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The Flags and Symbols of
Bophuthatswana (1972-1994)

Bruce Berry

Abstract

On 6 December 1977 Bophuthatswana became the
second of South Africa’s ten so-called Homelands
(or Bantustans) to accept ‘independence’. In terms
of South Africa’s policy of apartheid then in force,
the Homelands were areas set aside for people of a
specific ethnicity. Bophuthatswana was the territory
reserved for the Tswana-speaking people of South
Africa.

Despite not being internationally recognised, Bophu-
thatswana was a de facto political entity with its own
flag, coat of arms, anthem, and other symbolic trap-
pings of sovereignty. This paper focuses on the flags
and other symbols of sovereignty used by the Govern-
ment of Bophuthatswana during its existence as a
nominally independent state between 1977 and 1994.

Following South Africa’s first universal adult
suffrage elections which formally ended apartheid,
Bophuthatswana ceased to exist as a separate political
entity and was re-incorporated into South Africa on
27 April 1994,
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1. Introduction

The Republic of Bophuthatswana came into being on
6 December 1977, the second of South Africa’s ten
so-called “Homelands” to accept “independence”.'
Landlocked, it consisted of seven parcels of land scat-
tered across what was then the northwestern Trans-
vaal and into the Orange Free State province. These
areas had been designated as the homeland® for Tswa-

na (or Setswana) speakers’ in 1959 (fig. 1).

Between 1959 and 1991, the Homelands were central
to South Africa’s policy of apartheid (racial segrega-
tion). The Homelands were areas of land set aside
for the majority black population. Following the in-
troduction of the Bantu Authorities Act (Act No. 68
of 1951), separate government structures were created
for blacks and whites. This was the first piece of leg-
islation to support “separate development”, as the
policy was called in South Africa, in the Homelands
which specifically made provision for a uniform sys-
tem of local and central government in the form of
tribal, community, regional and territorial authorities
in the areas reserved for South Africa’s black popula-
tion.

Following the promulgation of the Promotion of Ban-
tu Self-Government Act (Act No. 46 of 1959), which
divided the black population into ethnic units and
linked each of them to specific Homelands, the Tswa-
na Territorial Authority was established for the Tswa-
na-speaking population. It was replaced by the Tswa-
na Legislative Assembly on 1 May 1971 which
marked the first step towards “self-determination” in
terms of the apartheid policy as outlined in Chapter 1
of the National States Constitution Act (Act No. 21 of
1971). Bophuthatswana, which means the “gathering
place of the Tswana”, was declared a “self-governing
territory” within South Africa on 1 June 1972 and
achieved political independence from South Africa on
6 December 1977.

At the time of its independence, the resident popula-
tion was 1.1 million, of which 838,600 were Tswanas.
At the same time, a further one million Tswanas were
living outside the country, the majority in other parts
of South Africa. In terms of the Constitution of
Bophuthatswana, those Tswanas living outside the
country were also citizens of Bophuthatswana but had
the right to renounce this in favour of South African
citizenship.’
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No country other than South Africa officially recog-
nised Bophuthatswana as an independent state. The
Organisation of African Unity epitomised the wide-
spread international opposition to Bophuthatswana as
“... the sham independence ... which amounts to
nothing short of the balkanisation of (South Africa)”
while the General Assembly of the United Nations
denounced “... the declaration of the so-called
‘independence’ of Bophuthatswana and
[declared it] totally invalid”.” Though it recognised
the language and other cultural links between its citi-
zens and the people in Bophuthatswana, neighbouring
Botswana, also with a majority Tswana population,
refused to recognise Bophuthatswana’s independence
with Sir Seretse Khama, president of Botswana, refer-
ring to the Homeland as a “child of apartheid”.®

Nevertheless, as a de facto political entity, Bophuthat-
swana produced the full suite of symbols of sover-
eignty which are discussed in detail in this paper, and
following “independence”, the regime began to act as
a nation-state and embarked on an aggressive nation-

f&HT IUF] / Bruce BERRY 157




% 30 BEFERAZRZFEARRE - TEIDR

FYBRIL © MR NS REE R REELRX
HEEFEA MRREAZ T - (8]

PRI > AR — 1 EBSE ERBUASHE - I
FLiliG 7T —REENERE - XA PH
WAhe o FFEAE I ZfE o MEBRUTHE
EN—PREEZRITE - FITa TETEXR
NIREE S AR E S B - [91 110

2. TSR LAY EANSRIE
2.1 E#

FRHE 1972529 H 8 H & AT E
FEBUMAESE15995 (FEFE
B ATREE30445 ) » BEAf
RIEI962FERIELEL (56
1857R2E ) MR ELANILEW
2R T — N EE

RVE HIERLE R RIS
EUHTHY > (HEIREZRSE

BEISA X S E L HIE 2. PREEST RN -

' 2024 £ 8 H

building programme based on Batswana’ ethnic iden-
tity.'”

