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The Development of National
Flag Education in China

ZHAO Xinfeng

Abstract

After the founding of People’s Republic of China,
there was no dedicated department or institution re-
sponsible for flag education. Routine flag lectures
began with the Tiananmen Flag Guard, with Tianan-
men Square being the earliest national flag education
base. In September, 2001, the Beijing Xinfeng Flag
Culture Communication Center was established, pio-
neering professional national flag education and flag-
raising training.

From the Tiananmen Flag Guard class lectures in
1983 to the establishment of the Tiananmen Flag
Guard in 1991, national flag education and flag-
raising training in China have developed over more
than 40 years, evolving from part-time soldier duties
to professional and institutional practices. This evo-
lution included implementing national and ministerial
regulations in grassroots schools, organizing exhibi-
tions by various governmental and non-governmental
entities, and promoting school flag-raising exchanges
and exhibitions. The development process went
through several historical stages, from inception and
development to standardization, popularization, inter-
nationalization, and academicization.

Due to space limitations, this article only presents the
chronological development of flag education projects
and activities through the author’s personal experi-
ences of leading them and through representative
cases, considering regional diversity for reference
in routine teaching and research by workers in flag
education.
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National flag education and flag-raising training in
China have developed over more than 40 years,
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evolution included implement-
ing national and ministerial
regulations  in  grassroots
schools, organizing exhibitions
by various governmental and
non-governmental entities, and
promoting school flag-raising
exchanges and exhibitions.
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Figure 1. Zhao Xinfeng teaches national flag
knowledge at Tiananmen Square in 1990.

What follows is a chronological
presentation of flag education
projects and activities in China
through my personal experi-
ence, presenting representative
examples (fig. 1).

I. Tiananmen Flag Guard—Publicity About the
National Flag

The earliest recorded lecture by the Tiananmen Flag
Guard class I could find was on April 11, 1983, at-
tended by over 100 Young Pioneers from Huangwei
Road Primary School in Tianjin. The earliest news-
paper report on the Tiananmen Flag Guard class’s
national flag education was in the Beijing Railway
Workers newspaper on November 29, 1983, describ-
ing high school students from Beijing No. 5 Railway
Middle School attending the flag-raising ceremony at
Tiananmen Square on National Day and listening to
demonstrations about the national flag from the flag
guard soldiers.

When I joined the Tiananmen National Flag Squad in
1989, the squad leader asked the new soldiers to re-
cite the “National Flag Speech”, which was passed
down from generation to generation in the national
flag squad. On September 1, 1989, at the opening
ceremony of the new semester, I was assigned to lec-
ture on the national flag at Fendou Primary School in
Xicheng District, marking the beginning of a glorious
flag lecture journey. Flag squad soldiers often re-
ceived invitations to lecture on the national flag at
schools, agencies, and enterprises. After the flag-
raising ceremony, they would use loudspeakers to
lecture about the flag to students and units visiting
Tiananmen Square.
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On May 1, 1991, after the reform of the flag-raising
ceremony at Tiananmen Square and the establishment
of the national flag guard, national flag promotion
saw explosive growth. In order to avoid attract on-
lookers in Tiananmen Square, the superiors cancelled
the practice of talking about the national flag at the
national flag post itself. The squad arranged to return
to the station to talk about the national flag to the vis-
iting units and schools every day after the flag-raising
ceremony, and there were several or even dozens of
lectures daily.

The first time that the Tiananmen National Flag
Guards went out of Beijing to conduct national flag
propaganda activities was in 1991. In September
1991, Xiningdao Primary School in Heping District,
Tianjin, built a flagpole and flag-raising platform imi-
tating the Tiananmen National Flag Base on campus,
and formed a school national flag guard. With the
approval of the Beijing Armed Police Corps, I was
ordered to lead two soldiers to guide the flag-raising
and carry out national flag education activities at the
school.

In November 1993, with the support of the armed
police force, Xiningdao Primary School carried out
the “Continue the National Flag Genealogy, Praise
the Meritorious Deeds, and Develop Patriotic Aspira-
tions” promotional activity at the China Grand Thea-
ter in Tianjin.

In order to publicize the advanced deeds of the
Tiananmen National Flag Guards and promote the
spirit of patriotism, in November 1997, the Central
Propaganda Department, the General Political Depart-
ment, the Beijing Municipal Committee, and the
Armed Police Headquarters organized a “Tiananmen
National Flag Guard Advanced Deeds Report Meet-
ing” at the Great Hall of the People, and highly
praised the Tiananmen National Flag Guards from the
national and military levels.

With the deepening of military reforms, restrictions
on soldiers going out to schools for flag lectures and
related social activities increased. During this period,
the military trained several flag lecturers. After their
demobilization, some of these trained individuals
continued to engage in flag lectures to varying extents
in their localities.
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II. Relevant Requirements at the National Level

The National Flag Law of the People’s Republic of
China was implemented on October 1, 1990, requir-
ing that “Full time secondary and primary schools
shall hold a flag-raising ceremony once a week, ex-
cept during holidays.”

Notices on the Flag-Raising System from the State
Education Commission also gave guidance.

On August 24, 1990, the Office of State Education
Commission issued a notice titled “Notice on the Im-
plementation of the National Flag Law of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China”, which strictly enforces the
flag-raising and lowering system in primary and sec-
ondary schools.

On October 17, 1991, the Office of the State Educa-
tion Commission issued a notice from Deputy Direc-
tor and Party Member Zou Shiyan of the State Educa-
tion Commission, titled “Opinions on the Serious and
Earnest Implementation of Flag-Raising Activities in
Primary and Secondary Schools”:

“It is hoped that local education administrative
departments and schools will take effective measures
as soon as possible to correct the various lax phenom-
ena in the implementation of the flag-raising and low-
ering system. It is required that local education ad-
ministrative departments should select some schools
that have persisted in doing well to seriously summa-
rize their experience, train principals, and promote
advanced experience through certain means to
improve the educational level of the flag-raising and
lowering activities.”

On December 17, 1991, the Office of the State Edu-
cation Commission issued another notice titled
“Notice on the Strict Implementation of the Flag-
Raising System in Normal (Teacher’s) Schools”, em-
phasizing the need for teachers’ schools to strengthen
the study and publicity of the National Flag Law and
strictly implement the flag-raising system.

