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Our First 30 ICVs and Their
Proceedings

Zeljko HEIMER

Abstract

This paper explores the 30 International Congresses
of Vexillology (ICVs) held in various locations
around the globe under FIAV sponsorship every other
year since 1965 and analyzes the proceedings pro-
duced after these congresses. The papers presented at
ICVs and published in their proceedings probably
represent the highest peak of published vexillological
research and constitute a respectable body of global
vexillological knowledge and a trove of scholarly
data for vexillologists of today and tomorrow upon
which to base further research.

The paper analyzes the ICVs by number of partici-
pants, participating countries, and represented conti-
nents, providing an indication of the state of develop-
ment of vexillology as a discipline world-wide. The
published papers are analyzed by total volume
(number of pages), number of papers, and languages
used. The authors of papers are also considered by
number of papers, pages, and participation in the
ICVs. The papers published are sorted into 15 cate-
gories of vexillological research—the categories were
defined by cumulating the topics covered by the pub-
lished papers themselves, providing a measure of the
versatility of research in the discipline.

The paper is a result of an effort to gather and digital-
ize ICV proceedings and publishing them on the
FIAV website for all vexillologists to access them.
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Introduction

Two dozen people met in the back yard of the Sierks-
ma family home in Muiderberg, the Netherlands, in
September 1965, constituting the First International
Congress of Vexillology and gathering flag scholars
who were already active some years individually in
their countries. They had a great vision of creating an
organized scholarly discipline—a study or a science,
if you wish—of vexillology, of a series of vexillologi-
cal congresses, and of an international governing
body to lead the new science. 60 years later, it is at-
tempted here to provide a glance into what we accom-
plished as a scientific community though one possible
lens—an analysis of proceedings and papers pub-
lished as a result of these congresses. I dare say that
the folks gathered in that Dutch town, with all their
grand visions and hopes, could not have expected and
could not envision how successful would be the seed
they planted.

In the six decades that followed we have gathered 30
times, all around the globe, every other year, we have
endured some difficult times within the field, we have
lost our founders, but they managed to cultivate gen-
erations to follow and continue their dream. A small
group from half a dozen countries from 3 continents
grew into hundreds of researchers in every corner of
the world. The initial 12 organizations that estab-
lished International Federation of Vexillological As-
sociations (FIAV) at the 3rd congress in Boston in
1969, grew into more that 70, representing every con-
tinent of the globe except Antarctica. Some of them
outlived their time and left the Federation one way or
another, so FIAV currently counts 52 members from
35 countries from 6 continents. We are confident that
there is yet room to grow and flags to research, but let
us look what we have done.
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Gathering Proceedings

In accordance with scholarly customs, each Interna-
tional Congress of Vexillology is expected to produce
a body of high-level academic papers gathered in a
report or a book of “proceedings”, either as a single-
volume publication, a series of papers in vexillologi-
cal journals, or, in later times, as a publicly available
on-line collection of individual papers in electronic
form. While this was understood from the very be-
ginning, for various reasons it was not always easy to
produce such a publication. Even today, teams organ-
izing an ICV find it is the most difficult task asked of
them: to complete the congress work by publishing
proceedings—often long after the event has closed
and the venue’s flags are furled.

Many officers of FIAV and other enthusiasts of orga-
nized vexillology spent much effort to see papers
published, often years after the event, but alas, on a
few occasions some of the papers were lost and we
have hardly anything but their title. Others have
made much effort in recent years to dig up papers,
often from manuscripts and drafts created years ago.
Finally, a great joint effort of the vexillological com-
munity in recent years, led by the previous and cur-
rent FIAV boards, aimed to post scans or electronic
versions of past congress papers on the FIAV website
available to the general community and vexillologists
worldwide. 1 have the pleasure and honor to an-
nounce that this task is now nearly finished. It was a
difficult feat, involving several quite distinct and con-
voluted activities. One was to obtain copies of past
proceedings; another was to get them digitized—a
process often involving cutting the spines off original
hardcopies. Yet another was to make them electroni-
cally readable (optical character recognition in the
appropriate language) and to set them up on the FIAV
server and make them available on-line. You may
imagine how difficult it is to find 50-year-old pro-
ceedings that are not preserved in general national
libraries, that are not attractive enough to be resold in
secondhand bookstores, and that are often discarded
from private libraries after the death of vexillologists.
We were lucky to find some of these that are probably
preserved in a single original copy today or at most a
handful copies in zealously guarded libraries of veter-
an vexillologists. Would you be surprised that they
were reluctant to risk harm to these books in the pro-
cess?
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Another important task was to respect copyrights and
obtain legal permission to distribute these papers.
Namely, the organizations that printed proceedings
books were often not FIAV members but co-
organizers, who had little interest in pursuing vexil-
lology after the event, and with whom the vexillologi-
cal community had lost contact many years ago.
Nevertheless, so far FIAV has obtained consent from
all publishers of past proceedings to distribute the
papers on-line, except from the Flag Research Center
(FRC) for use of papers published in the Flag Bulletin
in that way. Unfortunately, this means that papers
from five congresses are not currently publicly availa-
ble. I’'m convinced that this is only a temporary set-
back and that the FRC will grant the use of these pa-
pers eventually.

I believe that there is no similar collection today any-
where in the world that would hold the entire body of
ICV proceedings, and that the collection currently
posted on the FIAV website is the only one that ap-
proaches that ideal. It was started several years ago
by Steven A. Knowlton, who was “impatient” for
FIAV to make these available, so he started scanning
and gathering papers from ICVs (and getting permis-
sions) on a website run on his own on a public web
hosting service.

Eventually, and after much preparation by the FIAV
board to assure that the FIAV website could handle it,
Steve gradually moved his collection there, and with
help of the FIAV board, he continued to fill in the
gaps. The private library of Dr. Emil Dreyer was of
much use and he was willing to scan some of it for us.
Ted Kaye provided several proceedings in print and
digital form, while [an Sumner made a great effort at
the Flag Institute’s William Crampton Library to pro-
vide papers of proceedings from congresses held in
the UK. Several other veteran vexillologists readily
helped in preparing the proceedings online and
providing other data necessary for this paper, notably
Ale$ Brozek, Michel Lupant, James Croft, and many
more. [’m pleased to highlight how all those I con-
tacted in pursuing this issue were devoted and eager
to help.

It has been easier with more recent proceedings.
These were already produced in digital format, or
they had been in digital form ready for printing,
which was easily transferred to an appropriate format.
The copyright for these were held by active FIAV
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member organizations who were willing to provide
permissions for use of these materials by FIAV—they
often already provided these files freely on their own
websites. And after all, through the efforts of previ-
ous FIAV Secretary-General Charles Spain, the FIAV
Constitution was changed to ensure that all future
proceedings would be made available to FIAV in
such manner: “Art. 28 b) Beginning with the 29th
International Congress of Vexillology, Congress or-
ganizers shall grant a license to FIAV to provide an
online version of the Proceedings. Amended August
8, 2017, by the 25th Session of the General Assembly
held during the 27th International Congress at Lon-
don, England, United Kingdom.”

International Congresses of Vexillology

After first ICV was held in 1965, subsequent con-
gresses followed in odd-numbered years until the
COVID-19 pandemic forced postponement of ICV
29, planned for Ljubljana from 2021 to 2022, and
thus moving later congresses to even-numbered years
(table 1).

An unwritten principle adopted by the forefathers of
vexillology seems to have been to alternate congress-
es, between Europe, where majority of organizations
were located, and outside Europe on other continents.
Looking at the list of congress locations, this princi-
ple was not strictly followed, so it seems a guideline
only. Circumstances and the presence of willing or-
ganizers dictated that occasionally two subsequent
congresses would happen in Europe, but the alternat-
ing pattern was soon re-established. Thus, 17 con-
gresses have been held in Europe and 13 elsewhere.
Again, looking at the 30 locations, congresses have
been held on every inhabited continent, finally reach-
ing mainland Asia this year (fig. 1).

By using lists of participants published in some pro-
ceedings, lists in program booklets or other congress
materials, or otherwise preserved by individual vexil-
lologists, I constructed a table providing data on num-
ber of participants and countries where they came
from (table 2). The number of participants provided
here includes “companions” (accompanying persons)
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where listed in publications, since some of the lists,
particularly for earlier congresses, did not indicate the
status. However, the number of participants exclude
those “supporting” non-attending “registrants”—
those who were not physically present.

