O IR X =Rk
B2 o RN A RE AT HY 22
P FREAUE - SRR
(D EISCEIN T XABAR TR -

FTEVBIRAIZE T 1998 £ 12 H 14
HIEzUSA - BN SUE ~ ESHEFIR
E & DErEE 7B C (EERTE
) 199 F4H 14 H) -

#E (ES2) fysiian ™ twiE A —H

BEHT > RIS AL e BRI

HEE - B ERBEEZE > HisliEe © K&
R A BRI EEREDT o Rk

N FrAETRHE T ARG ER
R |

Figure 50. Rejected coat of arms for East
Flanders, 1996.

51. 1996 FFEHEHE LAY AR = FE AN -

Figure 51. Rejected flag for East Flanders, 1996.

refused to change this to
four nails, so another
artist had to be found to
make a new drawing. In
this new drawing the
lion is less modern than
in the original. There
are reports that the re-
jected flag was used
unofficially, and that a
square version has been
seen.

Were these three nails
actually the reason for
the rejection of the pro-
posed emblems by the
Flemish authorities?
Another reason may
have been the very stylized drawing of the lion, as
opposed to the heraldic lions in the other Flemish
provinces.

The new flag and coat of arms were officially adopted
on 14 December 1998 when the Flemish Minister of
Culture, Family, and Welfare, Luc Martens, signed
the official papers (Moniteur belge, 14 April 1999).

The coat of arms (fig. 52) is described as follows:
Gold, a lion, Sable, armed and langued Gules sur-
mounted by the Earldom crown with 13 pearls, three
raised; as supporters: two lions, Sable, faced, armed,
langued: Gules, all on a Silver socle with three steps.
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The flag (fig. 53) is divided
into three horizontal stripes
in proportions of 5:6:5, the
upper and lower stripes
green, the middle stripe
alternating white and green
lines in proportions of
1:1:1:1:4:1:1, in the fly a
black lion with red nails and

IR CES3) 7 =K%
20 EEfN5:6:5 0 ETRZREX
Néxd o PREZLEHE
FOgke - BRIy

L:1:1:14: 101 FEREIREY R
H—MRENT - AL

. tongue.
FHIEk -
S2. R 18 E e - 1999 4F - The green color denotes the
45 > S pas S increasing concern for the
SREATR T EEH & R Figure 52. Coat of arms of East Flanders, 1999. . g .
s S s environment, while the four
A MUZRE 2R Tt white lines represent the

rivers that cross the prov-
ince: the thickest represent-
ing the Scheldt (Schelde/
Escaut) and the other ones
the Leie (Lys), the Dender
(Dendre), and the Durme.

ZAEAAR > Bk S AR
HL/R¥E#H (Schelde/Escaut)
HoAth J L& B ERSE T
(Lys) ~ B/ (Dendre )
FIHREEH (Durme) e

53. IR EA TR > 1999 4 -

Figure 53. Flag of East Flanders, 1999.

ko Rt alA A = =] Flemish Brabant (Vlaams Brabant)

The Province of Brabant was divided into two new

TABER B AR AR B (PR provinces (Flemish Brabant, Walloon Brabant) on
FERTELREARRIIERS ) RAE19954E1 A 1H gy - 1 January 1995.

The unofficial flag of the old unit-
ed province of Brabant was black
with a yellow lion with red nails
and tongue, its shape was square
(fig. 54); the coat of arms was the
same but topped by a royal crown
(fig. 55). The colors of that coat
of arms became the colors of the
Belgian flag in 1830 and the lion,
the official Belgian arms.

[HBA AT HIF R B T IS B
R AR ENNT - i TA L e T
FiEsk - RSP (El54) > (&M
[E 5 ETAERER (E55) - &%
EAPEAE IS0 RN T ELAII E Y
B TR T BRI EY BT S

54, AR IR E T

PrEEMEIRT 1996 4 4 H16 HiEZU# i The new coat of arms and flag
. e — - o were officially adopted on 16
af o AL ~ RESEFIKE : .

b pope e A1 . Figure 54. The unofficial flag APH,I 1996 when the FlemlSh
KEEZSEEETE IR - X of Brabant. Minister of Culture, Family, and
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arms of Brabant.

TR R 5 EHYSUR SR
(E57) -

w111 N O o S SR N2\

WHESH S EMEAERAR
B oo MEE T RHEEAR - 128
TEMRMER N Z BT > ZAEER T —1
IFETHYITIE B R (E58) >

EmEAREZE (ES9) HZLEm
T I ERAUT A EE

199655 H8H » A= REN T HrHY
TEMARIZCE » FEAE19964:10H29H

Figure 55. The prior

55. AAIHERFHI AT
56. AAIPHFFHIRIE > 1995 £F -

57 ATRIHTRF I

Figure 57. The flag of Brabant, 1995.