The newly revised National Flag Law, which went
into effect on January 1, 2021, said: “Primary and
secondary schools should educate students about the
history and spirit of the national flag, the norms of
flag-raising and usage, and the etiquette of the flag-
raising ceremony.”
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Figure 2. The “National Flag in My Heart”
National Flag Knowledge Tour Exhibition.

III. Departments Such as the
Party, the Government, the

| Military, and People’s Organ-
Lo % izations Organize Exhibitions
" and Tours of Promoting
National Flag Education

B RO —mgnaRr A94 4

From June 1997 to December
1999, the “National Flag in My
Heart” National Flag
Knowledge Touring Exhibition
was organized jointly by the
Publicity Department of the
Central Committee, the Political
Department of the Peoples’ Armed Police, the Basic
Education Department of the State Education Com-
mission, the Legal Publicity Department of the Minis-
try of Justice, the Museum Department of the State
Administration of Cultural Heritage, and the Publicity
Department of the Communist Youth League Central
Committee (fig. 2).

The exhibition toured for more than two years, with
two groups traveling in parallel, and held exhibitions
in more than ten provinces and cities, including He-
bei, Henan, Hubei, Shanghai, Zhejiang, Fujian,
Guangdong, Jiangsu, and Shaanxi. Wherever the ex-
hibition tour went, the main leaders of the provinces
and cities attended the opening ceremony of the exhi-
bition, and various provinces and cities organized
government agencies, troops, and schools to visit and
learn.

During the exhibition tour, I served as the leader of
the second exhibition tour group. I was responsible
for the national flag knowledge tour, went to govern-
ment agencies and schools to explain the national flag
knowledge, and participated in the flag-raising cultur-
al activities organized by the local government.
While exhibiting and giving lectures, I gained a deep
understanding of the national flag education situation
in various parts of the country and the needs of gov-
ernment agencies and schools for daily national flag
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education, which led to the founding of the Xinfeng
Flag Center two years later.

IV. The Emergence of Professionalized National
Flag Education Efforts

On September 13, 2001, with support from relevant
units and veteran comrades, the Beijing Xinfeng Flag
Culture Communication Center was established, pio-
neering the dissemination of national flag culture and
the national flag education effort in China.

In 2004, the China National Flag Website was found-
ed, marking the beginning of a professional, institu-
tionalized, and networked era of flag-raising educa-
tion.

(1) “Flag in Our Hearts”—National Flag Law and
National Flag Knowledge Tour

Host: Office of the China Care for the Next Genera-
tion Working Committee, National Standardization
Management Committee. Organizer: Beijing “Caring
for the Education for the Youth” Association and the
Beijing Xinfeng Flag Cultural Communication Cen-
ter. Launched on December 19, 2001, the first lecture
report was held at the Shijingshan District Govern-
ment in Beijing.

On April 8, 2005, the organizing committee for the
“Flag in Our Hearts”—National Flag Law and
National Flag Knowledge Tour was set up in Beijing.

The organizing committee included Peng Guanghan,
secretary of the national flag, national anthem, and
national emblem selection group of the new CPPCC
in 1949 and former deputy director of the Overseas
Chinese Affairs Office of the State Council, Wang
Daheng, winner of the “Two Bombs and One Satel-
lite” gold medal, one of the initiators of the National
“863” Plan and the main drafter of the national stand-
ard for the national flag and its color; Zhang Wenqi,
former commander of the Beijing Corps of the Armed
Police; Wei Xiangru, president of the Beijing Associ-
ation for Caring for Youth Education; Sun Xiuru,
researcher at the Institute of Psychology of the Chi-
nese Academy of Sciences, one of the drafters of the
national standard for the national flag and its color,
and the main drafter of the national standard for the
flag hoisting device; Li Yukun, proposer of the
“National Flag Law of the People’s Republic of
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(2) National youth flag-raising training camps and
related training exhibitions
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In the summer of 2001, under
NMESE the guidance of the Guangdong
Provincial Department of Edu-

00142148 » I REEE cation and relevant departments
of the Provincial Youth League
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TR EZHRE 15T Committee, the Shaoguan Mu-

TS RO “E 3. 2001 F S BEER AL GMERIIE SE - nicipal Education Bureau inno-
vatively organized the “Shao-

EHASMMEEESE” Figure 3. 2001 Shaoguan Red Scarf national flag guan Red Scarf National Flag
class summer camp. ' ..

SESD (E) - XEREE—A Class Summer Camp” activity

. i o (fig. 3). This was the first red
EHE E AN E SE » IIRIEESE scarf summer camp with a national flag class theme
SEE A ETEERENES T EEE in the country. In order to ensure the quality of sum-
o S . mer camp training, the Provincial Department of Edu-
ESELHE - cation invited me to Shao-guan to

serve as the chief instructor of the
national flag class summer camp.

2. National youth flag-raiser
training camp
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v o« . N As an extension of the “National
TN “EBAEERIE N Flag Law / National Flag Know-

?ﬁ;;%ijjn E@[:?DH@IE E , é:;\ 4. 20034FAE ST Ol 2 EE D AEFHET I ledge Tour in China.”, the Nat1on-
al Youth Flag-Raiser Training

FH/OFEFAEFIIZE 72003 HE Camp was founded in Beijing in
ngﬂ yaslmSelpas (E4) - Figure 4. 2003 national youth flag-raiser September 2003 (fig. 4).

training camp in Beijing.
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Over the past 21 years, with the strong support of all
sectors of society and schools across the country, the
flag-raiser training camp has taken advantage of its
professional and authoritative advantages during sum-
mer vacations, winter vacations, and the National Day
holiday, and held 43 activities in Beijing, Shanghai,
Guangzhou, Sanya, and other places. More than
8,000 registered youth flag-raisers have been trained
for schools across the country.

Since its establishment, the flag-raiser training camp
has received strong support from relevant veteran
comrades, well-known experts, and revolutionary
descendants. In the 34th Youth Flag-Raiser Training
Camp in 2019, General Liu Jian wrote on the camp
flag: “Long live the glorious flag-raiser!”