The smallest congress by participation was ICV 3
Boston with 30 participants (and subsequently ICV
30 having 26); the majority of congresses had attend-
ance between 50 and 100, but 12 congresses had even
more, and six had over 140 participants. The largest
congress by far was ICV 24 Washington with 185
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attendees.
ICV# | VENUE DATES ORGANIZER(S)
T

Muiderberg, Noord-
[SSSS Holland, Netherlands

September 4 to 5, 1965

Stichting voor Banistiek en Heraldiek

@ Ruschlikon, Zarich,
2

September 1 to 3, 1967

Gilde der Zircher Heraldiker and Schweizerische
fir Fahnen- und / Société
Suisse de Vexillologie / Societa Svizzera di

Switzerland
} Boston, Massachusetts,

The Flag Research Center, Heraldry Society of Canada

- United States / Société héraldique du Canada, North American
Icvi# T L] BRE 3 September 5to7,1969 | Vexillological Association, United States Flag
FERERNH _ _ Foundation, and the Department of Social Sciences
1 1965595 4 HES B FERRFSERF BE2 of Boston University
4 VW 4 Torino, Piemonte fealy | 27,1971 Accademia di San Marciano Sezione Vessillologica
FRERL ;
2 19674293153 B PRUSESRTS, HLIRSHRDS s o cretand, Unied | Sepember 131018 | e iag nstitute
—
S EERET N — EABIRFARD, MEAREES, 2R 6 = — :‘eﬁ';':;en’é;'e"“'a"d' April 16 to 20, 1975 Stichting voor Banistiek en Heraldiek
#ihe, XEFRESS, RHEAFHEN¥R = nmmngmn, Districtof | | 14,1977 The Flag Research Center and North American
BAFEBR EOFETHEETHRRIAYR " ‘ Columbia, United States 3 i i iati
4 197146 524 HE 278 ?‘ﬂ Wien, Austria
8 :\,. June 26 t0 29,1979 fir
s REHeH 1973981318 | HURFIRA !
— e/, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada The Flag Research Center, Heraldry Society of Canada
WEBIRH 9 y August 241028,1981 | /Société héraldique du Canada, and North American
6 197554816 BE20 0 HRFESREFRSS i i iati
W x f()i):‘f:;::ngland, United i;gt;mber 251030, Heralary Soiety Fag section
7 ERE 197766 B10AE14E | HRFEHL, IEIRFHS N/§ Madrid, Spain
1 >/<n g May 26 to 31, 1985 Sociedad Espanola de Vexilologia
BRI = - =
8 197946 B 26 BZ 29 B BFIEERRSS w k Zi?::?g::z California, August 12 t0 16, 1987 The Flag Research Center and North American
MBAEAE 5, vy 3 K Melbourne, Victoria, September 24 to 29, . :
o 1981 £ 85 24 HE 280 ?E;fmﬂb'ﬁ%@u IEAREFS, AR 13 Pz o Flag Society of Australia Inc.
Fihe 1 14 Barcelona, Catalunya, o o
= = e R raEnE . 14 W W s June 30toJuly5,1991 | Associaci6 Catalana de Vexillologia
Zirich, Switzerland fur Fahnen-und
1 EHFORE 19855 B26AE3NE | EHEFRAFHE 15 | B August 23 t0 27, 1993 /Société Suisse de Vexillologie /
Societa Svizzera di Vessillologia
12 EERSL 198748812 AE 16 BRI, LSRN T Warszawa, Poland Centrum Flagi Ziemi / Earth Flag Centre, The Flag
16 vazm July1t05, 1995 Design Center, and Polskie Towarzystwo
13 BAREAE | 1980 9B 24 AE29H | WARTSIRES Weksylologizne
14 FHIFEREH 199126 B30 AE7A5H | MERRTRAE)E 17 g g:z: Ezwu;‘h\:’:::m August 1010 16,1997 | Southern African Vexillological Association
Fraeenmm D\ 37 Victoria, British The Canadian Flag Association / L’Association
15 19934823 AE27H WERRFINS, RIHRFES 18 Columbia, Canada July 28 to August 2, 1999 | canadienne de vexillologie and North American
16 BEHED 1995478 18E58 SRR, BIRRRD, Vork, England, United -
—— 19 NN ogions July 23 toJuly 27,2001 | The Flag Institute
H MRS
L EVSOROEEDGE | LEFRIES EJW  stockholm, Sweden Nordisk Flaggselskap / Nordisk Flagselskab / Nordiska
18 MEREERL | 19097328 HEBA2E | MEAENS, IXRFNE » | & e | e eI
19 EEAL 2001 E7 823 0% 278 EE Vil Buenos Aires, Capital Asociacion Argentina de Vexilologia and Fundacion
a2 1) Federal, Argentina AGEAEE 25 CantrolInterdisciplinario/de Estudios Culturales
RO BRI ’ T Berlin, 6
20 2003%7528BE8/ 18 | AHEBRFHNS » °®° Cerilly, GaEL At 5 to 10,2007 Deutsche Gesellschaft fur Flaggenkunde V) and
RER R P LOBITEY Deutsches Historisches Museum
21 - 200558 81 BESH FIRESIRA NSRRI TR = okoiaratacan e 5% / Nihon Kishogaku Kyokal /
23 S , Jap July 12 0 17, 2009 L1522 / Nihon Kishogaku Kyokai
BEE =ca= Japanese
22 200788582108 BEENNS, BEHEWE I Washington, D.C, North American Vexillological Association and
24 * August 1to 5, 2011 o
i1 United States Chesapeake Bay Flag Association
AR p— = N Rotterdam, Zuid- Vereniging voor
s AT R EE T E R S 25 Holland, Netherlands | August5 t09, 2013 Stichting Vlaggenmuseum Nederland, and Stichting
24 SEFER 201188 1HESH JEEBREINS, TIERCTEHURINS T T
ydney, New Sou ugust 31 to September ) )
2 R 20135885298 FERRENS, BEIRSIEESS i Wales, Australia 4,2015 ARy Aeelb
2 BARITER 201568F31AEIF4E | MARTHRES 27 i "B UES | pugust71011,2017 | The Fisg nstitute
27 HECH 201788 7AZ 118 SRR 28 Sar} Antonio, Texas, July 15 to 19, 2019 Vexillological Association of the State of Texas and
United States The Flag Research Center
28 EERLFRET | 2019475 15AE 198 EEFETHBORNST, FIRFERG - w Ljubljana, Slovenia oy 0 75,20 Heraldi¢no, genealosko in veksilolozko drustvo
b Heraldica Slovenica
20 P& BIAM/R 20257811 BE15E P Y Beijing, China o1 (B EBL B 5 bl / Vexillological Research
il ’ - 30 August 12 to 19, 2024 i@ e
- . JEHCH R LA 1L / Beijing Xinfeng Fla
— y— LA jing Xinfeng Flag
30 204F8F 12190 | FEHUREFRBD, SHR FRSEHEDL e P
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Table 1. International Congresses of Vexillology.
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Figure 1. Number of participants, countries and continents at ICVs. Blue boxes denote venues in Europe.

ICV3 M2 HEE s/ P H > RHESR - The smallest congress, in Boston, had also the small-
N est number of countries represented—ijust 6, while

ICVI9AZ] ~ ICV2TEZHIF E R AZ28 1 - /2 maximum was 28 countries—in both ICV 19 York
BN - SEHRE - BRALHISMER and ICV 27 London—although the countries repre-
sented were, of course, not quite identical. On aver-

RFRHE - ICV 152 GRS E R EA K age, 18 countries were represented at each congress,
E0SNMNERNSEE » FEBSFRAE - with an obvious rising trend, so most of congresses

after ICV 15 regularly have had participants from
over 20 countries, frequently near the maximum.