2. Bophuthatswana’s Symbols of Sovereignty
2.1 Coat of Arms

By Government Notice No. 1599, published in the
South African Government
Gazette (Number 3644 of 8
September 1972) it was an-
nounced that a coat of arms
had been registered for the
Tswana Legislative Assembly
in terms of the South African
Heraldry Act (Act No. 18 of
1962).

Although application and reg-
istration were made in terms of
the Heraldry Act, the South
African State Herald did not
issue a formal certificate of

HAVFEHHES > R AMTIA Figure 2. Coat of Arms of Bophuthatswana. registration in respect of these
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Arms as it was felt that they
had been devised without con-
sultation with the Bureau of Heraldry.11

However, these Arms were retained by Bophuthat-
swana at independence and are described and illus-
trated in Schedule 2 of the Republic of Bophuthat-
swana Constitution Act (Act No. 18 of 1977). The
blazon of the coat of arms (fig. 2) is described as:

Arms: Per fess (at nombril point) gules
and vert, in chief a mine headgear Or, in base
dexter three grain sorghum ears seeded in bend,
and sinister an ox head caboshed in bend sinis-
ter Or, the whole interlaced palewise through
four slots a plumed warrior staff erect Or; in
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front of a battle axe and spear in saltire Or.

Supporters:  Two leopards gardant proper
langued gules on a mound proper with an
escroll Or with letter sable.

Motto: TSHWARAGANANG LO DIRE
PULE E NE."?

The symbolism of the coat of arms was officially ex-
plained in the following terms:

The shield, of a shape peculiar to the Tswana people,
was used as protection against attacks of the enemy
and also traditionally used during hunting. No partic-
ular significance is attached to the colours in the
shield, although red clay is customarily used for the
making of earthen vessels and green is usually associ-
ated with growth.

The plumed spine is an integral part of an ox-hide
shield, giving it greater rigidity and providing the
bearer with a convenient hand-hold. An extension of
this idea of the protection offered by the shield is the
suggestion of the duty of the government to protect
the people of Bophuthatswana.

The charges in the shield are a mine shaft head-gear
which symbolises the importance of industry in the
local economy, particularly mining. The grain of sor-
ghum, in turn, refers to the importance of agriculture
in a country where many people are still engaged in
subsistence agriculture. It is also a custom amongst
Tswana farmers to leave a few ears of grain on the
land as a thanksgiving offering for the harvest. The
ox head refers to the importance of cattle in Tswana
tradition and custom.

In the saltire behind the shield are placed a spear and
battle-axe, which are the traditional weapons of the
Tswana and symbolise the role of the State in main-
taining defence, law, and order which is essential for
peace and prosperity for its people.
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Leopards are the traditional symbols of authority and
are the supporters for the arms. Under Tswana cus-
tom only chiefs may wear a leopard skin, which is a
symbol of their hereditary authority.

The motto, Tshwaraganang Lo Dire Pule E Ne, may
be literally translated as “if we stand together and
work hard we will be blessed with rain” and is an al-
lusion to the motto contained in the former South Af-
rican coat of arms, Ex Unitate Vires (Unity is
Strength).

2.2 National Flag

The design of the Bophuthatswana national flag was
originally set out in Section 2 of the Bophuthatswana
Flag Act (Act No. 8 of 1972) as follows:

(1) The Bophuthatswana Flag shall be Azure with
a bar sinister Tenné, in dexter chief a roundel
Argent charged with a leopard’s face Sable pied
Argent.

(2) (a) The width of the Bophuthatswana Flag shall be
equal to two-thirds of its length.

(b) The width of the bar sinister shall be one-
twelfth of the length of the Flag.

(¢) The diameter of the roundel shall be one quar-
ter of the length of the Flag."

