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Innovation and Development in
National Flag Education

CHEN Huanjiang

Abstract

Located on the picturesque banks of the Wanquan
River, adjacent to Bo’ao, Qionghai No. 1 Primary
School is a key primary school under the direct juris-
diction of Qionghai. Established in the autumn of
1980, the school now boasts three campuses with an
enrollment of over 6,000 students. In June 2018, the
school invited professional instructors from Xinfeng
Flag Center to select and train 62 4th-grade students
to serve as flag-bearers, thereby forming the second
national flag guard team in an elementary school in
Hainan Province and the first in Qionghai. The estab-
lishment ceremony of the national flag class was
organized by the Qionghai City Education Bureau
and the Youth League Committee of Qionghai, invit-
ing leaders from various schools across the city to
observe and take part in flag-raising instructor train-
ing. Despite starting its national flag education rela-
tively late, Qionghai No. 1 Primary School has
demonstrated great potential and innovation. During
the 5th National Flag Culture Forum held at the Na-
tional Committee of the Chinese People’s Political
Consultative Conference Hall in 2019, Principal Xu
Zhijian delivered a keynote speech on flag-raising
education. The school’s pioneering efforts in organ-
izing national flag classes have achieved initial suc-
cess and increasing standardization. The national flag
class has garnered outstanding results in national ex-
changes and demonstrations among primary and sec-
ondary schools’ flag-raisers. By incorporating revo-
lutionary history, such as that of the Red Army Wom-
en’s Battalion, the school conducts revolutionary spir-
it education to strengthen the patriotism of the flag-
raisers. Furthermore, the school’s national flag class
actively participates in government ceremonies and
social activities, solidifying the reputation of the
school’s national flag class.
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Figure 1. 4th-grade student flag-raisers at
Qionghai No. 1 Primary School.
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I come to you from Hainan, the easternmost city in
the Hainan Free Trade Port. As the party secretary of
Qionghai No. 1 Primary School, it is an honor for me
to be here in Beijing at the International Congress of
Vexillology, accompanied by my cherished national
flag class. Since the establishment of our national
flag class, we have remained steadfast and innovative
in conducting national flag education and promoting
national flag culture. Through the joint efforts of two
successive school leaders, we have raised the banner
of primary school national flag education in Qion-
ghai, showcasing the spirit of Qionghai’s young flag
bearers to the world.

1. Inviting Professional Instructors to Create the
National Flag Class, Achieving Practical Results in
Flag Education

In May 2018, our school commenced organizing the
national flag class. We invited professional instruc-
tors from the Xinfeng Flag Culture Communication
Center to deliver specialized flag-raising education
and training. These instructors possess rich experi-
ence in training flag-raisers across all educational
levels. The training content encompassed awareness
of being a flag-bearer, knowledge of national flag
culture, flag-raising ceremony movements, and proce-
dures for flag-raising for-
mations. A dedicated counse-
lor supervised the entire pro-
cess and coordinated support.
The quality and effectiveness of
flag-raising training are para-
mount, and selecting the right
students is crucial. After two
rounds of rigorous screening,
100 students were initially cho-
sen for professional training
from among more than 900 4th-
grade students. From selection
to the celebratory performance,
from having no prior experi-
ence to mastering the flag-raising ceremony for-
mations and etiquette procedures, the progress made
over the course of five days was remarkable (fig. 1).
Inspired by the power of the national flag and through
professional education and training, the students’ in-
ner potential was ignited, enhancing their sense of
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Figure 2. The first primary school national flag
class in Qionghai, 2018.
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Figure 3. National flag class.

honor as flag bearers. Despite the scorching sun, they
did not falter but instead competed to excel, persever-
ing through the challenges.

On June 21, 2018, the second standardized elemen-
tary school national flag class in Hainan Province was
officially established, the first of its kind in Qionghai
City. Amid the proud gaze of over 3,000 teachers,
students, and parents, the na-
tional flag class members
guarded the national flag and
marched solemnly toward the
flagpole, successfully complet-
ing their first flag-raising duty
(fig. 2). Subsequently, the flag-
raisers demonstrated their train-
ing achievements in three
teams, and the attending leaders
presented certificates to repre-
sentatives of the national flag
class. Through specialized
training, the team members
became well-rounded and more
dignified as national flag class
members. The first group of selected students, filled
with joy and awe, was aware of the heightened re-
sponsibility and unwavering commitment that now
rested on their shoulders. Raising the national flag
well was their collective goal, and the red flag be-
came a steadfast and unyielding belief in their hearts.