Vice President of the Chinese Law Society and
former Vice President of the Supreme People’s Court,
Justice Jiang Bixin, presented awards to the flag-
raisers of the 41st training camp and sent a message
to the young flag-raisers: “Be a good flag-raiser and
contribute to Greater China!” The Vice President of
the Chinese Yan’an Spirit Research Association and
former Deputy Secretary of the Jilin Provincial Com-
mittee of the Communist Party of China, Lin Yanzhi,
was invited to attend the review of the 42nd training
camp. In his speech, he emphasized: “We must
strongly support the vigorous development of the ed-
ucation and training of flag-raisers.” Yang Dong-
quan, former Director of the State Archives Admin-
istration and former Director of the Archives of Chi-
na, encouraged the flag-raisers of the training camp:
“I hope that you can be like the national flag in the
future, flying upward every day, flying in the wind,
and being admired by thousands of people!”

3. Shanghai Jinshan District youth flag-raiser
winter camp

January 11-13, 2014, the
Jinshan District Education Bu-
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Figure 5. January 2014, Shanghai Jinshan
District youth flag-raiser winter camp.

reau of Shanghai took the lead
in the country to carry out a
district-level winter camp for
flag-raisers for children (fig. 5).
The event was hosted by Zhu-
jing Primary School and the
Xinfeng Flag Center. The first
phase of the event was a pilot
program. The Jinshan District
Education Bureau organized
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Figure 6. Youth national flag cultural
activity held by the Beijing Women’s Federation.

112 flag-raising teams from 7 representative schools
in the district to participate. In the summer of 2015,
Deputy Director Huang Ping of the Education Bureau
led a team to organize principals and flag-raisers of
relevant schools to participate in the National Youth
Flag-Raiser Training Camp in Beijing. At the end of
June 2023, the Jinshan District Education Bureau and
the District Youth Work Committee hosted a flag-
raiser training activity. This was the first national
youth flag-raiser training activity after the pandemic.
400 young pioneers in grades 3—7 from 20 primary
and secondary schools in Jinshan District received
professional flag-raising training and national flag
education from Xinfeng Flag Center instructors.

4. The youth national flag cultural activities held
by the Beijing Women’s Federation

Guided by the Beijing Women’s Federation, hosted
by the Beijing Women and Children’s Social Service
Center, undertaken by the Xinfeng Flag Center, and
co-organized by the women and children’s centers in
various districts of Beijing, the Beijing Youth Nation-
al Flag Culture Communication
Activity with the theme of
“Promoting National Flag Cul-
ture and Inheriting Traditional
Virtues” began in Beijing in
July 2015. The activity is
aimed at the children of the
“March 8 Red Flag Bearers”
and the “Most Beautiful Fami-
lies” and other eligible young
people in the city (fig. 6). They
are recommended by each dis-
trict’s women and children’s
centers, and 120 young people
participate each time. Since
2016, the women and children’s
centers in Haidian, Chaoyang, Huairou, Pinggu and
other districts have hosted the activities for families in
their respective jurisdictions, and the Xinfeng Flag
Center has undertaken to expand the coverage of na-
tional flag cultural activities in various districts.
Since then, the women and children’s centers in
Haidian, Huairou, and Shijingshan districts have also
given national flag culture courses in colleges, prima-
ry, and secondary schools, and communities in their
respective districts, forming a new model for the
women’s federation to learn national flag culture
together with schools, communities, and families.
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Figure 7. “Growing Up Under the national
Flag” youth flag-raising education events in

Shanghai.
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Figure 8. First National Primary and Secondary
School Flag-Raising Exchange Event.

The Huairou District Women’s Federation took the
lead in the country to achieve three full coverages of
national flag culture. First, national flag culture
covers urban and rural schools in 16 streets and
towns; second, national flag regulations cover 16
streets and towns women’s federation organizations;
third, national flag lectures cover the armed police
forces stationed in the district.

5. “Growing up under the National Flag” youth
flag-raising education events in Shanghai

Sponsored by the Shanghai
Youth League Committee and
organized by the Xinfeng Flag
Center, the “Growing Under the
National Flag” Shanghai Youth
Flag-Raiser Winter Camp was
held at the Shanghai Youth Ac-
tivity Center at the end of Janu-
ary 2017 (fig. 7). 300 young
flag-raisers from 16 districts in
Shanghai received systematic
and professional national flag
education and flag-raising eti-
quette training in three groups.

6. First national primary and secondary school
flag-raising exchange event

To celebrate the 70th anniversary of the founding
of the People’s Republic of China, the first “Raise the
National Flag Together, Sing the National Anthem
Together” national primary and secondary school flag
-raiser exchange and display and the first national top
ten young flag-raisers selection event were success-
fully held at the Youth Practice Activity Center in
Jinshan District, Shanghai, from
July 27 to August 1, 2019 (fig.
8). Flag-raisers and teachers
from five provinces and cities,
including Beijing, Shanghai,
Guangdong, Jiangsu, and Hai-
nan, participated in the event.

The national event lasted for
two months, with four events
held in Nanjing, Beijing, and
Shanghai, with more than 800
young flag-raisers and teachers
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participating. On July 12, the four departments of
Lishui District, Nanjing, including the Political and
Legal Committee, the Judicial Bureau, the Legal Pub-
licity Office, and the Education Bureau, organized the
“First National Primary and Secondary School Na-
tional Flag Class Exchange and Display Nanjing
Lishui District Training and Selection Event”. From
July 14 to 19, the second exchange and display event
was held in Beijing, and the fourth event was held in
Beijing in early August.