In the course of the second reading of the Bophuthat-
swana Flag Bill, the Chief Minister recalled that earli-
er in 1972 the Legislative Assembly had approved in
principle a flag for Bophuthatswana."* Subsequently,
however, it had been found that the proposed design
was very similar to that of the flag of Transkei (fig.
3a) and the Cabinet then requested other proposed
designs be submitted for consideration. A proposed
design was then sent to the regional authorities for
comment (fig. 3b).

In the light of the comments received, the Cabinet
once more considered the matter and decided upon an
amended flag design that was now before the Assem-
bly. The Chief Minister explained that in the flag the
blue'® symbolised the blue sky in its infinity and like-
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wise the efforts of the people to
develop should be never end-
ing. The diagonal orange stripe
symbolised the golden path
along which the people of Bo-
phuthatswana must travel to-
wards the fulfilment of this
development. The leopard’s
head symbolised the authority
of the government that was
necessary to lead the nation to
development.'’
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The flag (fig. 4) was officially
taken into use on 19 April 1973
and was retained unaltered fol-
lowing independence on 6 De-
cember 1977. The flag re-
mained in use until 26 April
1994, when Bophuthatswana

] 32— 3b. TR L IR+ [15] was re-incorporated into South

ZERE (Bl4) 197354 H

19HTESE A - FHE19774 Africa.
Figures 3a—3b. Proposed flag designs for .
12 56 H IR SRR AL o Bophuthatswana.'* A description of the flag was
included in Chapter 1 of the
[ElRHE— B LA E119944£4 H 26 Republic of Bophuthatswana Constitution Act (Act
H » > Sl Ry eyt A IE - No. 18 of 1977) which reads as follows:
There shall be a National Flag of Bophuthatswana
KT EIEAE B EE1977F (RSN of which the design shall be cobalt blue back-
HFEEEE) (F18EE%) HlEh » NE ground, Fiividefi diagonally 'from tf)p left [§ic] to
bottom right [sic] by a cadmium stripe the width of
wr which is equal to one-twelfth of the length of the
flag in the top right corner [sic] a white circular
S T N —TE EE 0 HAg i e TE shaped insert with diameter point on an imaginary
e - e line bisecting this corner and midway between the
» MZE EETE TTAATE » M corner and the diagonal stripe. On this white in-
L5 E] sert the face of
a leopard in
HrisET black lines.'®
Edli e NLLH) From this de-
R s scription it is
obvious  that
— AR the writer is
HE— 1A describing the
flag as if
EFEEHEA viewed  from
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HATZER %A (i.e. the hoist

Figure 4. National Flag of Bophuthatswana (and emblem detail). being on the
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right and the fly on the left) rather than from the usual
vexillological convention of the hoist being on the left
and the fly on the right.

Section 3 of the Bophuthatswana Flag Act also speci-
fied places where the Bophuthatswana flag was to be
flown, namely:

The Bophuthatswana Flag shall be flown at the
Building where the National Assembly holds
its sessions, at the principal administrative of-
fice of each department, and all main district
offices of the Government of Bophuthatswana,
at all Tribal and Community Offices, and at
such places in and outside Bophuthatswana as
the President may determine.'

An amendment to the Bophuthatswana Flag Act in
1979 outlined offences and penalties for persons who;

(a) at any time defaces, damages or destroys a
Flag of Bophuthatswana; or deliberately
omits to fly or hoist the Flag of Bophuthat-
swana; or

(b) flies any other flag in the place of the Flag
of Bophuthatswana at any of the places
referred to in section 3 or at any place in
Bophuthatswana with intent to act in con-
tempt of the Flag of Bophuthatswana.”

The stipulated fine was a maximum of one thousand
Rand or imprisonment for a period not exceeding two
years.”! Although amended in 1979, the amended Act
was deemed to have come into effect on 6 December
1977.%

2.3 Parliamentary Mace

The mace is regarded as the highest symbol of author-
ity and as such was regarded as a treasured possession
of the Batswana.
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At the ceremonial opening of the first ses-

}' sion of the reconstituted Tswana Territorial

Authority in December 1968, the Deputy

Minister of Bantu Administration and Edu-

cation of South Africa, Dr P. G. J. Koornhof,

presented a mace to the Chairman of the
Executive Council, Chief John Serobatse.