2. Implementing National Flag Class: Pioneering
Practices Yield Rich Results

After advancing to the 5th grade, qualified national
flag class flag-raisers were integrated into the orga-
nized national flag class for
learning and living together.
Under the guidance of school
leaders and teachers, the team
members learned to manage
themselves, inspired each other,
and progressed as a cohesive
unit (fig. 3). They persisted in
raising and lowering the nation-
al flag every day and held sol-
emn and grand flag-raising
ceremonies every Monday and
during important festivals, me-
morial days, and large-scale

F##T / CHEN Huanjiang 35



% 30 BEMREIRFEARSFEAIRE - PEILE > 2024 £ 8 H

WHhRE T R BIPAETERIR - KB DAL - P
EEHTRE IS ~ SN B A E ORI AR
HEREEER - HE—H - F£E—F - &
HIEREPL AT > EA R A B E DL A
Wb ~ BIREAEAYRIRERES - fEEEHEA
FetSRRE > M AR - o - O
IERES > FRRRSEHHIIER UL » AEHT KU IR
LT HANIDIeBAAPAED B IEE T = 2 53
T AETIEEANRH R FE - WEREEER
W - EHEAIE S - HOGER N E ZE
HESE - TR E L EERITHE - 1B %
AR EFSUEE VR > B - el 5
U EERU DI GTES T EREIECCE > AU
FHBALAL > $E [E] 2 SRSt 2R S S 1o
& RETENDI GG

AIPELERIRER - ST AR
TRE > THEPA AR AR ELE - $eF-PA DAY E
AEER TR > WSR2 RO E 52
JB% - RPN G i o B A AR N ST A
% o FREEALE— mEEIT AR > ]
MR - 2ESIEILH TR EF VFET
HEFIIE < LA ERFEREF > #2
FESAL » ERSIITHEFINEE - FEIT L
EEFIREE ~ 2GEHTHRNUES - F=
S MEEIRE ~ DIRAIEREEHRSE >
B EFII GG E R R - THEEAEER
A et TRINIIREE - —RIRFEARE
BEAETT IRl -

2 ivap s U INETN et N (T
FE2TEE N ACE RGN - FRER
Tl e RIS, - E B0 o A
S IR D JePA AR RLIGHMOWEE  $4H+E

collective events. Through flag-raising ceremonies
and national flag class cultural construction, the team
members’ patriotic enthusiasm was strengthened, and
their leadership abilities and teamwork consciousness
were cultivated. This approach aimed to influence
the entire school by setting an example with the na-
tional flag class’s spirit and appearance. Over time,
the organized national flag class developed into a rou-
tine and institutionalized model for brand building
within our school. In this advanced collective, the
students strove to excel, filled with positive energy,
and cultivated an advanced class culture. Under the
guidance of experts from the XinFeng Flag Center
and the Young Pioneers Brigade, the team members’
knowledge of the national flag grew richer, and their
understanding deepened. The national flag class took
on the responsibility of promoting national flag cul-
ture within the school and conducting patriotic educa-
tion. They spontaneously formed a national flag cul-
ture propaganda team and conducted tours to educate
other classes. Through these lectures and demonstra-
tions, all Young Pioneers in the school gained
knowledge about national flag culture and learned
proper flag-raising etiquette, planting the seeds of
patriotism and the spiritual strength embodied by the
national flag within every Young Pioneer’s heart.

To consolidate the results of education and training,
we further aim to improve our team members’ flag-
raising skills, broaden their international perspectives,
and enhance their cultural literacy regarding the na-
tional flag. To achieve this, we organize new mem-
bers of the national flag class to participate in the Na-
tional Youth Flag-Raiser Training Camp in Beijing
during both winter and summer vacations. Returning
to the training camp provides them with a new bap-
tism. Participating in the flag-raiser training camp in
Beijing offers professional education on national flag
knowledge, systematic training on flag-raising cere-
monies, rich sightseeing and practical courses, as well
as winter training camp skiing experiences. This pro-
vides professional training assurance for the compre-
hensive quality development of our school’s national
flag class and the standardization of flag-raising cere-
monies. As the saying goes, “A single flower does
not make a spring, but together many create a garden
in full bloom”.