FZ 5N IERI30EICVRZ - /D53 A FEEZ

RSN TSN (aFEEE SR Considering all 30 congresses so far, rep.resentatives
from a total of at least 53 different countries attended
FIETEEIRTER ) (3 E2) - EEFEN (counting those from the former Czechoslovakia un-

. — der present-day Czechia, and from the former Soviet
B, S0 NS 23 N A )
& BA T MERREEREEICVAR » R Union under Russia) (table 3, fig. 2). It may be inter-

S NEREE T T —kE - B—HE esting to note that no country had representatives at

e L L S A SRV all of them—both countries leading the list missed
NIZFRHIETE » AEEP T HIATRECEERIIR one congress. On the other hand, it should be noted

Ffr S0 T MR A B E RS - that representatives of the former Eastern Bloc living
in the West actually participated in earlier congresses
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K& CONGRESS B5# K KEE
PARTICIPANTS | COUNTRIES | CONTINENTS
ICV1 BRIk 1965 ICV1 Muiderberg 1965 33 7 3
ICV2 7R3t 1967 ICV2 Ruschlikon 1967 66 11 3
ICV3 It 1969 ICV3 Boston 1969 30 6 2
IcV4 #f R 1971 ICV4 Turin 1971 45 8 1
ICV5 183 1973 ICV5 London 1973 60 15 4
ICV6 KM 1975 ICV6 lsselmeer 1975 64 15 3
ICV7 4E 1% 1977 ICV7 Washington 1977 100 9 2
ICV8 #Eth gl 1979 ICV8 Vienna 1979 130 21 3
ICV9 JE K4 1981 ICV9 Ottawa 1981 75 16 3
ICV10 4 1983 ICV10 Oxford 1983 50 12 2
ICV11 Sf#H 1985 ICV11 Madrid 1985 101 19 4
ICV12 [H4: 111 1987 ICV12 San Francisco 1987 146 13 4
ICV13 52/RA 1989 ICV13 Melbourne 1989 51 11 4
ICV14 ELZED IS 1991 ICV14 Barcelona 1991 85 15 4
ICV15 #5Z2 i 1993 ICV15 Zurich 1993 156 25 6
ICV16 *E¥b 1995 ICV16 Warsaw 1995 122 27 5
ICV17 FFi% 3 1997 ICV17 Cape Town 1997 83 18 4
ICV18 4% Fi 1999 ICV18 Victoria 1999 73 17 3
ICV19 #1#%) 2001 ICV19 York 2001 106 28 6
ICV20 /i EF /R BE 2003 ICV20 Stockholm 2003 106 26 6
ICV21 A B 3 AT 2005 ICV21 Buenos Aires 2005 59 19 6
ICV22 #1#k 2007 ICV22 Berlin 2007 163 27 6
ICV23 F#¥E 2009 ICV23 Yokohama 2009 52 16 6
ICV24 L BE i 2011 ICV24 Washington 2011 185 27 6
ICV25 REFFFF 2013 ICV25 Rotterdam 2013 144 26 6
Icv26 & JE 2015 ICV26 Sydney 2015 99 22 6
ICV27 183 2017 ICV27 London 2017 121 28 6
ICV28 %R JE H 2019 ICV28 San Antonio 2019 91 16 6
ICV29 fSAR /R HEIR 2022 ICV29 Ljubljana 2022 80 27 6
ICv30 Jb 3T 2024 ICV30 Beijing 2024 26* 13 5
et sum 2,705 53 43 diff.
T average 90.2 18.0

2 2. 2 5ICVER ML -

* H300LARTHEF-SANCVI0F RS — K - JHRAH
—HBREEAMMLERITEF LR - =84/ A
THEFTHEEFIAVEE » =24/ NEATHFTHEEICV3OHE -

AT A2 12 5 HIBURFIVG_ERFA [F BUL &R bR
& IRy TR - BIEAATRSE
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MWHEHL IR ARERE - X5kRINA T S
ZZH5IERINER » DURATFERFEREH
EZR o BRI SR S5 A AR R EIR
FREXA -

Table 2. Participation at ICVs.

* The ICV 30 opening ceremony and the first day’s
lectures were also attended by 300 primary school
flag bearers.

before the fall of the Berlin Wall; they were often
labeled as dissidents by their respective regimes, and
their Western addresses were noted, even if they stud-
ied and presented materials from their native coun-
tries.

From the point of view of organized vexillology, the
table may be indicative of countries that once were
involved and active, and which appear to be missing
in recent years. The vexillological community might
encourage prospective vexillologists from those coun-
tries to join the common effort.
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Figure 2. Number of participants at ICVs from various countries.

No single country has had representatives at every
congress, although the UK and US are both contend-
ers for highest participation, at all but one congresses.
This is followed with countries who missed a few:
France, Switzerland, Germany, and Belgium, fol-
lowed by a group that participated at roughly two-
thirds, led by Australia and South Africa with 21 con-
gresses, Canada and Spain with 20, the Netherlands
with 19, Sweden 18, Norway and Czechia (including
the former Czechoslovakia) with 17, and Denmark
with 16. The next group includes Italy with 14, Croa-
tia 13, Mexico and Japan with 11, and Poland and
Slovenia with 10. Argentina was represented 9 times,
while Austria, Finland, New Zealand, India and Rus-
sia (counting there also the USSR) attended 8. Lux-
emburg had delegates at 7 congresses, Chile and Chi-
na at 6, and Hungary at 5. There are another half a
dozen countries taking part in ICVs 4 times, another 3
times, and yet another half a dozen twice, with nine
countries which have attended these vexillological
meetings only once so far.
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Hx COUNTRY Icv (1(2(3(4|5|/6|7|8|/9|1|1|1|1(1(1(1(11|1|2|2|2|2|2|2|2|22(23
S 0O(1(2|/3|/4|5|/6|7|8/9|0[1|2(3(4(5(/6|7|8|9|0

HEH United Kingdom 29 | x| x| x| x| x| x x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x

B3| United States 29 x| x| x X[ x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x[ x| x| x| x[ x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x

1:E France 27 | x| x| x x| x| x| x| x x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x x| x| x| x| x| x| x

Fii -+ Germany 28 x| x X[ x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x X[ x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x[ x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x

I Switzerland 26 x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x x x

LA Belgium 25 x x| x x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x|x

BFIE Australia 21 x x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x

B South Africa 21 | x x x| x x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x

JIEYN Canada 20 x x x x x x| x| x| x| x x| x| x| x| x x| x| x

VEYEF Spain 20 x x x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x x| x| x| x x

af 24 Netherlands 19 X x| x| x| x| x| x x| x x| x x| x| x| x| x| x X

Fii it Sweden 18 3 x| x| x X x| x x| x| x| x| x| x x| x| x| % x

TR AR Czechia (& ex-CSSR) 17 x x x| x x| x| x| x x| x| x| x x| x| x| x x

B Norway 17 x x| x| x| x x x| x x| x| x x| x| x| x| x x

P Denmark 16 x x| x| x x x| x| x| x| x| x x| x| x| x| x

HAF Italy 14 x x| x| x x x| x| x| x x| x| x| x x

0 Hh Croatia 13 x x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x

BYHEF Mexico 11 x x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x| x x

HA Japan 11 x x x| x x| x| x x| x| x X
= Poland 10 x x x x| x| x x| x| x x

HiiE SR Slovenia 10 x| x x x x| x| x| x| x| x

B4 42 Argentina 9 x| x x| x| x x x| x

B Austria 8 x| x| x| x| x x x x

5= Finland 8 x x x| x| x| x x

ETiE New Zealand 8 x x| x| x| x x x| x

W (AT Russia (& ex-USSR) 8 x| x x| x x| x x x

EIEE India 8 x x| x| x x| x| x X

iR Luxemburg 7 x x| x| x| x| x| x

F Chile 6 x| x| x| x| x| x

FE China PR 6 x| x| x| x| x| x

‘T F Hungary 5 x| x x x| x

W Cameroon 4 x| x| x| x

HEEW Georgia 4 x| x x

B Ireland 4 x| x x| x

L5 Israel 4 x x| x x

T HAl Malta 4 x| x| x x

LRlE A Romania 4 x x x| x

ARANFIIE Bulgaria 2 x x

[ Brazil 2 x x

D3 Macedonia 2 x x

FEIRYEW. Serbia 2 x x

Wik tke Slovakia 2 x| x

DACE Lithuania 2 x| x

ZH Thailand 2 x X

HE Cuba 1 x

FI e Estonia 1 x

®RE Egypt 1 x

W Fiji 1 x

R Greece 1 x

HE South Korea 1 x

HiExF Sri Lanka 1 x

BEIS Morocco 1 x

53 Ukraine 1 x

3. ZICVAEZARILE -

ICVie &

FERSETEFARNS ARt - A
HYFIPDFSL TS AHIZISRCDYEE, > FHY
UL - XEIRSERZREH BN SFR AR
B RILHARET o TAEREERE T - 5l
WSAEN BB EIITRIRIE SO R - /0%

ZHY

Table 3. Participation of country representatives at [CVs.

