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Red Scarf National Flag
Education

WANG Yanfeng

(Dialogue Presentation)

I am 81 years old this year. I have been engaged in
the work of the Young Pioneers for 62 years—since
the early 1960s. I have served as the Chief Counselor
of Beijing Young Pioneers and Vice President of Bei-
jing Young Pioneers Work Association. You can see
the red scarf on my chest, which is a symbol of Chi-
nese Young Pioneers. Because I engage with Young
Pioneers, I also wear a red scarf. I am so happy to
participate in ICV 30’s themed dialogue on Flag Edu-
cation. Based on my practical work, I would like to
discuss three aspects of Red Scarf flag education.

Firstly, the Red Scarf education of the Chinese
Young Pioneers is an integral part of flag educa-
tion in the People’s Republic of China (fig. 1)
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Figure 1. Young Pioneers fly the flag of their organization.
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The Young Pioneers of China (referred to as the
Young Pioneers) is a mass organization composed of
children aged 6 to 14 in China. There are 115 million
Young Pioneers nationwide, making it the largest
youth organization in the world. Cultural aspects
within the Young Pioneers organization aim to instill
values and beliefs through a series of symbolic ele-
ments that resonate with its members.

The Red Scarf carries two symbolic meanings, one
being that it represents a corner of the red flag. So,
what does this “red flag” refer to? The “red flag”
here refers to the five iconic red flags of our country:
the party flag of the Communist Party of China, the
national flag of the People’s Republic of China, the
military flag of the Chinese People’s Liberation Ar-
my, the youth league flag of the Communist Youth
League of China, and the flag of Young Pioneers (fig.
2). Each red flag has a distinct image and profound
meaning.
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Figure 2. a. The Communist Party of China, b. China, c. The People’s Liberation Army, d. The Communist Youth League of China,

e. The Young Pioneers.
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I believe that education on these five red flags is cru-
cial in Red Scarf education because it represents a
part of each red scarf. Starting from understanding
each of these flags, we can teach members about their
sacred significance and help them understand the glo-
ry behind wearing a red scarf.

I believe that educating about each red flag encom-
passes Red Scarf education as well. The Red Scarf
represents a part of these flags and signifies its inclu-
sion within them. Respecting and loving red flags
must start with respecting and loving one’s own Red
Scarf worn on the chest. Therefore, Red Scarf educa-
tion is an integral part of national flag education.
Training members to properly wear this “corner” or
symbol will inspire emotional connections when they
see it fluttering in front while keeping all red flags or
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Figure 3. Young Pioneers wave the national flag.

the national flag in their hearts
(fig. 3).

Secondly, the Young Pioneers
of China lead members to
develop the awareness and
habit of respecting and cher-
ishing the national flag from
an early age

I once saw a news report where
a primary school student wear-
ing a Red Scarf was walking
down the street when he heard our national anthem
playing in a nearby library courtyard during a raising
ceremony for our national flag. Immediately, he
stopped his hurried steps, faced towards where there
was a pole holding up our national flag inside that
courtyard area, and with solemnity stood upright
while lifting his right hand above his head performing
the Young Pioneers salute until the ceremony ended!
I highly commend the Young Pioneers school for cul-
tivating children’s sincere emotional awareness and
good behavior in respecting and loving the national
flag.

One of the important responsibilities of Young Pio-
neers is to guide children from an early age to love
the socialist motherland under the leadership of the
Communist Party of China, and cultivate children’s
simple feelings of patriotism. Children’s feelings
towards the country are not innate, but the result of
continuous edification and infection through various
influencing factors. National flag education is to fas-
ten the first button of “respect the national flag and
love the country” for new people of this era.

To carry out national flag education for children aged
6—-14, we believe that the following three principles
need to be implemented:

1. The principle of gradual progress. At this age,
with the growth in cognitive development, the under-
standing and emotion of the national flag will show
phased characteristics. Therefore, the Young Pioneers
organization and implementation of national flag edu-
cation must be from low to high, from easy to hard,
from concrete images to abstract rationality.
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2. The principle of edutainment. It is necessary to
be good at applying the means with the characteristics
of the times, creating the edification and infection
methods that Young Pioneers are happy to hear, full
of interest and willing to accept, to make national flag
education in its various forms interesting, intentional,
and entertaining.

3. The principle of autonomous practice. In addi-
tion to the necessary teaching and training, we guide
and help team members adopt participatory, interac-
tive, and experiential methods to carry out practical
activities such as independent exploration, hands-on
practice and behavior cultivation, so as to continuous-
ly enhance the simple emotion of respecting the na-
tional flag and gradually develop the habit of caring
for the national flag.

Thirdly, the Young Pioneers’ “scarf floating on the
chest, the national flag in the heart” series of edu-
cational activities has three major components

The components of the educational activities are
cognition, emotion, and behavior.

1. Cognition—Learn the compulsory knowledge of
complying with the national flag.

Tell the Young Pioneers that the national flag is the
symbol of China. Each of us should respect and care
for our national flag.