7. Wuhan’s Jianghan District introduces the
standard for flag-raising ceremonies in school for
the first time

October 1, 2020, is the 30th anniversary of the imple-
mentation of the National Flag Law and the first
National Day of Wuhan’s first victory over the
epidemic. Sponsored by the Publicity Department of
the Jianghan District Committee
of the Communist Party of Chi-
na and the Jianghan District
Education Bureau and hosted
by the Xinfeng Flag Center, the
“First Training and Exhibition
of Flag-Raisers in Primary and
Secondary Schools in Jianghan
District” was held in Jianghan
District (fig. 9). The event last-
ed for four days. I led the in-
structors of the flag-raising

ARVEEERRAE - TN E
EflE T EEE MR RN

Figure 9. Wuhan’s Jianghan District
introduces the standard for flag-raising
ceremonies in schools for the first time.

training for the Military Games
to provide professional flag-

ST -

raising ceremony training for
186 key flag-raising staff se-
lected from 31 primary and secondary schools in the
district. At the same time, combined with the nation-
al school flag-raising exchange and display evaluation
standards, the first district-level flag-raising ceremony
standard for primary and secondary schools in the
country was formulated for the Jianghan District Edu-
cation Bureau.
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. In April 2002, Xianlie Zhonglu
Primary School in Guangzhou took the lead in
establishing a school national flag guard.
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. In July 2003, Huizhou Experi-
mental Primary School in Guangdong initiated
flag-raising education and trained a national

(3) Examples of national flag education in primary
and secondary schools

In April 2002, Guangzhou
Xianlie Middle Road Primary
School invited me to bring in-
structors to the school to form
and train a 40-member school
flag guard team in a half-day
session every afternoon from
Monday to Friday (fig. 10).
This is the first standardize pri-
mary school flag guard team in
Guangzhou.

Sponsored by the Tongzhou
District Youth Education Asso-
ciation and Tongzhou District
Xinhua Street, on March 3,
2003, the “Learn from Lei
Feng, Win Glory for the Na-
tional Flag” national flag
knowledge report and flag-
raising display activities were
carried out at Tongzhou Dis-
trict No. 3 Middle School (fig.
11).

In July 2003, the Xinhua Street
Office of Tongzhou District,
Beijing, trained and formed the
city’s first community student
flag-raising team. The commu-
nity student flag-raising team
had a total of 14 people, com-
posed of representatives of pri-
mary and secondary school
students in the jurisdiction, and

is responsible for the flag-raising ceremony of com-
munity activities.

In July 2003, Huizhou Experimental Primary School
in Guangdong Province carried out flag-raising edu-
cation and trained flag classes, setting a precedent for
flag-raising education in Huizhou schools.

In March 2004, Jinglong Primary School in Futian
District, Shenzhen City, formed a school flag guard
team, creating a precedent for flag-raising education
in Shenzhen schools.
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At the end of April 2004, Benxi Experimental Prima-
ry School in Liaoning Province trained and estab-
lished the first standardized primary school national
flag guard team in the three northeastern provinces.
In October 2008, Sanya No. 7 Primary School, co-
organized by Benxi Experimental Primary School,
took the lead in training and establishing the first pri-
mary school national flag guard team in Hainan Prov-
ince.

In the summer of 2004, Yiyuan Primary School in
Huangpu District, Guangzhou, took the lead in select-
ing the school flag class to go to Beijing to participate
in the National Youth Flag-Raiser Training Camp,
which kicked off the creation of the Huangpu District
Primary School Flag Guard.

In February 2005, the National Flag Guard of Chifeng
Experimental School in Inner Mongolia was estab-
lished, which was the first standardized primary
school flag guard in ethnic minority areas.

On May 1, 2005, I went to the Shengqi Hope Primary
School in Laiyuan County, Hebei Province, the birth-
place of the “Hope Project”, and trained a 10-member
flag-raising team for Shengqi Hope Primary School to
educate students about the national flag.

In September 2007, I invited Principal Zhang Shengli,
the first person rescued by the “Hope Project”, to take
the first batch of student representatives of the flag-
raising Hope Primary School to participate in the Na-
tional Day special program “I Love Beijing Tianan-
men” on Hunan Satellite TV to tell the flag-raising
story of the Hope Primary School.

In June 2009, I took the instructors to Nanning No. 2
Middle School in Guangxi to train the first national
flag guard for the newly completed Fengling Campus.
This is a standardized middle school flag guard in
ethnic minority areas.

Jingzhong Street Primary School in Dongcheng Dis-
trict, Beijing, was rebuilt on the original site of
Jingzhong Temple. In the new school year of 2009,
the school took the lead in Beijing to achieve the
leading technology of flag-raising, which automati-
cally plays the national anthem when the national flag
is raised and the school song when the school flag is
raised. In order to deepen the flag-raising education
and the construction of the school flag culture, with
the support of the Dongcheng District Education
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Figure 12. In 2019, Beijing Yucai School
established a national flag guard and compiled
a school textbook about flag education.

Committee, after more than four years of planning,
design and construction, on June 6, 2013, the first
national flag propaganda base in Beijing was com-
pleted at Jingzhong Street Primary School.

In June 2018, Qionghai No. 1 Primary School invited
the Xinfeng Flag Center flag-raising instructor to
select and train 62 flag-raisers in the fourth grade for
the school, and form the second flag-raising team in
Hainan Province and the first flag-raising team in
Qionghai City. After more than five years of high-
quality development, flag-raising education has be-
come an important carrier of ideological guidance,
patriotism education, and behavioral norms education
in the school.

In 2019, Beijing Yucai School established a national
flag guard for the elementary, middle, and high
school divisions, and compiled a school textbook
about national flag education (fig. 12).

Beijing Yucai School was
founded in Yan’an in 1937. It
is the first basic education
school founded by the Com-
munist Party of China. The first
principal was Xu Teli, a famous
educator in China and the
teacher of Comrade Mao
Zedong. Entering the new era,
the school party committee de-
cided to carry out the flag-
raising ceremony and the na-
tional flag culture education
improvement project by inviting
me early on to lecture on the
national flag. The professional instructors of Xinfeng
Flag Center entered the school, selected and trained
three national flag guards for high school, junior high
school, and elementary school for the school, and
served as the flag-raising and -lowering tasks of the
three campuses at the same time. In terms of national
flag culture, Xinfeng Flag Center built a theme exhi-
bition of “National Flag Culture Education™ for the
school, and carried out national flag culture education
for students on a daily basis. For national flag educa-
tion, I wrote the school-based textbook National Flag
Culture Education for Beijing Yucai School, combin-
ing it with the campus culture of the school, to serve
as a common textbook for all teachers and students in
the school to carry out national flag culture education.
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(4) Examples of national flag education in
universities

1. Tsinghua University flag class

On October 1, 1994, National Day, the Tsinghua Uni-
versity Flag Guard held its first flag-raising ceremony
to celebrate the 45th anniversary of the founding of
the People’s Republic of China. Chen Xi, then depu-
ty secretary of the Party Committee of the University,
delivered a speech under the national flag, encourag-
ing the team members to build a good flag guard and
protect the flag-raising and -lowering.