ICV Proceedings

Each congress would produce a collection of scholar-
ly papers, preferably as a single-volume publication
of a book of proceedings (here simply referred to as
“proceedings”) in paper or published as PDF
(Portable Document Format—a standard format used
for exchange of formatted text documents with illus-
trations) files on-line or otherwise distributed by ap-
propriate media (CD—compact disc, DVD—digital
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SRR BIHEAEL - MR E R
TR - RV EEE T B ZRAURIFEY
kL RERNFIAEFREIRELZR - EIRA
REAE 35 4 Y DA AR -

FEfE = JEICVH > FAIHUHEIR 2R AT
W3 fERES N IERIE USRI © A%
HEN SRR TEURFAEI9500+ 7T (&
4) o HEE=EICVIESCERFRNR » el I
i SERAYIESCRAE AT 10,000TT - XARER T
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video disk, or a memory device often referred to as
USB stick), considered the equivalent of printed and
bound proceedings book. Most of these are inde-
pendent publications were issued by single or joint
congress organizers, while in some cases individual
papers were issued as papers of a single volume of a
vexillological journal. In few cases no such single
publication was made, but some papers were printed
in one or more journals over time (this kind of treat-
ment inevitably resulted in the loss of some papers
that were never printed for various reasons that we
may only speculate on today).

In any case, table 4 presents the full list of ICV pro-
ceedings published so far, either as a proceedings
book, a dedicated journal volume, or individual pa-
pers published in various journals, with their total
page count. The covers of these proceedings are
shown in fig. 3.

It takes, as a rule, several years for ICV organizers to
produce the proceedings, thus at the time this paper
was being written the proceedings were only issued as
far as ICV 27. Cumulatively a total of 708 papers
were presented at the 27 ICVs all together, with only
a fraction being unpreserved in whatsoever manner,
thus unpublished and lost to us, making 4% of all
papers (table 5). The majority of unpublished papers
is from the ICV 16 Warshaw 1995 (18), and a few
from ICV 9 Ottawa 1981 (8), ICV 5 London 1973 (3),
and one from ICV 19 York 2001. The ICV 19 paper
is actually not lost but was purposely omitted from
the published proceedings, as it included copyrighted
materials it analyzed and could not be published with-
out consent from the copyright holders. It may well
be published in some form in due time.

The last three ICVs had another 81 papers that we are
expecting in forthcoming proceedings, making the
total number of 789 papers so far. Without them the
total page count for the proceedings comes to 9,500+
pages (fig. 4), and when the last three ICV proceed-
ings are published we may safely estimate that the
complete body will easily exceed 10,000 pages, rep-
resenting a firm foundation of vexillological
knowledge on which to build.
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The smallest congress by number of papers was ICV
5 London 1973, with 12 papers given (and only 9 of
them published, unless there were other papers pre-
sented not recorded even by title/author at all), and
the largest was ICV 22 Berlin 2007, with no fewer
than 48 papers.

The average is 26.3 papers per Congress. An average
paper would take up 12.1 pages in the proceedings—
while the individual average by congress would gen-
erally be below that before 2000, but reaching 20 and
even almost 30 pages in the 21st century era of digital
publishing, when the costs of reproducing longer texts
would become insignificant. The largest papers by
congress would be less than 30 pages before 2000,
reaching a peak in 2009 and 2011 (fig. 5).

x& b5 H AR 1)
ICV1 ERAERITAR HIRRIFRRE—BERASERE,; /= Muiderberg,
1965 B Sierksma, Klaes 4. Muiderberg: IIRZSAEFHES, 140
1966 &
ICV2 7&ett 1967 e B BEEHFHERFALIONE; Mihlemann, Louis i, 752 204
e t: BHIEIREHS, 1969 &
BEIRAHR X: 2-3 (1971 £F) : F=EHRERZEASIRE, %
ICV3 %4 1969 HAT 166
i BT if, B5RE. SiEEEMNEBMEMNST, EIRfRS D, 1971 &
FEHAEIRFEASICNE,; EBRESTFWEF 15T 1975
ICV4 #3 1971 ; 240
= B 5, F/RE Ziggioto SN, BARRZHRIL
ICV5 {63 1973 %ﬁﬁ% HEIRAAEE 13, 18, 20 %A, FI i 66
ICV6 33BN . N .
KB oy | FARHRNREASLIE B, Kaes Sierksma $AR. | |,
1975 e Muiderberg: SHB Hhit, 1975 &
HEIRAIR#84 (1980 3-5 H) : &, BEE, ¥Eik. BFF
ICV7 4B81 1977 | 250
R B SESIRAIRST, BORTR, 1980
FI\BEHFEIRZEASICNE,; BMFIFESHRES, $HhNS
ICV8 4 1979 i 260
Zqizken BXE Riggs. 1979 &
BYNET | HEIRNR 94, 97. 100, 107. 124, 125, 173. 174, NAVA&E
ICV9 B A% 1981 164
CVORAL 198 (EB5) M 1981, 1988 4F, BIHE, 19824 6
BEIRAIR#120 XXVI: 1-3 (1987) : $£+EEFRERFASIR
ICV10 4% 1983 TS &, Sl BiSE. SEEEMNBEMEHNST, HEIRARHO, 164
1987 4E

F 4. HARICVIESEE -
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FH—EHFHRFASICNE, EEFETIRETHNSETTE

ICV11 DEER 1985 | o3t | (EERREALT, fi8, EEEE: KNTHIFESMET, 1987 | 332
-3
HEIRATEES 120 S XXVIII: 1-4 (1989) : B+ BHFRIIREEA
ICV12 B 1987 | HATU%S SRS, DEE, BEE. DEERNEAIST, FNFER | 244
1y, 1989 &
BB RIS ASICE; AURE G.CERRISHIZRIE
ICV13 28/RZA 1989 i 288
B e BAGRER, BARITHIRSS, 1993 &
ICV14 BB s | EHOEHRERSARIOE; REFBURESE, WEBR |
1991 v WHEIRZHS, 2001 &
B+ ARHRIRRSEASIONE; EA/R EE/RAISR/REEE,
ICV15 753 1993 i 188
BE o3 TR, IR, 1999 &
B AR RIS ASIOE,; W ANIEERE, BT
ICV16 47 1995 D 153
A e SRR, MERIIRR TR IRES, 2003 &
AR RN . SO RIS ASIOTE; #1585
ICV17 FFEsg 1997 i 394
i e TR, AR, 1999 4
ICV18 #SFITE . WEELSHIR: B+ EHRRRSEASIOTE; Kevin o8
1999 v Harrington 4. IEAMIRIS 2001
BB RIS ASIOSE; K8, WM R, YRR
ICV19 4445 2001 D 256
A e HOSHRR: MEIREAZSAT, 2009 4
ICV20 HrfEsl/REE N FHEHRERZEASIONEE, Jan Oskar Engene 4. B/R 590
2003 v iR JLERIEIREES, 2004 £
V2 BRI |, | BT BURRRSASIENE, ROTNEERERR. B |
FIHF 2005 ' REEIIRSANS, 2009 4
SRR (R RIS B R RREAS,; &
ICV22 434k 2007 | iereE IR M RERT R - /R B A BRRGERS, ER., BENDRSME | 710
2009 £
EFONE: o1 RHRIRREAS, B ER R
ICV23 #&E 2009 D 785
s e B, BAEEZHS, 20114
B RHREIREASIONE; e, KIS, BEE, 4,
ICV24 #eB%itm 2011 i 1023
PR e HOEFIN . LIRSS, 2011 &
B AR ASIOTE; DE/RE BHSEY, =
ICV25 53 2013 D 483
L e IR TR P I T RS2 2016 4
B ARHRIEREASIOTE; AC (BR) B, R/RE
ICV26 B 2015 eXE | G.CEUSRMSTIA/RE D. 4RI, GiE. BARTIMIRSES, 2022 | 491
&
B CRHREIRSEASIOTE; PR R ST 8
ICV27 €57 2017 i 820
fex e 9, £, WRS SR HIRFET, 2022 &
ICV28 ZZRBAR .
2019 =
ICV29 A7R/RIERR o
2022 E
ICV30 Jt&= 2024 FE
B# 9537
F 353,22
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CONGRESS FORM PUBLICATION PAGES

ICV1 Muiderberg 1965 Proceedings | Receuil des discours banistiques a I'occasion du premier Congreés International de 140
I'Etude Scientifique des Drapeaux, le 4me et 5me septembre 1965 a Muiderberg, Pays-
Bas. Sierksma, Klaes, ed. Muiderberg: Stichting voor Banistiek en Heraldiek, 1966.