Our school fully leverages the advantages of the
famous Young Pioneer counselor Fu Yongfeng’s stu-
dio to promote standardized flag-raising ceremonies

36 I/ NEEZHEAIH 5% / Innovation and Development in National Flag Education



Proceedings of the 30th International Congress of Vexillology, Beijing, China, August 2024

BT & - IMAEIFES 40 - (it 7t/ N
RSET PG EITRE -

019FFAEFEIES I "5 mEE T/ NAFHH
FRORER" -~ 3RS PRICTHHEIL” SEEFK
5o fERE EREEHEVFEHE
Fo AEBITRN S H sy A o EEIEA
GUNFEERIT AP - M e T
TEETAA > By shE R DRARIBAR B
F - TEERREESUE ~ ACEFHENE A
EETIER -

=~ RS SBUF NI 2E - RII5E
—/NEFEDEAY IR

FESA A EIEC BT > B E YL 45 H Al
F3 - HERBUEHRBTHI AN - [EER ~ T
HEAMRIGER > OV A E DA 51 HY
% o A EBsEEst
BAGESS > e S
REFEEEEBESUE (B
4) - B EAEEI G
&> WENBSNEZ
(PEg) EPITEEIRTI2E T
AT - [EFEDEIA SAE
H &I T DS
23 RikZS "HR
T RERET FEE

4, AN HERBPROUS S P HER -

Figure 4. Students raising the national flag
during a large-scale celebration.

throughout the city. Whenever significant events or
national flag class handover ceremonies take place,
we invite counselors and Young Pioneer workers
from sister schools to observe. The combination of
the famous counselor and the national flag class, led
by teachers and students, promotes the widespread
implementation of standardized flag-raising ceremo-
nies in primary and secondary schools throughout the
city.

In 2019, our school’s national flag class participated
in the “First National Exchange and Demonstration
for Primary and Secondary School Flag-Raisers” and
proudly earned the title of “Model Flag-Raising
Team”. Additionally, Fu Wenqing was honored as
“One of the Top Ten National Young Flag-Raisers”.
The influence of our school’s national flag class con-
tinues to expand. Upon graduating from primary
school and entering middle school, members of the
national flag class are highly regarded by the middle
school’s Youth League Committee as backbone tal-
ents, often taking on roles as captains or flag-raisers
within the middle school’s national flag guard teams.
They play a key role in spreading national flag culture
and standardizing flag-raising ceremonies.

3. Actively Participating in Government Ceremo-
nies and Social Activities and Raising the Flag of
the National Flag Class

In promoting national flag culture, our school’s na-
tional flag class has adopted innovative methods. In
large-scale celebrations organized by the Youth
League Committee of Qionghai, such as Youth Day,
National Day, and New Year’s Day, our national flag
class members are always pre-
sent (fig. 4). Not only do they
successfully complete their du-
ties as flag-raisers, but they also
promote national flag culture to
the wider public. Representa-
tives of each national flag class
are regularly invited to partici-
pate in the flag-raising ceremo-
ny held by the National (South
China Sea) Museum on Nation-
al Day. In addition to daily
training and flag-raising duties,
national flag class members
actively participate in volunteer
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services and extracurricular activities such as
“Environmental Protection”, “Science Populariza-
tion”, and “Sending Warmth”. They showcase the
heroic demeanor of national flag class flag-raisers
outside the school. Qualified team members gain the
opportunity to serve as guides for one week, provid-
ing visitors with information about South China Sea
cultural relics exhibitions, the flourishing culture of
the Silk Road, and retracing the Silk Road.