In September 2002, I was invit-
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ed to conduct standardized flag-
raising ceremony training for
the flag guard of Tsinghua Uni-
versity (fig. 13). On September
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Figure 13. The People’s Daily reported in
2002 on Zhao Xinfeng’s training of the
Tsinghua University National Flag Guard.

17, the second page of the Peo-
ple’s Daily reported on the
event. That year, Xinhua News
Agency and CCTV also report-
ed on the event. This was an
early case of major media in
China reporting on the flag
guard of a university.

In May 2007, the “Beijing Uni-
versity National Flag Guard
Review” was held at Tsinghua
University, sponsored by the
Beijing Municipal Education
Commission and hosted by
Tsinghua University and Xin-
feng Flag Center. As of 2019,
the flag-raising review activities
have been held ten times at
Tsinghua University, Beijing University of Chemical
Technology, Beijing University of Technology, and
other places, promoting the level of national flag edu-
cation and flag-raising ceremony in Beijing universi-
ties.

In April 2009, the first standardized teaching film
on flag-raising ceremony in China, written and di-
rected by me, premiered at Tsinghua University. On
the morning of September 25, the first release and
donation ceremony of the standardized teaching film
on the flag-raising ceremony “Raising the National
Flag” was held in front of the main building of Tsing-
hua University.
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Figure 14. On the first day of the Lunar New

Year in 2011, the Southwest Jiaotong University
National Flag Guard raised the flag in the new

2. Southwest Jiaotong University national flag
class

The Southwest Jiaotong University National Flag
Class is one of the earliest national flag classes estab-
lished in universities in the southwest. It was founded
in October 2005. The members of the national flag
class are national defense students and are affiliated
with the school’s Youth League
Committee. On the first day of
the Chinese New Year in 2011,
a grand flag-raising ceremony
for the Spring Festival was held
in the new county of Beichuan
(fig. 14). The National Flag
Class of Jiaotong University
was responsible for the flag-
raising. At the ceremony at the
Cultural Square of the Earth-
quake Memorial Park in the
new county of Beichuan, the
first national flag of the new
year was raised for the new
Beichuan. In order to thank the
National Flag Class of Jiaotong
University for its contribution,
the Beichuan County Party
Committee and County Government presented the
national flag raised by the National Flag Class of
Jiaotong University at the flag-raising ceremony of
the new county during the Spring Festival and the two
national flags raised on the National Day of Beichuan
in 2010 to the National Flag Class of Southwest Jiao-
tong University.

* ARSI

On August 23, 2011, the flag squad of Southwest
Jiaotong University went to Beijing for summer prac-
tice. Squad leader Liu Shenqgiang and others gave the
national flag presented to them in Beichuan County to
me, so that this flag can play a greater educational
role in Beijing. On October 24, on the occasion of
the 115th anniversary of Southwest Jiaotong Univer-
sity, I was a guest at the 17th Youth Forum of Jiao-
tong University and gave a national flag lecture to
teachers and students. The flag squad of Jiaotong
University has a broad structure and shared resources.
According to their introduction, on the morning of
October 25, 1 gave a national flag lecture to the na-
tional flag guards of many universities in the High-
tech West Zone in Xihua Lecture Hall. After the lec-
ture, I held discussions with the captains of the
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national flag guards of various schools and provided
guidance on their knowledge of national flags, train-
ing, and creation of national flag guards.

From 2014 to 2023, the flag class of Southwest Jiao-
tong University participated in the exchange, display,
and evaluation activities of flag-raisers in universities
across the country and achieved excellent results. In
2016, Liu Fengrui, a flag-raiser of Jiaotong Universi-
ty, attended the Second National Flag Culture Forum
and made a speech on behalf of flag-raisers in univer-
sities. Zhang Chen, He Xi, and Ma Mingyu were
respectively awarded the honorary titles of the top ten
flag-raisers of universities in the year. In May 2023,
the flag class of the school became the first cohort of
Yan’an spirit study groups in the country. At the
Seventh National Flag Culture Forum, Li Qilin, the
instructor of the flag class made a speech on behalf of
that first cohort.

(5) Examples of flag education in kindergartens

On April 29, 2002, standardized flag-raising ceremo-
ny training for kindergartens in Beijing began. I was
invited to provide a demonstration and guidance on
the flag-raising ceremony at Beijing Yuying Kinder-
garten. Based on the characteristics of kindergartens,
a training approach was developed under the concept
of “training the teachers to influence the children”.

In March 2005, Beijing No. 2 Kindergarten trained
the city’s first kindergarten teacher flag-raising team.

On April 29, 2006, the Dong-
cheng District Education Com-
mittee held the “National Flag
in My Heart” Dongcheng Dis-
trict Kindergarten National Flag
Education Base Launch Cere-
mony at Beijing No. 2 Kinder-
garten. More than 200 kinder-
garten principals and teachers
from the district participated in
the event (fig. 15).
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Figure 15. The 2006 “National Flag in My
Heart” Dongcheng District Kindergarten
National Flag Education Base Launch

Ceremony at Beijing No. 2 Kindergarten.
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Figure 16. In April 2007, the Beijing Munici-
pal Education Commission held a flag-raising
teacher training course at Tsinghua University.

V. Examples of Training in Flag Education for
Teachers

In order to standardize the flag-raising ceremony in
universities, colleges, and primary and secondary
schools across the country and improve the level of
national flag education in schools, since 2006 the
Dongcheng Education Committee of Beijing has
organized kindergarten principals and teachers to con-
duct national flag knowledge and flag-raising
etiquette training. Since then, Beijing, Chongqing,
Shandong, Shanghai, Guangdong, Hainan, Guangxi,
Yunnan, Fujian, Jiangxi, Jiangsu, Sichuan, and other
provinces and municipalities have organized various
flag-raising education teacher training courses by
local governments, propaganda departments, political
and legal committees, education committees, educa-
tion bureaus, and young people’s work committees,
which have achieved very good training results.

(1) Comprehensive training for teachers’ flag edu-
cation in Beijing

On March 6, 2006, the Beijing Dongcheng Education

Commission organized the first training session for

teachers and cadres on national flag knowledge and
flag-raising etiquette at the Bei-
jing No. 1 Kindergarten.