This mace (fig. 5) had a bronze base attached
to a staff of Transkei stinkwood by means of
a gold ring on which is engraved
“Batswana”. This is symbolic of the unity of
the Tswana nation and above the ring two
gold bands arise to twine spirally round the
shaft. These symbolise the two streams of
the Tswana who originally entered Tswana
territory. At the top, the staff is encircled by
three gold rings symbolically binding the
two main Tswana streams into one integral
unit. From behind the rings arise thirteen
sorghum ears that represent the 13 non-

contiguous areas that formed Bophu-

5. e RN AURE - thatswana at that time.

SRR AUR I A RS E I L

The sorghum also alludes to the

— s s Figure 5. Mace of Bophuthatswana.
g = AN 3 o BT gure P . . .
AT+ = AR © =5 importance of agriculture in Tswana
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society and culture.

Cattle rearing is another major factor in Tswana
society with cattle having both a social and ritual
importance to the Tswana people. This importance is
symbolised by the cattle heads mounted to an ivory
representation of a stamping block. The stamping
block is also symbolic of the nation’s labour which is
necessary in a progressive economy.

The Tswana Chief is the central authority in the tradi-
tional political structure. It is customary to represent
this authority by a leopard, the skin of which only the
Chiefs are allowed to wear. The leopard skin is thus
the hereditary distinction of seniority and political
authority and thus the mace is surmounted by the
figure of a leopard.

The mace was designed to epitomise the thankfulness
for the harvests received, both agriculturally and
politically (in the form of self-determination) as rep-
resented by the sorghum. The unity of the Tswana
nation is represented by the shaft and industriousness
by the stamping block, with the mace as a whole sym-
bolising authority and order.
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2.4 National Seal

In terms of Chapter 4 Section 33 (1) of the Republic

of Bophuthatswana Constitution Act, “There shall be
a seal of Bophuthatswana showing the Coat of Arms

of Bophuthatswana with the circumscription of the

6. TSI FLANEIED -

Figure 6. Great Seal of
Bophuthatswana.

words “REPABOLEKI YA BO-
PHUTHATSWANA”. As outlined
in Section 33 (2), it was to be used
on all documents as required by
law.”

The design of the National Seal of
Bophuthatswana followed that of
the Great Seal of the Republic of
South Africa, with the national arms
in the centre and the name of the
country circumscribed within two
concentric circles (fig. 6).

As an instrument of government, a
country’s seal is considered to be
the supreme emblem of sovereignty.
Absolute faith is universally given
to every document purporting to be

under the Great Seal, as having been duly sealed with
it by the authority of the Head of State.

7. TSI LA R AR
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Figure 7. Supreme Court Seal of

Bophuthatswana.

The Seal of the Supreme Court of Bophuthatswana
(fig. 7) is described and illustrated in Schedule 4 of
the Republic of Bophuthatswana Constitution Act,
viz: “The seal of the Supreme Court of Bophuthatswa-

na shall be in the form of a circle in
which shall appear the coat of arms
of the Republic of Bophuthatswana
encompassed by a wider circle con-
taining the words KGOT-
LATSHEKELO YA MAKGAO-
LAKGANG (Setswana) SUPREME
COURT (English) HOOGGEREG-
SHOF (Afrikaans) BOPHUTHAT-
SWANA”?** these being the three
official languages in the country.”
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2.5 National Anthem

Bophuthatswana also adopted a national anthem at
independence. Lefatshe la Borrorona (This Land of
our Forefathers) is described in Schedule 1 of the Re-
public of Bophuthatswana Constitution Act.”® The
lyrics were written by J. M. Ntsime, a Tswana novel-
ist and one time Minister of Education of Bophuthat-
swana, and the music was a collaboration between
E. B. Mathibe and J. J. Loots (see Appendix 1).

3. Government Flags of Bophuthatswana

In addition to the national flag, the uniformed and
other services of the state also flew distinctive flags,
the most important of which were the following:

3.1 President’s Flag

In terms of Chapter 3 of the Constitution of Bophu-
thatswana, the President was the Head of State, exec-
utive Head of Government, and the Commander-in-
Chief of the armed forces.”” A
distinctive flag with a dark blue
field, in the centre of which was
the coat of arms of Bophuthat-
swana in full colour, was used
by the President of Bophuthat-
swana (fig. 8). This design was
the same as the flag used by the
President of South Africa be-
tween 1961 and 1983, which in

A T U 2 G turn was based on the flag used
El NEZ 1

by the Governor-General of

Figure 8. President of Bophuthatswana flag. South Africa between 1931 and

FE1983F-FETE 1961.%8
S FH VI Vehicles transport-
FE > TfEE X ing the President
o displayed a dark
ELAOIIFERIN] blue pennant with
FERTIE B | the Bophuthatswa-