4. Conducting Educational Practice Activities
Based on Local Conditions

Sansha, known as “the blue territory” on our coun-
try’s map, holds significant strategic importance due
to its establishment and development. People’s Lib-
eration Army soldiers are stationed there long-term,
and the bright red five-star red flag flies high over the
South China Sea, constantly declaring sovereignty
over it. On June 1, 2019, our school’s national flag
class was invited to participate in the Children’s Day
celebration in Sansha and conducted a flag-raising
ceremony on Yongxing Island, the southernmost
point of the country (fig. 5).
The team members interacted
with the Young Pioneers of
Yongxing School, taught them
about the national flag, instruct-
ed them in proper flag-raising
techniques, and demonstrated a
standardized flag-raising cere-
mony procedure. On this land,
the team members learned from

DIBUES > AR—KE s g0108 =) L Tipei sz - the “South China Sea Guardi-

>

ans”, reinforcing their aware-

Figure 5. Children’s Day celebration in ness of South China Sea sover-

eignty. The flag-raising activi-
ty in Sansha was not just a sim-
ple flag-raising ceremony, but a special mission for
the national flag class to receive defense education in
the South China Sea and declare national sovereignty.

Visiting historical revolutionary sites is a mandatory
course for our school’s national flag class. Qionghai
is the birthplace of the revolutionary movement and
the Red Army Women’s Battalion, with abundant
revolutionary resources. Yangjiang Town is known
as “Shaoshan” and “Jinggangshan” of Hainan. After
each national flag class is formed, the school organiz-
es all members to retrace the steps of Yangjiang’s red
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Figure 6. Zhao Xinfeng speaks at the graduation
ceremony of a flag-raisers class.
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town, following the revolutionary path. In a realistic
setting, they use their hearts to feel the spirit of sacri-
fice of the revolutionary predecessors. By listening to
local residents recount stories of revolutionary strug-
gles and engaging in hands-on activities such as mak-
ing Red Army hats and straw shoes, they gain a deep-
er understanding of the Red Army Women’s Battal-
ion’s battles. During the revolutionary war years,
children of their age would either tend sheep for land-
lords or join the revolution as young Red Army sol-
diers. Through these vivid educational experiences,
the team members appreciate the difficulty of obtain-
ing the five-starred red flag and strengthen their deter-
mination to be excellent flag-raisers.

5. Inheriting the Spirit of the National Flag Class,
Striving for Greater Progress

Flags are passed from generation to generation, and
flag-raisers continue to march forward. Dressed in
formal attire, carrying the national flag, and shouting
slogans, they march neatly towards the flagpole.
Rainwater on the outside, sweat
on the inside—weathering
storms together is part of their
daily life. From 2018 to 2024,
our school’s national flag class
has been in existence for six
years, and the spirit of the na-
tional flag class has been passed
down through successive gener-
ations of team members. Dur-
ing the handover of the national
flag class, a solemn ceremony
takes place overseen by Chief
Instructor Zhao Xinfeng, the
Education Bureau, and the
Youth League Committee (fig.
6). The new flag-raisers take over the national flag,
and in the following year, the new national flag class
will follow in the footsteps of the previous one, mov-
ing forward with honor. While flag-raisers may
change, the national flag remains bright and eternal.

Educating students about national flag culture is not
only about making them feel the power of the nation-
al flag and understand the need to strive for the coun-
try’s future, but it is also about fostering a sense of
national identity and cultivating patriotism. We be-
lieve that under the guidance of the national flag
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class, the seeds of patriotism will take root and grow
in the hearts of the students of our school.

Patriotic spirit never fades, and patriotic education is
an ongoing journey. The establishment and develop-
ment of the national flag class have become a new
symbol of Qionghai No. 1 Primary School. Standing
at the intersection of history and the future, we must
start from the present. History tells us where we
came from, which is our original aspiration. The fu-
ture tells us where we are headed, which is our mis-
sion. Our national flag class has come a long way in
its history and will surely stride confidently into the
future.

Conclusion

The construction of the Hainan Free Trade Port pre-
sents new opportunities to national flag education.
As flags are a universal language and a carrier of
global cultural exchange, we are eager to work close-
ly with the Vexillological Research Center of China
and flag scholars from around the world, contributing
positively to the promotion of flag culture among
Chinese youth and the exchange of flag culture
among youth worldwide.

Translator: Wang Xiaoming
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