ICV2 Ruschlikon 1967 Proceedings | Receuil de Ile Congrés international de vexillologie, Zurich 1967. Miihlemann, Louis, ed. 204
Zurich: Société Suisse de Vexillologie, 1969.
ICV3 Boston 1969 Journal The Flag Bulletin X:2-3 (1971): Report of the Third International Congress of Vexillology. 166
volume Smith, Whitney, ed. Winchester, Mass.: Flag Research Center, 1971.
ICV4 Turin 1971 Proceedings | IVe Congrés international de vexillologie, Torino, 24-27 juin 1971 : recueil / organisé par 240

I’Accademia di San Marciano, Torino [Vexilla italica : Numero speciale 1975]. Aldo
Ziggioto et al., ed. Turin : Centro Italiano di studi Vessillologici, 1975.

ICV5 London 1973 Individual The Flag Bulletin 13, 18, 20 et al., Fl web site 66
papers
(partially)

ICV6 lisselmeer 1975 Proceedings | Recueil, Congrés international de vexillologie VI, aux Pays-Bas, 16—20 Avril 1975. Klaes 154

Sierksma et al. ed. Muiderberg: Editions SHB, 1975.

ICV7 Washington 1977 Journal The Flag Bulletin #84 (XIX:3-5, 1980): Smith, Whitney, ed. Winchester, Mass.: Flag 250
volume Research Center, 1980.

ICV8 Vienna 1979 Proceedings | Beitrige—Communications—Papers, 8. Internationaler Kongres fur Vexillologie—8th 260

International Congress of Vexillology—8e Congres international de veillologie. Vienna:
Gesellschaft fir Osterreichische Heereskunde, 1979.

ICV9 Ottawa 1981 Individual The Flag Bulletin 94, 97, 100, 107, 124, 125, 173, 174, NAVA Newsletter 1981, 1988, 164
papers Buletinul Bibliotecii Romane, 1982
(partially)

ICV10 Oxford 1983 Journal The Flag Bulletin #120 XXVI:1-3 (1987): Report of the 10th International Congress of 164
volume Vexillology. Smith, Whitney, ed. Winchester, Mass.: Flag Research Center, 1987.

ICV11 Madrid 1985 Proceedings | Comunicaciones al XI Congreso Internacional de Vexilologia. Sebastian Herreros Aguii 332

and Jordi Pérez Ibéfiez, eds. (Barcelona: Sociedad Espafiola de Vexilologia, 1987).

ICV12 San Francisco 1987 Journal The Flag Bulletin #120 XXVIII:1-4 (1989): Report of the 12th International Congress of 244
volume Vexillology. Smith, Whitney, ed. Winchester, Mass.: Flag Research Center, 1989.

ICV13 Melbourne 1989 Proceedings | Report of the 13th International Congress of Vexillology, Melbourne, Australia, 24-29 288

September 1989. Ralph G.C. Bartlett and Antony Burton eds. (Melbourne: Flag Society
of Australia, 1993)

ICV14 Barcelona 1991 Proceedings | Barcelona Vexil-lologica: 14 Congres Internacional de Vexil-lologia, 30 juny - 5 juliol 256
1991, Comunicacions. Sebastia Herreros i Agui, ed. (Barcelona: Associacié Catalana de
Vexil-lologia, 2001)

ICV15 Zurich 1993 Proceedings | Fahnen=Flags=Drapeaux: Proceedings of the 15th International Congress of Vexillology. 188
Emil Dreyer and Harald Miiller, eds. (Zurich: Swiss Society of Vexillology, 1999)
ICV16 Warsaw 1995 Proceedings | Procredings of the 16th International Congress for Vexillology, Under the Honorary 153

Patronage of the Speaker of Polish Parliament, Warsaw, July 1st — 5th 1995. Wladyslaw
Serwatowski, ed. (Warshaw, Earth Flag Center and Polish Vexillological Society, 2003.)

ICV17 Cape Town 1997 Proceedings | Flags in Southern Africa and the World: Proceedings of the XVII International Congress 394
of Vexillology. Peter Martinez, ed. (Pinegowrie, South Africa: Southern African
Vexillological Association, 1999)

ICV18 Victoria 1999 Proceedings | Flags from Sea to Sea: The Proceedings of the XVIII International Congress of 188
Vexillology, Victoria, B.C., Canada, July 28—Aug. 3, 1999. Kevin Harrington, ed. (Toronto:
Canadian Flag Association = L’Associaiton canadienne de Vexillologie, 2001)

ICV19 York 2001 Proceedings | The XIX International Congress of Vexillology, York, 23—27 July 2001: Proceedings. John 256
Hall, ed. (Kingston-upon-Hull: Flag Institute, 2009).

ICV20 Stockholm 2003 Proceedings | Proceedings of the XX International Congress of Vexillology, Stockholm, 27th July to 1st 590
August 2003. Jan Oskar Engene, ed. (Bergen: Nordic Flag Society, 2004)

ICV21 Buenos Aires 2005 Proceedings | Vexilobaires 2005: Comunicaciones del Congreso Internacional de Vexilologia XXI = 528

Proceedings of the XXI International Congress of Vexillology. Francisco Gregoric, ed.
(Buenos Aires: Asociacion Argentina de Vexilologia, 2009)

ICV22 Berlin 2007 Proceedings | Colours of History: Flags and Banners in the World: Proceedings of the XXIl. 710
International Vexillological Congress, FlagBerlin 2007. Gerd Vehres and Hans-Ulrich
Herzog, eds. (Berlin: Deutsche Gesellschaft fiir Flaggenkunde, 2009)

ICV23 Yokohama 2009 Proceedings | Official Proceedings: The Twenty-Third International Congress of Vexillology. Miru 785
Takano and Zachary Harden, eds. (Tokyo: Japanese Vexillological Association, 2011)

ICV24 Washington 2011 Proceedings | Proceedings of the 24th International Congress of Vexillology. Scot M. Guenter, 1,023
ed.(Trenton, N.J.: North American Vexillological Association, 2011)

ICV25 Rotterdam 2013 Proceedings | Proceedings of the 25th International Congress of Vexillology. Marcel van Westerhoven, 483

ed. (Rotterdam: Nederlandse Vereniging voor Vlaggenkunde and Stichting
Vlaggenparade Rotterdam, 2016)

ICV26 Sydney 2015 Proceedings | Proceedings of the 26th International Congress of Vexillology Sydney, Australia 31 491
August—4 September 2015. A. C. (Tony) Burton, Ralph G.C. Bartlett and Ralph D. Kelly,
eds. (Sydney: Flag Society of Australia Inc. [Flags Australia], 2022)

ICV27 London 2017 Proceedings | Proceedings of the 27th International Congress of Vexillology. lan Sumner and Margaret 820
Sumner, eds. (Kingston upon Hull: Flag Institute, 2022)

ICV28 San Antonio 2019 TBA

ICV29 Ljubljana 2022 TBA
ICV30 Beijing 2024 TBA
sum 9,537
average 353

Table 4. Publication of ICV Proceedings.
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K& CONGRESS ik o] 1111874 £2FiLX SS9 BATE
PAPERS PAPERS AVG MAX
PRESENTED | PUBLISHED |pAGES PAGES