\ na arms at the
YRR LR - hoist.
[28]

9. THEIE I FLANE ZE AR e -

LA DRI ER Figure 9. Bophuthatswana Defence Force flag and emblem.
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3.2 Bophuthatswana Defence Force flag

The flag of the Bophuthatswana Defence Force

(BDF) was in proportions of 2:3 and consisted of
three equal vertical stripes of orange, blue, and or-

ange, charged with the Bophuthatswana Defence

Force badge in the centre of the blue stripe.
badge comprised an orange roundel bearing a leop-

The

ard’s face superimposed on an orange spear and

flag.

10. FEEZ LG ZE R -

Figure 10. Bophuthatswana Army flag.

11, SR ANER 7 22 2B -

Figure 11. Flag of the National Security Council
of Bophuthatswana.

Tswana battle axe in saltire (fig. 9). The leopard’s
face was taken from the Bophuthatswana national

3.3 Bophuthatswana Army flag

The flag of the Bophuthatswana
Army was in proportions of 2:3
and consisted of three equal
vertical stripes of orange, green,
and orange, charged with the
Bophuthatswana Defence Force
badge in the centre of the green
stripe. The badge comprised a
yellow roundel bearing a leop-
ard’s face superimposed on a
yellow spear and Tswana battle
axe in saltire (fig. 10). The
leopard’s face was taken from
the Bophuthatswana national
flag.

3.4 Bophuthatswana Nation-
al Security Council flag

The National Security Council
of Bophuthatswana was respon-
sible for the provision of securi-
ty of buildings etc. Although
not a military unit, it fell under
the administrative control of the
BDF.”

The flag of the National Secu-
rity Council had a dark blue
background superimposed on
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Figure 12. Bophuthatswana Police flag and badge.

which was a white triangle, with its base at the hoist
and apex in the fly. In the centre of the triangle was
the emblem of the Council which comprised two
leopards holding an orange portcullis (fig. 11).

3.5 Bophuthatswana Police flag

The flag of the Bophuthatswana Police was in propor-
tion 2:3 and consisted of two equal horizontal stripes
of maroon over
olive green.
The badge of
the Bophuthat-
swana  Police
was placed in
the centre of the
flag and com-
prised a yellow
nine-pointed
star charged in
the centre on a
white field with
the coat of arms
of  Bophuthat-
swana in full colour within a red annulet bearing the
words BOPHUTHATSWANA POLICE in white let-
ters (fig. 12).

This flag was registered with the South African Bu-
reau of Heraldry under Certificate Number 1421 dat-
ed 20 February 1984.%

3.6 Bophuthatswana Prisons Service flag

The flag of the Bophuthatswana Prisons Service was
in proportions of 2:3 and consisted of three equal
vertical stripes of green, blue, and green. The badge
of the Bophuthatswana Prisons Service was placed in
the centre of the flag and comprised a gold facetted
nine-pointed star bearing in the centre, on a yellow
field, the coat of arms of Bophuthatswana in full col-
our within a white annulet with the words BOPHU-
THATSWANA PRISONS in black letters (fig. 13).
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Figure 14. Bophuthatswana Internal Intelligence

corners to the
centre of the hoist in blue, old
gold, and blue, with a honey
badger in the centre of the fly
and a demi-leopard holding in
its forepaws a gold Tswana axe
in the canton. The demi-
leopard and the battle-axe were
taken from the Bophuthatswana
coat of arms while the honey
badger was the emblem of the
Intelligence Service (fig. 14).

The flag was registered with the
South African Bureau of Her-
aldry under Certificate Number
1519 issued on 19 April 1985.%

4. Other Symbols of Sovereignty of Bophuthat-
swana

4.1 Official regalia

In terms of the Constitution adopted at independence,
Bophuthatswana was parliamentary democracy with
an executive president as Head of State.”> Legisla-
tive power was vested in parliament comprising the
President and National Assembly. As the Head of
State and Government, the President was also the
Commander-in-Chief of the Bophuthatswana Defence
Force. On official occasions the President wore a
sash in the national colours of orange, fimbriated in
blue and white, featuring the national Coat of Arms
fastened with a leopard head buckle (fig. 15).
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Figure 15. Official photograph showing President Lucas
Mangope (left) wearing the Presidential Sash (right).
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In preparation for inde-
pendence, a parliamen-
tary complex was built
in Mmabatho (meaning
“The Mother of the Peo-
ple”), the new capital. A
Chair for the Speaker of
the Bophuthatswana
parliament was made
based on the Chair in the
Old Raadsaal in Preto-
ria,”* thus forming a link
with the history of
which the Tswana peo-
ple were a part.