Figure 56. The arms of Brabant, 1995.

1995 4 -

58. MERYIEE TR - H
2 1996 4 -

Figure 58. The unofficial flag
of Limburg, until 1996.

Welfare,
Martens,
signed the offi-
cial drawings.
The emblems
were adopted
by the Provin-
cial Council on
17 January
1995.

Luc

The coat of
arms (fig. 56)
is described as

follows: Sable,
a lion, Or,
armed and

langued Gules
with an escutcheon, Gules:
a fess, Argent, (which is the
coat of arms of Leuven, the
capital city but also the old
Duchy of Lotharingia), sur-
mounted by the crown of
the Duchy of Brabant. As
supporters two lions, Or,
armed and langued, Gules
on a wrought iron, Or.

The flag is black with the
shield from the arms (fig.
57).

Limburg

The Belgian Province of Limburg is
misnamed, since it has no relationship
with the historical Duchy of Limburg.
The Province of Limburg was mostly
constituted by the County of Loon.
Until the adoption of the new flag, the
Province used an unofficial square
white flag (fig. 58) with the red lion,
crown, tongue and nails, in yellow,
from the arms (fig. 59).

A new flag and coat of arms were
adopted by the Provincial Council on 8
May 1996, and confirmed on 29 Octo-
ber 1996 when the Flemish Minister of
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NER > NFREL S - lWETA
—AVNE o NE R SREEROE
AERE (X2t A B B 4Tty
#E) - LA TIABRE - fEk
EE > FEANRE—HAREIRES
BN ~ \FHsEER (R
FEMCT)  EEME R
RIRGECHIIERE - (RFEE IS
EIRF > FTETTENETHA
RIRCEAGF ARG -

MBI AR O EE R LY
qENT - MTFAEEEIE L
FURTF - WiFRE A B F R
— N RE ORI EKESR
SUHBHIETPHE - ERELE
DR (61 © BRYRSE

E23 e

PEfE=EE

=R aEE (A

62) dI°F : feaS3EE > 20
AL N NEEFIAR 2 EHIRE
EIZE -t — LG/
J& 2. ety EA - HEE
W RO LA AL (==
18) o XL G Y =18

59. 1996 5 Hilfy
MERE -

Figure 59. The arms of
Limburg until 1996.

60. PRESHYLLES » 1996 4F -

Figure 60. The arms of Limburg,
1996.

62. PEHZIEHIE SR

=z

= o

Figure 62. The traditional
arms of West Flanders.

Culture, Family, and Welfare, Luc Mar-
tens, signed the official drawings.

The coat of arms (fig. 60) is described:
“Argent a lion rampant Gules crowned,
armed and langued, Or an escutcheon
barrulet of ten pieces Or and Gules (old
Earldom of Loon), surmounted by a Du-
cal crown. As supporters, on Dexter: a
swan, Argent, with a beak, Gules, foots
and crown, Or (for the city of Tongeren);
on Sinister: a stag in natural colors, for
the capital city, Hasselt, all on branches
of oak with acorns in natural colors.

The provincial flag of Limburg is white
with a red lion with yellow tongue and
nails. The lion bears a ducal coronet and
an escutcheon of ten yellow and red hori-
zontal stripes. It is a banner of the pro-
vincial arms (fig. 61) in 2:3 proportions.

61. PRERMEI - 1996 £F -

Figure 61. The flag of Limburg, 1996.

West Flanders (West Vlaanderen)

The traditional arms of West Flanders (fig.
62) are: per pale 1. Gyronny six pieces
Azure and six pieces Or, an escutcheon
Gules, 2. Or a lion Sable armed and langued
Gules [Flanders]. These arms were used as
the unofficial flag of West Flanders.
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AYFEEJT IR -

JFEHEIRE—m AN ER (E
63) -

19974E5 H2TH » FHfres sk ~ %
FESEMARE &5 DiEEE T

The unofficial flag was a square ban-
ner of the arms (fig. 63).

A new flag and arms were adopted on
27 May 1997 when the Flemish Minis-
ter of Culture, Family, and Welfare,
Luc Martens, signed the official draw-
ings.