On April 14, 2007, the Beijing
Municipal Education Commis-
sion and the Beijing University
National Defense Education
Association organized the first
training session for teachers on
flag-raising ceremony standards
at Tsinghua University (fig.
16). More than 100 people, in-
cluding teachers responsible for
flag-raising, flag squad leaders,
and military training base in-
structors from various universi-
ties, participated in the training
session. Since then, in conjunc-
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Figure 17. Special training in 2019 on “The
Standards of Flag-Raising Ceremony in Primary
and Secondary Schools in the Capital in the

New Era”.

tion with the review of the flag guard of honor of Bei-
jing universities, by 2019, the Beijing Municipal Edu-
cation Commission had organized nine training ses-
sions for flag-raising teachers at universities at Tsing-
hua University, Beijing Forestry University, Beijing
University of Aeronautics and Astronautics, and Bei-
jing University of Technology. In the past 12 years,
more than 1,000 cadres, guard captains, and military
training base instructors from the armed forces and
the Youth League Committee of universities have
participated in the training. They all became the
counselors and management leaders of the national
flag guard teams of their universities. The instructors
of the military training bases also took on the flag-
raising training work of the military training schools
at the bases.

On March 15, 2017, the Chaoyang District Education
Committee of Beijing organized a training meeting
for moral education cadres. More than 200 moral
education principals and directors of primary and sec-
ondary schools in the district attended the training.
I was invited to give a special lecture on “School Na-
tional Flag Culture Construction”.

In 2019, the Beijing Municipal Party Committee Edu-
cation Committee and the Municipal Education Com-
mittee issued the “Beijing Education System Cele-
brating the 70th Anniversary of the Founding of New
China ‘My Motherland and Me’ Patriotic Education
Activity Plan”. In order to implement the require-
ments of the plan, on March 20, the Basic Education
Department of the Municipal Education Commission
invited me to give a special training on “The Stand-
ards of Flag-Raising Ceremony in Primary and Sec-
ondary Schools in the Capital in the New Era”.
About 350 people from the mor-
al education work of the Educa-
tion Committees of various dis-
tricts in Beijing and representa-
tives of moral education cadres
in primary and secondary
schools participated in the event
(fig. 17). After the municipal
training, the Fangshan District
Education Committee’s Sec-
ondary Education Department,
Primary Education Department,
Youth League Committee, and
Youth Committee invited me to
Fangshan District on April 3,
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2019 to give a special training on “Standards for
Flag-Raising Ceremonies in Primary and Secondary
Schools in the Capital in the New Era” to 150 princi-
pals, directors, and team leaders of primary and sec-
ondary schools in the district.

(2) Training key teachers in national flag-raising
in colleges and universities

1. Initiated by Jincheng College of Sichuan Universi-
ty, nearly 1,000 teachers and students from 28 flag
guards of Sichuan University and Southwest Jiaotong
University were invited to hold a grand exchange
activity at Jincheng College of Sichuan University on
May 20, 2017. That afternoon, in the auditorium of
Jincheng College of Sichuan University, I gave a spe-
cial training on the standardized flag-raising ceremo-
ny for the teachers and students.

2. Initiated by Zhejiang Economic Vocational and
Technical College, the second exchange meeting of
flag guards of colleges and universities in Zhejiang
Province was organized. Flag guards from nine col-
leges and universities, including Wenzhou Medical
College and Hangzhou Dianzi University, participat-
ed in the training. The event was held from Novem-
ber 16 to 17, 2012. I gave flag-raising business train-
ing to the leaders and key staff of the flag guards of
the participating colleges and universities.

3. On the morning of April 21, 2013, nearly 300 flag
guards from 12 colleges and universities, including
South-Central University for Nationalities and China
University of Geosciences, gathered at the stadium of
Huazhong Agricultural University to hold a flag-
raising ceremony. In the afternoon, in the lecture hall
on the second floor of the library of Huazhong Agri-
cultural University, I gave a special training lecture
for the teachers and students who participated in the
demonstration.

4. The training course for flag guard key members of
ordinary colleges and universities in Hebei Province,
sponsored by the Hebei Provincial Department of
Education and the Hebei Provincial Military Region
Command, was held in Shijiazhuang, Hebei Zheng-
ding Teachers College on November 9, 2015 (fig.
18). More than 240 people, including instructors,
captains and flag bearers of the flag guards of 78 ordi-
nary colleges and universities in Hebei Province, par-
ticipated in the training course. The Hebei Provincial
Department of Education invited me to formulate a
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Figure 18. Flag-raising training organized by

Hebei Provincial Education Department and
Provincial Military District.

teaching outline and conduct
special training on national flag
theory and flag-raising practice
based on the exchange and dis-
play evaluation standards of
flag-raisers in colleges and uni-
versities across the country.

5. The “Gansu University Flag

Culture Exchange Forum” se-
ries of activities, initiated and
hosted by the Communist
Youth League of Lanzhou Uni-
versity Committee, was held at
the main campus of Lanzhou
University on April 27, 2019. Responsible teachers
and key staff of the flag guards of 23 universities in-
cluding Gansu University of Chinese Medicine and
Gansu Institute of Political Science and Law, and
teachers and students of five primary and secondary
schools including Guanghe Middle School and Lan-
zhou Foreign Language School, participated in the
series of exchange activities. I conducted special
training on flag-raising techniques for the key flag-
raisers from universities participating in the activities.

(3) Wuxi County Party Committee and County
Government flag-raising teacher training class.

On November 1, 2011, the Wuxi County Party Com-
mittee and County Government of Chongqing City
organized a centralized training on national flag regu-
lations and flag-raising ceremonies for county armed
forces cadres, armed police officers, and primary and
secondary school principals at the county party school
After the teacher training, I gave three national flag
knowledge lectures to county
government officials and vil-
lagers of Lehe Home (fig. 19).

19, MGE B Ze B BUFAE 2R T
P -

Figure 19. Flag-raising training classes held by
the Wuxi County Committee and Government at

the party school.
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(4) Shandong at the forefront of flag-raising
training for principals and counselors

In March and April 2012, the Shandong Provincial
Youth League Committee organized two cohorts
of more than 200 principals and counselors to attend
flag-raising ceremony training in Beijing.