The Chair was made of
Blackwood and uphol-
stered in leather. The
design of the posts of the
backrest was taken from
the Parliamentary Mace
to symbolise the link
between the Speaker and the Assembly in the execu-
tion of his duties. The headrail of the backrest had a
carving of the Bophuthatswana Coat of Arms to sym-
bolise the supreme nature of parliament and the loyal-
ty of nation as represented by the Speaker who sits in
the Chair.*

4.2 Car pennants

Car pennants were designed for the President, Gov-
ernment Ministers, and Ambassadors (fig. 16).*
These pennants had a uniform design with the Bophu-
thatswana Coat of Arms at the hoist, above the name
of the country in cap-
ital letters, against a
blue background for
the President, a dark
green background for
Government Minis-
ters and a yellow
background for Am-
bassadors.

16. TS LN E T I BUR AR »

Figure 16. Official design for Bophuthatswana Government

IR -

car pennants.
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4.3 Postage and Revenue Stamps

Following independence, Bophuthatswana issued its
own postage and revenue stamps. These were de-
signed, printed and marketed through Intersapa, the
Southern African Philatelic Agency based in Pretoria
(South Africa).37 The first commemorative stamps
issued at independence featured the country’s national
symbols (fig. 17). The commemorative issue mark-
ing the first anniversary of independence featured two
stamps showing the portrait of the President, Lucas
Manyane Mangope. The issues marking the 5™ and
10" anniversaries of independence depicted the Coat
of Arms on the First Day Covers while the stamps
highlighted various achievements accomplished since
independence. The revenue stamps featured the Coat
of Arms in full colour on all denominations (fig. 18).
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Figure 17. Stamps commemorating Bophuthatswana independence.

Figure 18. Bophuthatswana Revenue Stamps.

4.4 Medals of the Bophuthatswana Defence Force

The BDF was formed at independence in December
1977 and was modelled on the South African Defence
Force (SADF). At the time of its re-incorporation
into South Africa, the active strength of the BDF was
4,000 men.*® The BDF developed its own insignia for
each of the three military areas into which the country
was divided. Each military base and individual units
also had a distinctive badge (fig. 19).

The BDF rank structure was similar to that of the
SADF. The BDF issued 15 medals. Their design
followed the South African pattern with a distinctive
emblem being shown on the obverse and the Bophu-
thatswana Coat of Arms on the reverse (fig. 20).
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Bophuthatswana
Defence Force
Head Quarters

BDF BDF
Presidential Special Forces Unit
Guard
' 1
& 7,
BDF BDF BDF BDF BDF BDF BDF BDF BDF
1 Infantry Battalion 2 Infantry Battalion Parachute Signals Unit Military School ~ Technical Services  Maintenance Catering Band
Battalion

& 19. XK ELANEG E S B HFE - Figure 19. The insignia of the units of the Bophuthatswana Defence Force.

B 20. MRS RN ERT EMUE R EAE R REPEH KT / BDF DS E / Nkwe 2

Figure 20. Examples of the medals issued by the Bophuthatswana Defence Force:
Distinguished Gallantry / BDF Merit Medal / Nkwe Medal.
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as the Rand remained legal tender following inde-
HomameEiEm - AN pendence, Bophuthatswana did not issue its own
. banknotes or coinage. However, commemorative
2 Paey 5
RIETELTT - 28 > N TR coins in bronze, brass, and silver, featuring a leopard
in full stride (fig. 21), were produced for collectors.