The coat of arms is described: shield

ETBTE RGN TR EL

BRI ¢ JE RN EI62RT

o EIrAE-TaEE - E EA T
=R Hh =FikE - HhEE -
AR — R R ERIEE > ZEME—
HEBEET > I
THIE RN -
FrATRETHE
KPS R
ZE o BENRA
A (E64) -

B+ AN
A YR A
> fiEE L
@HVNE (Ees) -

EEERE R

HA AR A B R > HArg (o
FFEE TN -

RIER

e (E66) HyfEMtan ~ = 2 AUADRER > TR
ARRANEEE R LA —HBREHT - A

63. FEE 2 A IEE JTiE
o i > ELZE 1997 4F -

Figure 63. The unofficial flag of i
West Flanders, until 1997. ter:

TR

64. FEFFZ{HAIEEE - 1997 4 -

Figure 64. The arms of West Flanders, 1997.

(as in fig. 62) surmounted by an Earl-
dom crown with thirteen pearls, of
which three are higher. As supporters:
Dexter, a bear in natural color, Sinis-
a lion, Sable, armed and langued
Gules. All on dunes with growing
reeds in natural colors (fig. 64).

The flag is a gyronny of twelve, yel-
low and blue with a red escutcheon (fig. 65).

65. PEfHZEA RN > 1997 4 -

Figure 65. The flag of West Flanders, 1997.

The French-Speaking Community Provinces

Only the Province of Walloon Brabant has an official
flag; the other provinces use unofficial flags.

Hainaut

The arms (fig. 66) are described: quarterly 1 and 4,
Or, a lion Sable armed and langued Gules; 2 and 3,
Or, a lion Gules, armed and langued Azure. The arms
are surmounted by an Earldom crown with eleven
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ERNLE QAR NEEER FA— R
BT > RIS NES - = A —
TEEE - 5w A -F—B2Ek » $E51093:5:3
Bl E i - B A I EBEN 2 20
WFaEEE—L XA TR G EEE
(1304-13374F » B2 R0 = AU REE —
) o i sE T 2 AR 2 AU S R - A
IR R R - X EE S
I — B A

ZAF kA ELENIEE I - fEIR T2

PHY > B HETHY RN HAAE R — 5
B PRI AR

pearls, 3:5:3, Or. The arms of Hainaut unite the lions
of Flanders and Holland it is due to William I of Hai-
naut 1304-1337 (I of Vlaanderen and Holland) who
used arms quartered of Vlaanderen and Holland. He

wlay
&
2

66. RIEEHVEE -

e N8

Figure 66. The arms of
Hainaut.

did not use separate arms for
Hainaut. The quartered arms
have been in use ever since.

The province uses an unoffi-
cial flag based on its arms.
The flag was mainly in a
square format but today the
proportions are similar to
other flags used on the same
building, in 2:3 proportions
(figs. 67a—67Db).

L 792:3 (E67a
-67b)

3
o

Liége
FIHE The arms
s () T 6T ST BBARIEE IR (EARIETR) Sf};te )
18374F3H 17 H4;  Figures 67a-67b. The unofficial flags of Hainaut (square and oblong). };37 Ma:f;
KA HfgHaTr - 1) deEgR A el described: 1) Gules, a Perron,

HYEINGHE - R =R Gl - =R Eeay i
T8 E A aERing o ARIIHE Xz
Tt - 2) AR LA —RAOES > %
R AE - 3) WwR EA =gl
MrEECNVIE TSR LE
RIGHAMEREERIU - 4) hE O e
HY-FIREUR - R AT - 5) JRE e ther
HEA=HSA > LEMREMHEE - ARER
HE -

SHEIUE2RL > A S E FEHEIAL -

68. 51 H I -

Figure 68. The arms of
Liege.

Or, with three steps supported
by three squatted lions and sur-
mounted by a fir cone, all Or for
the Principality of Licge. 2)
Gules: a fess, Argent for the
Duchy of Bouillon. 3) Argent,
three lions, Sinople, crowned
Or, armed and langued, Gules,
for the  Marquisate  of
Franchimont. 4) Barry, Or and
Gules of ten pieces, for the earl-
dom of Looz. 5) in base, Or,
three horns, Gules and Silver
for the earldom of Hoorn.

The horns should be 2 and 1,
not 1 and 2 as generally used.
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AR RE The province
uses an unoffi-
HUENIFE cial flag based
F5REN o e on its arms.
B a The flag was
FEETTIP mainly in a
= . square format
1y HEAIR but at the pre-
EEERS sent time it is
23 ([ often in propor-
oo ] 69a - 69b. FIHHYIEE TR (TTIRIETIE ) - tions of 2:3.
69) - (fig. 69)
Figures 69a—69b. The unofficial flags of Liége (square and oblong).
Luxemburg (Luxembourg)
FREE

Before 1839 the province and the
Grand Duchy of Luxembourg were
united. The Grand Duchy is now a
separate country, but the province is
still part of Belgium.