In April 2013, the Shandong
Provincial Young Pioneers
Committee held a province-
wide training course for out-
standing Young Pioneers coun-
selors in Jinan. With the pro-
motion of the Shandong Provin-
cial Young Pioneers Commit-
tee, the education bureaus and
Young Pioneers Committees of
Ningyang, Huimin, Shengli,
Wenshang, Dongying, and
Pingyuan successively orga-
nized flag-raising education
teacher training sessions (fig.

Under the Shandong Provincial
Committee of the Young Pioneers, the Education Bu-
reaus and Committees of the Young Pioneers in Ning-
yang County, Huimin County, Shengli Oilfield,
Wenshang County, Dongying City, Pingyuan County,
and other places organized flag-raising education
teacher training classes in Beijing, Shandong Youth
League School, and local areas, which comprehen-
sively improved the counselors’ flag-raising teaching
level and national flag education ability.

On October 12, 2019, under the guidance of the Shan-
dong Provincial Department of Education and hosted
by the Shandong Provincial School National Defense
Education Association, a training on “Standards for
the Flag-Raising Ceremony of Colleges and Universi-
ties across the Country in the New Era” was conduct-
ed at the Yimeng Lecture Hall of Linyi University for
the armed ministers, school youth league committee
secretaries, responsible teachers, and guard captains
of 40 colleges and universities across the province.

(5) Hainan Province organized flag-raising educa-
tion training courses in many cities and counties

On October 29, 2015, the Lingshui County Commit-
tee of the Communist Youth League, together with
the Lingshui County Education and Science Bureau
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Figure 21. Flag-raising education teacher train-
ing organized by China Youth Daily in Guangxi.

and the Lingshui County Youth Work Committee,
held a national flag culture training course. This
training course was the largest and most systematic in
Lingshui County in recent years. Youth workers
from 22 middle schools and 107 primary schools in
the county participated.

On November 30, 2015, June 6, 2016, and September
26, 2018, the Sanya Municipal Committee of the
Communist Youth League and the Sanya Municipal
Youth Work Committee held flag-raising training
courses for young pioneers counselors. I trained the
leaders of the district committees of the Communist
Youth League and the key young pioneers counselors
of the city on the theory of national flag education
and the practice of flag-raising ceremony.

On June 7, 2016, the Lingao County Committee of
the Communist Youth League, the Lingao County
Education Bureau, and the Lingao County Young
Pioneers Committee organized a campus national flag
culture training class, and Young Pioneers counselors
from the entire county participated in the training.

On June 21, 2018, the Qionghai Municipal Commit-
tee of the Communist Youth League and the Qionghai
Municipal Education Bureau hosted a “National Flag
Education” theme training at Qionghai No. 1 Primary
School. Principals of schools in Qionghai City,
Young Pioneers counselors, and school Youth League
Committee specialists participated in the training.

(6) China Youth Daily organized flag-raising
education teacher training in Guangxi.

From March 21 to 24, 2017, the
Baise Youth League Commit-
tee, the Municipal Education
Bureau, and the Municipal
Youth Work Committee jointly
organized the “China Youth
Daily” into the Baise City 2017
Young  Pioneers  Etiquette
Training Class (fig. 21). More
than 400 Young Pioneers coun-
selors and workers at the four
levels of Baise City, County,
Township, and Village partici-
pated in the training class. After
I gave the students a national
flag education class, I took the
students of Baise No. 5 Middle
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School as an example and organized the students into
a national flag class on the spot, conducting on-site
teaching demonstrations of flag-raising formations,
flag-raising procedures, and ritual movements.

On April 26, China Youth Daily, in conjunction with
the Guigang Youth League Committee and Education
Bureau, invited more than 200 middle school youth
league committee secretaries and Young Pioneers
counselors in Guigang City, Guangxi, to participate in
national flag culture and flag-raising training, promot-
ing flag-raising education in Guangxi.

(7) National flag-raising training for instructors of
military academies

On April 6, 2017, the National
Military  Academies Office
hosted a flag-raising ceremony
standardization and systematic
training for 48 school counse-
lors in the district.

On May 11, 2017, the National
“Military Academies” Stand-
ardized Flag-raising Training
Class was hosted by the China
Young Pioneers Career Devel-
opment Center and others, and
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Figure 22. Flag-raising ceremony practical

training sessions for instructors and counselors
of juvenile military schools.

159 0,
s }
*‘v?’_‘i?{ 5

23. POV FEEREE RS 5L
BRI - AR T -
Figure 23. Flag-raising ceremony practical

training sessions for instructors and counselors
of juvenile military schools, in Beijing.

hosted by the People’s Armed
Forces Department of Chang-
xing County, Huzhou City, and
the Changxing County Educa-
tion Bureau. I provided flag-
raising ceremony practical
training for more than 120 in-
structors and counselors from
military academies across the
country (fig. 22).

On April 17, 2018, the Nation-
al Military Academies Counse-
lors  Flag-raising  Training
Class was held at the Beijing
Inspirational Military Training
Base, hosted by the China
Children’s Development Ser-
vice Center (fig. 23). I provid-
ed special training on flag-
raising teaching for instructors
at military training bases across
the country.
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(8) Guangdong Province's national flag education
teacher training

On April 18, 2017, the Shenzhen Dapeng New Dis-
trict Youth Work Committee hosted the event and the
Wei Guoyong Studio organized the Young Pioneers
battalion, squadron counselors, and school flag-
raisers to conduct training and teaching on the Young
Pioneers flag-raising ceremony and Young Pioneers
etiquette.

Afterward, two counselors’ flag-raising etiquette
training courses were held in Heping County and
Zijin County of Heyuan City. Heyuan is the first
city-level organization and systematization of profes-
sional flag-raising teacher training courses in Guang-
dong. The two training sessions in April received a
good response. In order to meet the needs of other
district and county schools for flag-raising education
and training, the Heyuan Youth League Committee
took the lead in conducting a two-day “Standardized
National Flag-Raising Etiquette” special teacher
training course from November 29 to 30, 2017.