Privately  produced
gold, silver, and plati-
num medallions were
issued to mark signifi-
cant political events,
namely “The Birth of
the Nation” medallion
minted by the South

[ 21, PR 5 N2 ST - African Historical
Mint in Cape Town,
Figure 21. Bophuthatswana commemorative coins. to mark independence.
Other medallions

were the Independ-
ence Medallion and
the 10™ anniversary
of independence gold
and platinum coins
(fig. 22).
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Figure 22. Bophuthatswana commemorative medallions.
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5. Conclusion

Following independence, Bophuthatswana went to
considerable lengths to construct and promote a na-
tional identity based on its “statechood”. This includ-
ed the adoption of the full suite of symbols of sover-
eignty, together with inter alia establishing its own
airline, issuing postage stamps, personal identification
documents and passports, building a new ‘national’
capital and university, and establishing a news agency
and radio station.* President Lucas Mangope also
made several visits to Europe and Israel to promote
and enhance economic relations. Nevertheless, Bo-
phuthatswana failed to achieve international recogni-
tion and remained intrinsically economically part of
South Africa.

Following the release of Nelson Mandela and the sub-
sequent negotiations at the Convention for a Demo-
cratic South Africa (CODESA) leading to the adop-
tion of a new Constitution, Bophuthatswana ceased to
exist at midnight on 26 April 1994 and was re-
incorporated into South Africa on the following day.*
The majority of Bophuthatswana became part of the
new North West Province, with its former capital be-
coming the new seat of the provincial legislature.

The national symbols of Bophuthatswana ceased to
be used and its armed and uniformed forces, together
with those from the other so-called independent
Homelands, were amalgamated to form the new
South African National Defence Force (SANDF) and
the South African Police Service (SAPS).*
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End Notes

! Colloquially the Homelands were known as Bantu-
stans (literally Bantu Homelands). The other
Homelands were Transkei, Ciskei, Venda (which
received independence in 1976, 1981 and 1979 re-
spectively), Gazankulu, KaNgwane, KwaNdebele,
KwaZulu, Lebowa, and Qwaqwa.

2 P.S. Jones, 1997: “Mmabatho, ‘Mother of the Peo-
ple’: identity and development in an ‘independent
Bantustan, Bophuthatswana, 1975-1994”, PhD the-
sis, Loughborough University, p. 43.

3 The Tswana people, also known as the Batswana,
form a part of the Sotho ethnic group with a popula-
tion of 6 million (2023) of which 5 million live in
South Africa and the remainder in Botswana.

* The racial division of land in South Africa before 1994
was in terms of the Native Land Act (Act No. 27 of
1913), whereby 13% of the land area was set aside
for the indigenous black African population
(hereafter simply referred to as “blacks”) whilst the
remainder was reserved for whites.

> The Republic of Bophuthatswana, 1977, p. 15.
% Rand Daily Mail (Johannesburg), 5 December 1977.

7 General Assembly of the United Nations, Resolution
A/RES/32/105 N, 102nd Plenary Meeting, 14 De-
cember 1977.

¥ Mafeking Mail (Mafeking), 1 July 1977.

’ Batswana (plural) and Motswana (singular) are the
demonyms for the Tswana.

10" See, for example, P. S. Jones, 1997, pp. 100-140.

"""F. G. Brownell, 1998: Symbols of Sovereignty of
South Africa’s former Independent and Self-
Governing National States, p. 10.

12 Republic of Bophuthatswana Constitution (Act No.
18 of 1977), Schedule 2.

" Bophuthatswana Flag Act (Act No. 8 of 1972).
' Hansard, 1973, p. 23.

!> Nasionale simbole van Bophuthatswana, n.d., file at
Bureau of Heraldry (Pretoria).

16 The official pantone colours of the flag of Bophuthat-
swana, as provided by the South African Bureau of
Standards, were Blue 510c and Cadmium Yellow
491c.
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"7 Hansard, 1973, pp. 23-24.

'8 Republic of Bophuthatswana Constitution (Act No.
18 of 1977), Chapter 1 (Section 2).

' Bophuthatswana Flag Act (Act No. 8 of 1972).

% Bophuthatswana Flag Amendment Act (Act 27 of
1979).

Bophuthatswana Flag Amendment Act (Act 27 of
1979).

Statutes of the Republic of Bophuthatswana — Consti-
tutional Law, Bophuthatswana Flag Amendment
Act (Act 27 0f 1979), 1979, p. 13.

Republic of Bophuthatswana Constitution (Act No.
18 of 1977), Chapter 4 (Section 33).

Republic of Bophuthatswana Constitution (Act No.
18 of 1977), Schedule 4.

Republic of Bophuthatswana Constitution (Act No.
18 of 1977), Chapter 1.

Republic of Bophuthatswana Constitution (Act No.
18 of 1977), Schedule 1.