ICV1 BR A8 U1k 1965 ICV1 Muiderberg 1965 20 20 6.5 13
ICV2 7%t 1967 ICV2 Ruschlikon 1967 15 15 9.1 31
ICV3 11l 1969 ICV3 Boston 1969 18 18 9.5 21
ICV4 #B R 1971 ICV4 Turin 1971 16 16 13.3 32
ICV5 1881 1973 ICV5 London 1973 12 9 5.5 24
ICV6 X BRI 1975 ICV6 lisselmeer 1975 15 15 7.2 14
ICV7 HER&10 1977 ICV7 Washington 1977 27 27 10.2 27
Icv8 #Eth44 1979 ICV8 Vienna 1979 21 21 12.4 26
ICV9 Y& K4 1981 ICV9 Ottawa 1981 20 12 8.2 23
ICV10 4= 1983 ICV10 Oxford 1983 16 16 9.9 27
ICV11 Hyffi E 1985 ICV11 Madrid 1985 34 34 10.3 27
Icv12 [H4: 1l 1987 ICV12 San Francisco 1987 19 19 12.5 37
ICV13 52 /RAS 1989 ICV13 Melbourne 1989 21 21 10.2 35
Icvi4 BT AR 1991 ICV14 Barcelona 1991 21 21 12.1 93
ICV15 7%t 1993 ICV15 Zurich 1993 40 40 4.1 11
ICV16 4£¥b 1995 ICV16 Warsaw 1995 35 17 3.5 29
ICV17 JF 2 1997 ICV17 Cape Town 1997 30 30 12.7 28
ICV18 4% FI 1999 ICV18 Victoria 1999 22 22 8.6 16
ICV19 41%) 2001 ICV19 York 2001 30 29 8.1 26
ICV20 785 /X BE 2003 ICV20 Stockholm 2003 30 30 17.6 56
ICV21 7 B % 3R 2005 | 1CV21 Buenos Aires 2005 24 24 20.0 55
ICV22 ##k 2007 ICV22 Berlin 2007 48 48 13.5 45
ICV23 ##JiE 2009 ICV23 Yokohama 2009 26 26 29.8 122
ICV24 4R 2011 ICV24 Washington 2011 37 37 27.4 129
ICV25 JEKEFT 2013 ICV25 Rotterdam 2013 35 35 12.5 29
ICvV26 & J8 2015 ICV26 Sydney 2015 33 33 13.1 44
ICV27 483 2017 ICV27 London 2017 43 43 18.4 56
ICV28 E% %R Je J 2019 ICV28 San Antonio 2019 27 27

ICV29 F A /R HEFR 2022 ICV29 Ljubljana 2022 28 28

ICV30 Jb3E 2024 ICV30 Beijing 2024 26 26

p=%-4 sum 807 789

SR average 27 26 12 40

5. FEICV R RIIE S & -

Table 5. Number of papers presented at ICVs.

MAEHLREIRY-—I 4R - ATTE0ARE] %
FEEIHIAERRERTE" FIAVERE » 55225%) -
EIRAPT ¢ USRS BT S st O S G ST
e 55 E - FIAVE ONERTHIRFINEE
ENER=RNES - 405  (EBRIEDEE -

Since the very beginning of organized vexillology, it
was recognized that “taking into consideration the
global nature of vexillology” (FIAV Constitution, Art.
22), the international field of study would inevitably
have to be open to various languages. Indeed, FIAV
itself translated its name from French in the Constitu-
tion into three languages: English, German, and
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Figure 4. a) Number of pages published in proceedings book
(red), single journal volume (blue), individual papers in jour-
nals (green) per ICV (top). b) Number of papers published
(blue) and unpublished (red) per ICV (middle). c) Average

pages of published paper (red) and maximum pages of paper
(blue) per ICV (bottom).

Spanish, considering the
four as its official lan-
guages (it dropped that
distinction in 2017, re-
taining only the name in
French, but recognizing
that any other is accepta-
ble). However, it may be
noted that in practice
English became first and
preferred language of
ICV papers, even if other
languages appeared and
still occasionally appear
and are welcome (table
6). There are only three
Congresses where other
languages were repre-
sented by more papers
than English (ICV 4 Tu-
rin, there were more pa-
pers in both French and
Italian than in English,
and ICV 8 Vienna, where
more papers appeared in
German, and now ICV
30 in Beijing where pa-
pers in Chinese outnum-
ber those in English)
while two had an equal
number in English and
French (ICV 2 Ruschili-
kon) or Spanish (ICV11
Madrid). However, the
overall number of papers
in English is over 10
times larger than the
number of papers in
French or German and 20
times those in Spanish.
Other languages ap-
peared occasionally, usu-
ally as native languages
of the organizers (Italian,
Japanese, Polish) while
the odd one out is Roma-
nian, which appeared as
single paper issued in
local journal in a case
when proceedings were
not published.
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mE (% |E |A (R [BE |B |B |[F |23
B g | |X K[ |ZE D
F # 2
oG
= CONGRESS EN FR DE ES CH |IT P PL RO | 2/3
ICV1 BHPEDIHF 1965 ICV1 Muiderberg 1965 10 5 5
Icv2 FERM 1967 ICV2 Ruschlikon 1967 6 6 3
1cv3 3117 1969 ICV3 Boston 1969 18
Icva PR 1971 ICV4 Turin 1971 3 5 3 5
ICV5 {831 1973 ICV5 London 1973 10 2
Icve XEE/RHA 1975 ICV6 lJsselmeer 1975 8 2 5
Icv7 HEEER 1977 ICV7 Washington 1977 26
Icv8 2 1979 ICV8 Vienna 1979 7 6 8
ICV9 JEAHE 1981 ICV9 Ottawa 1981 17 1 1 1
ICV10 433 1983 ICV10 Oxford 1983 16
1cv11 & 1985 ICV11 Madrid 1985 15 3 1 15
1cv12 |[H&Ll 1987 ICV12 San Francisco 1987 18 1
1cv13 21K 1989 ICV13 Melbourne 1989 21
Icvi4 BETHF 1991 ICV14 Barcelona 1991 10 3 5 2
1CV15 7224 1993 ICV15 Zurich 1993 27 10 13 5
Icv16 17D 1995 ICV16 Warsaw 1995 20 5 3 1 6
Icv17 FHES 1997 ICV17 Cape Town 1997 24 3 2 1
1cv18 4 FIT 1999 ICV18 Victoria 1999 18 2 2
1cV19 £3%Y) 2001 ICV19 York 2001 30
1cv20 B{ES1RE 2003 ICV20 Stockholm 2003 29 1
ICv21 FRENERT 3 HIET 2005 | 1CV21 Buenos Aires 2005 15 1 10 2
1CV22 $a44 2007 ICV22 Berlin 2007 36 12
1CV23 @38 2009 ICV23 Yokohama 2009 26 1 1
1Cv24 HEER$R 2011 ICV24 Washington 2011 37 1 2 3
1CV25 fEAFF 2013 ICV25 Rotterdam 2013 31 3 (3) 2
1cv26 &2 2015 ICV26 Sydney 2015 (2)
1CV27 {831 2017 ICV27 London 2017 1 1| (1)
1Cv28 2% e 2019 ICV28 San Antonio 2019 26 (1)
1CV29 TR RAEHR 2022 ICV29 Ljubljana 2022 27 (1)
1cv30 4R 2024 ICV30 Beijing 2024 12(26) 14(26) 26
xL 622 59| 57| 38 14 7 1 6 1| 13
207 | 22| 21| 14| 06| 03]|004| 02 00a] 05

#6. fiihiaw
BN E S - HRARERIES) -

ZRHYICV 13T (ICV 25-29 EFIHSCERAESCR 8 MM 1 ICV 30 EFrAE 390+

Table 6. Papers at ICVs by published language (8 papers delivered in Chinese at ICVs 25-29 were published in English;
all papers at ICV 30 were published in both Chinese and English, the count represents the language of presentation).
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NENEE > MHEF ARSI T =1MF
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RIETE - BAREF—EIG P —ERIME
FHEHEMSIICV - SR P SHMA—ESI0 - #

Occasionally papers were published in parallel bilin-
gually or even in three languages. The ICV 30 organ-
izers announced the publication of completely bilin-
gual proceedings in both English and Chinese.