1839 2R - A SFARERNLEE
I o FAERAEIERA—MHIZE
x> BBV EE I B —E oy -

The coat of arms is: Burely Argent and
Azure ten pieces, a lion Gules double
queued per saltire armed, langued, Or.
A ducal crown surmounts the shield,
Or, pearls, Argent, bonnet Gules, and
ermine, Argent and Sable (fig. 70).

BT - JEEH R ARG STE EHE
AVRESRAL R > oy — R AL

i BN - SEN e -
JERITES A —TARE & - W8 %
6 AR TN 58 R 70. FRAREEHIELE - The flag (fig. 71) was adopted by the

1955 4 - Permanent Deputation of the Provin-
0 SRR RRAERE (E70) - cial Council on 27 January 1955. It is
Figure 70. Thearms of  divided in three equal stripes, red,
PN Luxemburg, 1955. :
FEM (E71) 1195541 H27H &Y white, blue as the flag of the Grand
Duchy of Luxemburg.

EHEIRAERBRY - EH N = HFRIS
oo 4t g Bl SAKERAERIK
WARHTE -

In the 1980s I saw a tricolor flag with the crowned
shield on the white stripe (fig. 72).

In practice the Council
uses the shield of arms
as the provincial flag
(unofficial flag). It
was mainly used in a
square format (fig. 73)
but today the format is
rectangular, 2:3 (fig.
74).

FE1980FAX » TRES] T —H = 1K
IR > BERA EAET R ER
(E72) -

KR b AT SR IERRE
AR (GEEJTHR) - EEEH
R (E73) » BEAIR SRR L FIRRBEHIUR + 1955 1 -

23 (E74) o Figure 71. The flag of Luxemburg, 1955.
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72. FAREBHV BN > AR 73 - 74, FARERIEE TR (EJTRARTTIE) -
HEYJERR > 20 tHAT 80 44X -

Figures 73—74. The unofficial flags of Luxemburg (square and oblong).

Figure 72. Variant flag of Luxemburg
bearing the shield from the arms, 1980s.

Namur
AR/RE
The arms and the flag were adopted by the Provincial
e e SIS 5T Council on 15 October 1953.
SUEEAIEIRZ 1953410 H 1S H BB I RK AN
iy o The arms (fig. 75) are described: Or, a lion, Sable,
armed and langued Gules, a bend of the same. The
P, by N o shield is surmounted by an Earldom crown with 13
#E (E75) (T - eioEgs A —H pearls, 3 raised
BERIF - T FREANLE  ir5
&L \FHIESY i % A The flag is divided in 2 vertical stripes, black and red
—RELOHIRISRE - B LR —TEEE (fig. 76).
A EABEEE L3 - A square flag (fig. 77) of the arms, sometimes rectan-

B gular (fig. 78), is regularly used as a banner but has
G EA—TMAEE - o A 13EESE - H never been official.

F3PiE e - B PEERD > BREHIZL
@ (E76) -

R HSERITTIHER (
77) > AERERAE (K
78) > LEFENBIAER
EMARETL -

5. S/ REI B 76. ARFIRIER -

1953 4% - Figure 76. The flag of Namur.

Figure 75. The arms of
Namur, 1953.
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Walloon Brabant (Brabant wallon)

On 1 January 1995, the province of Brabant was split

77718 ARRAIFE TN (5K ) -

Figures 77 —78. The unofficial flags of Namur (square and oblong).

ERETS (E79) - B EGA—TAERE > X

T 2 JE SR IOHY
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SE13:15 (E180)
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-
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in two new
provinces,
Flemish Bra-
bant and
Walloon Bra-
bant.

The arms and
the flag were
adopted on 2
January 1995.

The coat of
arms is de-
scribed  as:
Sable, a lion,
Or, armed

and langued Gules, chapped of two bold cocks,
Gules, faced (fig. 79). The shield is surmounted by

the ducal crown, which was added later.

The flag is based on the arms, its proportions are
13:15 (fig. 80) but it also appears in a more oblong

format.

79. FLREATHIITRFEHY
= > 1995 4F -

Figure 79. The arms of
Walloon Brabant, 1995.

80. FLFEATHIIERF EHYIEIA -

Figure 80. The flag of Walloon
Brabant, 1995.
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