Republic of Bophuthatswana Constitution (Act No.
18 of 1977), Chapter 3.

See Flags of the World, “Governors-General of South
Africa (1910-1961)” at <fotw.info/flags/
za gg.html> and “South African President’s flags”
at <fotw.info/flags/za-pres.html>. (Accessed: 2024-
05-22).

2 J. Cilliers, 1993: ‘An Overview of the Armed Forces
of the TBVC Countries’, South African Defence
Review, 13; M. Reichardt and J. Cilliers, ‘The His-
tory of the Homeland Armies’ in M. Reichardt and
J. Cilliers (ed.), About Turn — The Transformation
of the South African Military and Intelligence, 1995,
p. 70.

3% F. G. Brownell, 2001: ‘Flags of the Uniformed and
Other Services in the former African “Homelands”
of South Africa’, in Flags from Sea to Sea — Pro-
ceedings of the XVIII International Congress of
Vexillology, Victoria B.C., Canada, July 1999, p. C
11.

*' F. G. Brownell, 2001, p. C 11.

Republic of Bophuthatswana Constitution (Act No.
18 of 1977), Section 38(1).

33 C. J. Maritz, 1977: “The Political System of Bophu-
thatswana”, South African Journal of African Af-
fairs, 2, p. 203.

The Raadsaal (Council Hall) was the parliament of
the Zuid-Afrikaansche Republiek (South African
Republic) between 1891 and 1902.
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> Speaker’s Chair for the Bophuthatswana Parliament,
n.d., file at Bureau of Heraldry (Pretoria).

3% Amptelike Wimpel met Heraldiese Ontwerp vir Bo-
phuthatswana, n.d., file at Bureau of Heraldry
(Pretoria).

Intersapa produced the stamps for South Africa,
South West Africa and all the independent
‘Homelands’.

38 J. Cilliers, 1993, 13.

The Common Monetary Area currently includes
South Africa, Namibia, eSwatini (formerly Swazi-
land) and Lesotho. Prior to April 1994, Transkei,
Bophuthatswana, Ciskei and Venda (the so-called
‘independent” Homelands) were also members.

See for example, P. S. Jones, 1999: ‘To come togeth-
er for progess: Modernisation and Nation-Building
in South Africa’s Bantustan periphery — The case of
Bophuthatswana’, Journal of Southern African
Studies, 25 (4), pp. 579-605.

Constitution of the Republic of South Africa (Act 200
0f 1993).

* For the new flags adopted by the SANDF see B. Ber-
ry and E. Watson, 2004: “Flags of the South African
Department of Defence—1994 and beyond”, in J.
0. Engene (ed.): Proceedings of the XX Internation-
al Congress of Vexillology, Stockholm, 27th July to
1st August 2003, pp. 57-72. (<fiav.org/wp-content/
uploads/2021/06/ICV20-06-Berry-Watson.pdf>.
Accessed: 2024/03-17). The new emblem and flag
for the SAPS were registered at the Bureau of Her-
aldry under Certificate Number 2955 dated 18 June
1997 and Certificate Number 2986 dated 17 Octo-
ber 1997 respectively. These can be seen on the
Flags of the World website at <fotw.info/flags/za-
polic.htmI>.
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Appendix 1: National Anthem of Bophuthatswana

Lefatshe la Borrarona

Lefatshe leno la borrarona
Re le abetswe ke Modimo
Kwa ntle ga tshololo ya madi

A re lebogeng, a re ipeleng (2)

Lefatshe leno la borrarona
Re le abela matshelo a rona
Re tla le fufulelelwa
Sethitho se fetoge madi (2)

Lefatshela kgomo le mabele
Boswa jwa rona ka bosakhutleng
Ramasedi a le dibele

Re tshele mo go lone ka pabalesego

Modimo tshegofetsa fatshe le

Go rene kagiso le kutlwano

Tshegofatsa Setshaba sa rona le yone

Puso ya one

Go ntsha maungo a tshedisang.

This Land of Our Forefathers

This land of our Forefathers

It is given to us by God

Without shedding of blood

Let us give thanks, and rejoice (2)

This land of our Forefathers
We pledge our lives to it

We shall labour for it

Till the sweat turns to blood (2)

This land of cattle and corn
Our lasting heritage
May God safeguard it fittingly

That we may live in it safely

God bless our land

That peace and harmony may reign

God bless our Government and nation

That in good health we may produce
lifegiving fruits.
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