The vast majority of papers in the ICV proceedings
are produced by a single author, only 20 are credited
to dual authors, and just two of them have three
authors listed. None of these 22 examples have the
same group of authors, so apparently these are all
ad hoc cooperations crafted for the individual topic
covered. While some of these pairs have one or both
authors attending other ICVs individually or rarely
with someone else, some of the joint papers had “one-
off” authors who did not attend other congresses.
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Figure 5. Number of papers published in various languages
per ICV: English (blue), French (red), German (gold), Spanish
(pale purple), Italian (green), Japanese (bright yellow), Polish
(buff), Romanian (pale pink), bi- or trilingual (hatched).
Chinese (not shown) is 22, for ICV 30.

One paper is credited to a vexillological organization,
possibly out of the modesty of the authors, while one
paper is not specifically credited (here referred to as
“anonymous”), but prepared by a non-vexillological
organization, which presented its flags.

The most prolific authors of ICV papers are, to no
surprise, prominent vexillologists (table 7). The
greatest number of papers is held by none other than
Whitney Smith with 21, practically one for each ICV
he attended. There is no paper of his own recorded in
his own Flag Bulletin in the ICV 7 Washington 1977
proceedings, nor in the next ICV 8 Vienna 1979 pro-
ceedings, nor in the ICV 17 Cape Town 1997. His
last ICV paper was delivered at ICV 23 Yokohama
(where he could not attend and the paper he prepared
was read to the congress); after that he was not giving
lectures anymore. Still, this is a record that shall be
quite difficult to surpass.
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The author of the next largest number of papers is
Michel Lupant, FIAV President Emeritus, with 15.
His first, co-authored with Roger Harmignies, was at
ICV 10 Oxford 1983 (where they were not present
and the paper was read), and then every congress
from ICV 14 Barcelona 1991 to ICV 26 Sydney 2015
and again at ICV 28 San Antonio 2019. His latest
was read at ICV 30 Beijing 2024.

Other notable vexillologists by number of ICV papers
include Ales Brozek (14), Kevin Harrington (13),
Scot Guenter and Bruce Berry (12), Ralph Kelly, Zel-
jko Heimer, Roman Klimes, and Zhao Xinfeng with
11 papers each. 10 papers are given by Tony Burton
and Klaes Sierksma, 9 by William Crampton, Andre-
as Herzfeld, Edward B. (Ted) Kaye, and Manuela
Schmdger, 8 by Ralph Bartlett, Lucien Philippe, Ar-
nold Rabbow, Maria José Sastre y Arribas, and so on.
Further, 22 vexillologists had between 5 and 7 papers
at ICVs, 9 appeared 4 times, 26 three times, 49 twice,
while 245 provided their valuable insight to vexil-
lological community once.

Summarizing number of pages of papers by various
authors provides a somewhat different “top three
chart” with 328 pages by Zeljko Heimer, followed by
305 pages by Michel Lupant and 253 by Ralph Kelly.
Again, it is not in vain to remind readers that number
of pages does not necessarily equals quality.

It might be matter of curiosity to compare the names
from the table above with the FIAV awards. Among
the 11 Laureates of the Federation awarded through
2024, seven are in table 7. Another 24 names from
the table are recipients of the Fellow of the Federation
award, leaving just 11 names that were not recog-
nized with the highest FIAV recognitions. This is
either a matter of their passing away before the
awards were established or possibly an oversight that
a future FIAV board might address.

Anyway, it seems obvious that the authors who wrote
many papers would have higher total volume of pag-
es; however, there is no direct linear correlation. It
may be noted that most of the authors with 10 papers
or more would have a total of well over 100 pages,
reaching to over 300 for some. The only notable ex-
ception is Klaes Sierksma with 10 papers totaling
“only” 59 pages—he was most active in the early
years, when papers were notably shorter. This does
not, certainly, tell anything about the quality of work
involved.
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L AUTHOR w w" 1 1|11 2 (2|2 (2|2(2|2(2|2|2]|3
X PAG 1 5(6 (7 012 (3|4|5|6|7|8|9|0
PAP ES
ERS
Whitney Smith 21 215 1 1 (1 1 (11 )1
Michel R. Lupant 16 305 1 (1)1 1)1 (1)1 f1)1(1 1 1
Ales Brozek 14 113 1 1 (1)1 1 2 1)1 1
Kevin A. Harrington | 13 100 1 1 1 1 1|2 1 1 1
Bruce Berry 12 145 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
Scot M. Guenter 12 141 1 111 2 |11 |11
Zeljko Heimer 11 328 1 (2112111 ]1]1]21]1(f1
Ralph D. Kelly 11 253 1 1)1 (1)1 (1)1 (f1]1
Roman Klime3 11 116 1 1)1 1 101 101 1 1
AR Zhao Xinfeng 11 230 1 (1 (1|1 (1]6
FEJE - friist Tony Burton 10 229 1 1)1 )1 |11 101 1
S - s Klaes Sierksma 10 59
o W. G. Crampton 9 56 1 1)1
B | Andreas Herzfeld 9 69 1 1 /1)1 ]1 101
1 Edward B. Kaye 9 123 111 (1)1 1|1 1]2
BRKHL - WS la Schmé 9 135 1 2 1(1]1 (1 1
FLRK LR RIS Ralph Bartlett 8 80 1 1 1 11111
75 9 23R Lucien Philippe 8 106 1 1
B Arnold Rabbow 8 68 1 1
PN - 4 - IERN | Sastre y Arribas 8 70 1 1)1 ]1 1
KD P BTEAR L Teodoro Amerlinck | 7 56 1 101
JECMTH WA E PN | Sebastia Herreros 7 237 1 1 1 1
WA - DR Giinter Mattern 7 60 1 1 1
A 5 0TS RER W Bruce Nicolls 7 51 2
Bl > 4y Alain Raullet 7 98 1 (1 (1 ]1f1]1(f1
Jifi Tenora 7 40 101101 1
Frederick Brownell | 6 53 1 1011
Emil Dreyer 6 222 1 (1)1 1|1
Jan H. Munksgaard | 6 63 1 (1 1 1|1 1
Anne M. Platoff 6 169 1 (111|111
z ffI%UIA Wil Roberto Breschi 5 66 1 1 1 1
AR John Cartledge 5 39 101 ]1 (1 1
FF « BRI TS Dan Cernovodeanu | 5 65 1
W SERA/R Michael A. Faul 5 35 10111 1
JEMETF Donald T. Healy 5 79 1)1 1
T IR Wi K Jaroslav Martykan 5 50 2 1 1
BURF 9 HLE T D5 Ottfried Neubecker | 5 83
TR Georges Pasch 5 32
295 H19E /R John M. Purcell 5 46 1
Barbara Tomlinson | 5 47 1 1 1
Gustavo Tracchia 5 69 1 1 1
van Westerhoven 5 71 11 )1 )11
R sum 801 9081
S average 2.1 24.2

F 1. ICVIEXXMIES - (
Gk ABEaFER)

BEREERRIEOTOR © Bk

orange) .

Table 7. Authors at ICVs (Laureates of the Federation
highlighted with light blue, Fellows of the Federation with

The average contribution by an author to an ICV
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proceedings is 24.2 pages.
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Topics

So, what did we write about in these papers? What
have we covered and what areas are there left to be
researched?  Practically every topic may deserve
more research and fresh views, and vexillologist are
more than welcome for to build upon a topic already
covered. Certainly the passing of time and a fresh
pair of eyes would easily produce new and interesting
findings. On the other hand, wide areas of flag-
related issues have barely been touched or have not
been reached at all.

To provide some kind of overview, the papers were
sorted into dozen categories by topics covered in
them. It is obviously impossible to devise an unam-
biguous relation of each issued paper to one of such
categories and there would be papers that could easily
fit into two or three, or even more, especially since it
seems to be a challenge to authors to find topics
crossing the “traditional” boundaries and covering
new ground. There have been previous attempts to
provide categorization of vexillological research, such
as presented by Scot Guenter in “Vexillological Clas-
sification and Terminology” workshop at ICV 12 or
by Whitney Smith “A Vexillological Classification
System”. (Flag Bulletin 21:1 (1982):16-22) critically
reviewed by Hugh Brady in “Utility or Futility?: Re-
visiting Smith’s Vexillological Classification System”
at ICV 25.