After the promulgation of the newly revised national
flag in 2020, the organizing committee of the Nation-
al Flag Law and National Flag Knowledge China
Tour held a lecture and training activity in Guang-
dong on “Learning the New National Flag Law and
Standardizing the Flag-Raising Ceremony”. On No-
vember 27, the Education Bureau of Huangpu Dis-
trict, Guangzhou City, organized the first event at
Yiyuan Primary School. Afterward, Huangpu Dis-
trict, Tianhe District, Yuexiu District, and Nansha
District organized principals and teachers to partici-
pate in the special training on the National Flag Law.

On December 1, the Qingcheng District Teacher De-
velopment Center of Qingyuan City organized more
than 200 principals, moral education directors, and
general counselors of 30 primary schools directly un-
der Qingcheng District to participate in the special
training on national flag education held at Qingyuan
Continuing Education Primary School.

On December 7, the Education Guidance Center of
Shigiaocheng District, Panyu District, Guangzhou
City, organized the principals, vice principals, moral
education directors, and brigade counselors of 47 pri-
mary and secondary schools in Shigiaocheng District
to participate in the special training on the National
Flag Law.
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(9) Fujian Education College’s national flag educa-
tion course in the provincial training for classroom
teachers

Fujian Education College has pioneered a new ap-
proach by incorporating national flag education
courses into its provincial training programs for key
classroom teachers, creating
what can be called the “Fujian
q Model” of national flag educa-
tion. In 2019 and 2020, the
college organized a total of four
sessions of the Fujian Provin-
cial Rural Teachers’ Quality
Improvement Program, during
which the national flag educa-
tion training was conducted
(fig. 24).

Figure 24. Flag-raising training in the Fujian
Provincial Rural Teachers’ Quality Improvement

(10) Ji’an revolutionary base’s flag-raising
training class for moral education cadres

The “Flag-raising Ceremony Standardization Training
Class for Moral Education Cadres in Primary and
Secondary Schools in Ji’an City” hosted by the Ji’an
Municipal Committee of the Communist Youth
League, the Ji’an Municipal Education and Sports
Bureau, and the Ji’an Municipal Youth Work Com-
mittee, and undertaken by the Ji’an Young Pioneers
Career Development Center, was held in Ji’an City on
May 8, 2019. 162 teachers from junior high schools
and primary schools in 14 districts, counties and cities
in the city participated in the training.

(11) Chengdu Longquanyi District holds ideologi-
cal and political class on national flag regulations

On the occasion of National Constitution Day on De-
cember 4, 2023, the Promotion Department of the
Longquanyi District Committee of Chengdu and the
District Education Bureau organized moral education
cadres from primary and secondary schools in the
district to participate in the national flag law and
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Figure 25. “Salute to the Martyrs” first nation-
wide university flag-raising exchange, 2014.

national flag culture-themed ideological and political
class at Dong’an Lake School. 1 gave a special lec-
ture.

VI. Flag-Raising Ceremonies in Schools
Organized by the Communist Youth League
Central Committee

1. National flag-raiser exchange and display
activities

In 2014, during the first National Martyrs’ Memorial
Day, the Communist Youth League Central Commit-
tee’s School Department and the National Student
Union Secretariat organized the “Salute to the Mar-
tyrs”, the first nationwide uni-
versity flag-raising exchange
event, successfully held in Bei-
jing and implemented by the
Xinfeng Flag Center (fig. 25).

In 2019, the National Flag
Guard of the University of Ma-
cau went to Beijing for the first
time to participate in the sixth
exchange and display event
(fig. 26). By 2023, a total of
seven exchange and display
events will be held. It has also
extended to the National Flag
Culture Forum, the National College Flag-Raisers Art
Performance, and the National Top Ten College Flag-
Raisers Selection Series.
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Figure 26. The sixth National University Flag-Raisers’ Exhibition and Competition was held on November 2, 2019, at the Beijing
Military Parade Village. The University of Macau’s National Flag Guard participated in the exhibition for the first time.
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Figure 27. The second National University
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On October 1, 2015, the second
National ~ University = Flag-
raisers’ Arts Performance was
held at the Tiananmen National
Flag Guard headquarters (fig.
27). Soldiers from the Tianan-
men National Flag Guard par-
ticipated in the performance and
attended the evening event
alongside university flag-raisers
from across the country.
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Figure 28. The fifth National Flag Culture

Forum, 2019.
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In 2019, the Silk Road Planning

Research Center hosted, and in

2023, the China Yan’an Spirit
Research Association guided, a series of exchange
and demonstration events, holding seven sessions.
These events expanded to include the National Flag
Culture Forum, the National University Flag-raisers’
Arts Performance, and the selection of the Top Ten
University Flag-raisers in China.

The fifth National Flag Culture
Forum was held on November 2,
2019, at the National Committee
of the Chinese People’s Political
Consultative Conference Audi-
torium (fig. 28). Gu Xiulian,
Vice Chair of the 10th Standing
Committee of the National Peo-
ple’s Congress and Director of
the China National Working
Committee on Children and
Women, presented awards to
university flag-raisers and deliv-
ered a speech.

2. National Red Scarf National Flag Guard
exchange and exhibition activities

In order to standardize and popularize the flag-raising
ceremony of the Young Pioneers nationwide, from
2014 to 2017 the China Young Pioneers Career De-
velopment Center and the Xinfeng Flag Center hosted
four “I Love the Five-Star Red Flag” National Red
Scarf National Flag Guard Exchange and Exhibition
Activities.

The exchange and exhibition activities of flag-raisers
and red scarf flag-raisers in schools across the country
were carried out at a high level, further standardizing
the flag-raising ceremony of schools across the
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country. The evaluation standards for the flag-raising
ceremony display are used as a reference in the flag-
raising competitions held in colleges and universities
in various provinces and cities, and are promoted and
popularized in the daily flag-raising ceremonies of
schools across the country.

VII. Co-Creating a New Era of Vexillological
Education

2024 marks the 10th anniversary of the National
School Flag-Raising Exchange and Demonstration
Event. Over the past 40 years, especially in the last
decade, a significant academic foundation has been
laid in flag-raising education. Leveraging the histori-
cal opportunity of hosting the 30th International Con-
gress of Vexillology in Beijing, we aim to collaborate
with all sectors of society and educational institutions
to uphold principles, innovate, and strive for excel-
lence, jointly creating a new era of academic flag cul-
ture in China.
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