Tell the Young Pioneers that our national flag is the
“Five-starred Red Flag”. The red flag symbolizes the
victory of the revolution; the five yellow stars sym-
bolize the great unity of the Chinese revolutionary
people under the leadership of
the Communist Party of China.

Tell the Young Pioneers how
Chairman Mao pressed the but-
ton on October 1, 1949, to raise
the first national flag of China
raised at Tiananmen Square.
That day marked the founding
ceremony of the People’s
Republic of China (fig. 4).

Figure 4. Chairman Mao proclaims the People’s

4 ) . Republic of China on October 1, 1949.
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Tell the Young Pioneers not to display or use dam-
aged, defaced, faded, or substandard national flags;
not to fly the flag upside-down or in other ways that
undermine the dignity of the national flag. The flag
must not be discarded at will. Damaged, defaced,
faded, or substandard national flags should be recov-
ered and disposed of in accordance with the relevant
provisions of the State.

Guide the Young Pioneers to
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Figure 5. Young Pioneers form a map of China.
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carry out “Know of the map of
China” activities. = Thus we
learn that there are 34 provinc-
es, autonomous regions, and
municipalities in China. There
are 23 provinces (including
Taiwan Province), 5 autono-
mous regions, 4 municipalities
directly under the Central Gov-
ernment, and 2 special adminis-
trative regions. The capital is
Beijing. Knowing every inch
of the motherland is vitally im-
portant (fig. 5).

Guide the Young Pioneers to carry out the activity of
“Recognizing the motherland on the globe”. Thus we
know that our motherland is in Asia; we have 14
neighboring countries on land and 6 countries across
the sea.

2. Emotion—Cultivate simple feelings of loving the
national flag.

To effectively stimulate the Young Pioneers’ love for
the national flag, the Young Pioneers of Beijing
Schools carry out a variety of experiential activities.

Many schools organize hands-on art activities for the
Young Pioneers in the lower grades, such as “painting
or cutting the national flag competition” to see who
has the best work. Many schools organize children to
take a closer look at the national flag, touch the flag
with their hands, and put their faces against the flag to
stimulate their affection for the national flag.

The Beijing Municipal Commission of Education has
called on schools across the city to watch the national
flag-raising ceremony in Tiananmen Square as chil-
dren enter their senior grades, to have them personal-
ly feel the solemnity, excitement, and high-spirits,
and heroism that attracts national attention.
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Figure 6. Young Pioneers wear the red scarf
and honor the national flag.
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Qualified schools organize players to participate in
major cultural and sports activities, and most schools
have them watch live broadcasts of large-scale inter-
national events. Seeing the national anthem of the
People’s Republic of China played in the arena and
the five-star red flag raised, our champion athletes
stare at the national flag with tears in their eyes and
sing the national anthem. Team members explore the
story behind the gold medal, understand how the five-
star red flag is raised in the international arena, and
understand the national honor.

Many schools organized team members to watch Chi-
nese astronauts go into space., to see the astronauts
waving the five-star red flag in space, greeting the
people of the country and the people of the world.
We ask the team to find out how many countries have
been allowed to display their flags in space. They
understand the great progress of modern science and
technology in China.

3. Behavior—Develop the habit of loving the
national flag.

Schools hold a flag-raising ceremony every week for
20 weeks of the semester. This is an effective process
of nurturing education. Every
week, when the flag-raising
ceremony begins, all the Young
Pioneers lined up neatly, facing
the national flag, sing the na-
tional anthem and give a sol-
emn salute. In order to enhance
the character and appeal of the
national flag raising ceremony,
the school Young Pioneers do
the following work:

Select and train the school’s
flag-raisers, and set up the
school’s national flag class;

Train all the members of the
school to wear a red scarf, the scarf floating on the
chest, the national flag in the heart (fig. 6);

Train the members of the whole school to stand at
attention in a dignified manner, salute the Young Pio-
neers and respect the national flag;

Train all students to sing the national anthem and ex-
perience the sonorous melody that lifts up the spirit of
the Chinese nation.
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The regular work of the Young Pioneers in these
schools has become an effective way to develop sim-
ple feelings and good behavior in accordance with the
national flag. Many primary and secondary schools,
such as Beijing Yucai School, have set up national
flag guards to make the flag-raising ceremony more
standardized and solemn. Many primary schools
have the middle and senior grades carry out the “fight
for the flag-raiser” activities, younger flag-raisers are
role models for honoring the national flag.

The activities of the educational experience series
“Scarf Floating on Chest, Red Flags in the Heart”
focuses on national flag education and flag-raising
ceremonies. It is not only the implementation of the
National Flag Law, patriotic education law, and other
regulations, but also a vivid method for the Young
Pioneers to organize education and enhance their
pride (fig. 7).

I am eager to work with many groups of Young Pio-
neers to participate in more international and academ-
ic exchanges and interactions, and promote China’s
Young Pioneers national flag education cause to
achieve greater achievements.

Figure 7. Young Pioneers salute the national flag.
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