However, for the purpose of this paper these were not
used, as they appeared to narrow or impractical. Ra-
ther, a one-word general topic was ascribed to each
paper based on my guess. After this was done, sever-
al categories proved to have only a single or just a
few entries, and that they could easily be combined
with some others. This finally provided a list of 15
general categories, sorted here with the most frequent
first:
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national

subnational

theoretical

military

municipal

medieval

applied

organizational

symbols

Papers dealing with flags
denoting affiliation to indi-
vidual nation-states, coun-
tries in general, used either
on land or at sea, their histo-
ry, development, use, etc.
Papers dealing with flags of
major territorial units within
countries, generally not con-
sidered subjects of interna-
tional law, i.e., flags used
within a country as symbols
of affiliation to a particular
administrative or otherwise
defined part

Papers dealing with vexil-
lological concepts, theory,
and standardization

Papers dealing with flags
used by military on land or
at sea, modern and historical
Papers dealing with flags of
municipal level subdivisions
of countries (cities, towns,
counties, local councils and
similar entities)

Papers dealing with flags
used in the Middle Ages,
often sourced to medieval
manuscripts and  illustra-
tions, maps, and art, but also
including flags from ancient
period or from modern times
that use similar concepts
Papers that cover flag use
applied on various artifacts,
depicted in various media,
used in particular untradi-
tional manner, and otherwise
covering multiple flag use in
particular manner

Papers dealing with flags of
various organizations, insti-
tutions, societies, and simi-
lar corporate bodies other
than governmental bodies
Papers dealing with individ-
ual symbols used in flag
design
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signals Papers dealing with flags
that are used for signaling,
transfer of various messages
arranged by some kind of
code, including those flags
that signal presence of vari-
ous dignitaries (e.g., heads
of states) outside a military
context
Papers dealing with issues
of restoration and conserva-
tion of particular historical
flags or generally on preser-
vation methodology and
techniques
Papers dealing with flags
used by political parties or
movements
Papers dealing with flags
used in space exploration
Papers dealing with flag-
related legislation and regu-
lations
other Papers that were not catego-
rized in any of the previous
topics

conservation

political

spacial

legislation

This may seem a somewhat arbitrary classification,
but I believe that every such attempt would necessari-
ly be so and thus this is as good as any (fig. 6).

It is of no surprise to any vexillologists that the most
papers deal with national flags, about a quarter.
Roughly half as many deal with the somewhat similar
topic of subnational flags. After all, these two kinds
of flags are certainly the most frequently used flags,
regulated or even required to be hoisted by some,
many, or everyone in a country.

I was somewhat surprised with the third most fre-
quent category being “theoretical”— roughly 10% of
papers—while it is to be expected that flags scholars
are inclined to provide theoretical analysis and devel-
opment of scientific tools in the field, I was unaware
(even considering myself knowledgeable regarding
the ICV proceedings production) that so many papers
in this category were delivered. Certainly, new re-
searchers and scientists would benefit in tracking
those and following in their steps. In a way, this is
a firm counter-argument to Orenski’s critique in
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Figure 6. Number of papers published in ICV proceedings
by topic.

his essay Quo vadimus?, which warned us that vexil-
lology should be more than just a “herbarium” of
colorful “flowers” that we picked up in a field (Peter
J. Orenski: Quo Vadimus?: An Essay on the State and
Future of Vexillology, Flag Research Center, 2001).

Nearly as many papers deal with military flags of
various kinds. Our field of study is sometimes easily
(mis)understood by non-vexillologists as being a dis-
cipline dealing mostly if not entirely with military
flags—but this makes a clear argument against such a
misperception.

And another category that comes close to 10% of
papers is municipal flags. These papers deal with a
single “municipality” or a number of municipalities in
a smaller region or chosen by some particular other
criteria within a nation. Obviously, there is a great
potential in covering the majority of world municipal-
ities that could have not been processed in any such
way at ICVs yet and it may be expected that with
time this category might see a serious increase.
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Three next categories come in still relatively well
covered, with more than 50 papers in each: Medie-
val, applied, and organizational. These are followed
by 30 papers considering various symbols, about 20
papers discussing flag signals, a dozen or papers deal-
ing with flag conservation, as well as political flags,
and a half a dozen researching flags in space. At the
tail of this categorization are papers considering legal
matters regarding flags and miscellaneous papers—
these last cover topics such as flag finials, flag poles,
decorative motifs, and flags constructed within virtual
worlds in video games.
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Figure 7. Versatility of topics in ICV papers: number of
categories covered by papers per ICV.

In any case, it is satisfactory for our field of study to
note that topical versatility is present throughout the
years of ICVs. While the lowest number of these cat-
egories covered in a single ICV is 6 for some of the
early congresses, in those years easily 10 topics were
usually covered. In recent years a steady increase is
noticeable, with minimum number of categories in an
ICV reaching 9 and maximum 13 after 2000 (fig. 7).

This proves the strength of vexillology in dealing
with various topics and approaching our goal fruitful-
ly from various aspects. Vexillologists are group of
scholars with various backgrounds and varied inter-
ests turning their spotlights on various corners of flag
studies.

FEFIREEEYR / Zeljko HEIMER 111




% 30 BEMREIRFEARSFEAIRE - PEILE > 2024 £ 8 H

gt

ICVEFLAHTI0,000TTHESCEEAFR T EARAVIH
THEER SRR R =l - MRk T — 2 A2
BRI R £ RIS R SR AT 7R
A AREIRERE - DUEN#— P iFERIER -

XS B e S A 1R H At 614G
ANAE R AR 2R B A AR - (R
FIRE) - (BBEEFERZN) - &k
ERFLREEE > IR - HAEEN = > 2011
13

X TAA—/ N3 (7.5%)FEFA TR < 1£
ICV_E&FHNE SRR AR ey Tl - e
SR HTHRIA -5 RE S IS BRI 2R B
BRI HSRAG X LR} - NIZmE Pt A =Ry
JREERY o BRI (NN IR EH SIS
o i EIE R R B RSN T 7RHY
(KIS

{EANFIAVEy—R'E 51 > ] LIRS i
AAEFIAV UG EFR AR SRt > B TR EH I
SR EEREAR HIRZ — ( (FIAV &) %
2FME ¢ e HR BB TR > Bl
BTN A R T B BRI AR & > BLFEHE
ASIIRE - FET XA R FEIE S
JFON e ™) o 2R XEREAEAREEE T RS
FESEEMHRIAE M R E LSRR,
TIELHERIVEUS A -

AREIRIIFEIX SEHHA |

Conclusion

The total of nearly 10,000 pages of ICV proceedings
represent the highest peak of published vexillological
research and constitute a respectable body of global
vexillological knowledge and a trove of scholarly
data for vexillologists of today and of tomorrow upon
which to base further research. It is indeed the mate-
rials that Whitney Smith and other founders of our
discipline hoped for when they devised the principles
of vexillology (cf. Smith, W., “The Principles of Vex-
illology”, Official Proceedings: The 23rd Internation-
al Congress of Vexillology. Miru Takano and Zacha-
ry Harden, eds. Tokyo: Japanese Vexillological Asso-
ciation, 2011: 1-3).

Even if these ten thousand pages comprise only a
small portion (~7.5%) of the total vexillological pub-
lication in periodicals estimated to around 135,000
pages (cf. Heimer, Z. “Vexillological Periodicals: A
Vexillology Diamond Jubilee Overview”, ICV 29
Ljubljana 2022 Proceedings, publishing pending), the
papers presented at ICVs should represent the pinna-
cle of vexillological research published.

Enabling free and instant access to these materials to
vexillologists worldwide, in the form of digital pro-
ceedings, should advance the superstructure of vexil-
lology. These should not only serve as firm reference
and pillars, but also as examples of best practice and
methodology in the discipline.

As an officer of FIAV, I may, with an open heart,
state that by providing these materials on the FIAV
website our organization is fulfilling one of its most
basic goals (Art. 2. FIAV Constitution: ... whose ob-
ject is the pursuit of vexillology, which is the creation
and development of a body of knowledge about flags
of all types, their forms and functions, and of scien-
tific theories and principles based on that
knowledge.”). Of course, this shall require further
work additions in years to come, which should be
cherished and appreciated by the generations that in-
herit from us.

Keep studying those flags!
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