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Yiyuan Primary School National Flag Guard.

We Thrive Under the National
Flag

YUAN Chao

Abstract

Founded in 1989, Yiyuan Primary School, located in
Huangpu District, Guangzhou City, is relatively new
compared to many century-old institutions. However,
situated at the forefront of reform and opening up,
Yiyuan Primary School has emerged as a pioneering
institution and a model for national flag education in
elementary schools across China. Since the summer
vacation of 2004, when the first cohort of school flag
class members traveled to Beijing to participate in the
National Youth Flag-Raiser Training Camp, our
school has dedicated 20 years to continuous explora-
tion and pioneering efforts in elementary school flag
education, making some gratifying achievements.
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Yuan Chao presents the national flag to the Medog School in
Tibet.
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Figure 1. Flag activity at Yiyuan Primary School,
Huangpu District, Guangzhou City.

I. Yiyuan Primary School’s National Flag Class
Travels to Beijing and Participates in Professional
Flag-Raising Training

In 2002, in the context of the in-depth development of
the Junior Military School, Yiyuan Primary School
(fig. 1), located in Huangpu District, Guangzhou City,
pioneered the establishment of a National Flag Class
in Guangdong Province. To
enhance our flag-raising cere-
monies, the school organized
its inaugural trip to Beijing in
the summer of 2004 for the
National Youth Flag-Raising
Training Camp. During this
period, the Xinfeng Flag Center
facilitated interactions where
camp members paid tribute to
the national judo team prepar-
ing for the Athens Olympic
Games. They presented the
national flag to the team and
engaged with renowned athletes such as Xian
Dongmei. Witnessing the team’s rigorous training
significantly bolstered the confidence of our young
members, inspiring them to excel as proficient flag-
raisers.

Traveling to Beijing to participate in the youth flag-
raising training camp addresses common challenges
within school education. By engaging in high-quality
flag education and flag-raising activities, this initia-
tive aims to fundamentally address issues such as
poor attitudes among elementary school students, lax
discipline, capricious behavior, a sense of entitlement,
as well as weak time management skills and physical
fitness.

This year marks the 20th anniversary of the flag class
of our Yiyuan Primary School going to Beijing to
participate in the youth flag-raising training camp.
Over the past 20 years, by going to Beijing to receive
specialized, high-standard flag-raising ceremony
training and systematic flag education, we have stand-
ardized the flag-raising action of the flag-raisers, en-
riched the flag-raisers’ knowledge of the national
flag, tempered the willpower of the flag-raisers,
broadened the flag-raisers’ vision of the big country,
rectified the flag-raisers’ behavior, and strengthened
the flag-raisers’ mission of honor. Upon returning to
school, a new cohort of flag guards was established.
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These flag-raisers conduct daily and major activities
with the flag-raising ceremony, thereby establishing a
standardized system for flag-raising ceremonies at the
school and ensuring comprehensive quality assurance.

II. The Successive Efforts of Several Principals
Led to Success in Flag Education Development

Our school’s Junior Military School was initially
founded in 1992. Since 2004, the establishment of
the flag class and subsequent participation in training
in Beijing have led to the evolution of the school flag
class into the school flag guards. Presently, our
school spans three campuses located in the east, west,
and north, boasting a membership of nearly 200 flag
guards and close to 100 reserve members. The flag
guard comprises students from grades 4 to 6, orga-
nized into six divisions responsible for daily shifts
and weekly rotations in raising and lowering the na-
tional flag. Additionally, every Monday morning, the
flag guard conducts flag-raising ceremonies attended
by all teachers and students.

Over the past three decades, Yiyuan Primary School
has expanded from a single institution to an educa-
tional group comprising seven member schools, en-
compassing one primary school and three districts.
Throughout this period, the school has been led by six
successive principals, each deeply committed to na-
tional flag education with unwavering dedication. The
school has successfully trained nearly 2,000 young
flag-raisers, many of whom have now assumed roles
as parents and are integral to
various industries. =~ Whether
near or far from their alma ma-
ter, these individuals retain a
profound pride in their role as
flag-raisers during their school
days. This enduring spirit of
familial and national pride
serves as a perpetual motiva-
tion, inspiring them to continu-
ally enrich the symbolism of
the five-star red flag and con-
tribute to the ongoing prosperi-
ty of our great nation through-
out their life journeys.

Figure 2. The national flag class’s school trip
to Beijing to participate in the flag-raising

From 2014 to 2017, flag guards
of our school participated in
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four sessions of the “National Red Scarf Flag Guard
Exchange and Display Activity” in Beijing. In May
2018, commemorating the 90th anniversary of the
victorious meeting of the Red Army in Jinggangshan,
our school organized a delegation of flag guards to
Jinggangshan to participate in the national exchange
and display of flag-raising teams from primary and
secondary schools and colleges. In August 2019, our
school’s flag guards took part in the inaugural
“National Primary and Secondary School Flag-raising
Hand Exchanging and Displaying Activity”, earning
the title of one of the “National Top Ten Flag-raising
Teams”. The national flag class team and individual
flag-raisers from our school achieved outstanding
results in these events, with Wan Zhirui receiving
recognition as one of the “National Top Ten Flag-
Raisers” in 2019.

In September 2010, former principal Cui Jinghua was
invited to participate in the National Flag Education
Forum held at Tsinghua University, commemorating
the 20th anniversary of the implementation of the
National Flag Law. In September 2016, former prin-
cipal Yuan Chao served as a representative of ele-
mentary school principals and delivered a keynote
speech at the 2nd National Flag Culture Forum held
at the Auditorium of the National Committee of the
Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference
(CPPCC), highlighting the school’s achievements and
experiences in promoting national flag education.

III. Improving the National Flag Education
System and Deepening Flag Culture on Campus

National flag education serves as a vibrant corner-
stone of patriotic education, with the primary lesson
for elementary students being “Love the motherland,
love the five-star red flag”. Through years of educa-
tional endeavors, our school has developed a compre-
hensive curriculum system for national flag education
centered on four core elements: reverence for the
motherland, admiration for the five-star red flag, re-
spect for the red scarf, and understanding of flag-
raising ceremonies.

Our school has established and continuously im-
proved the “Flag-Raising and -Lowering System of
Yiyuan Primary School.” This system sets regula-
tions regarding the weekly flag-raising ceremony held
every Monday and the proper usage and storage of
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Figure 3. Participation in professional flag-

the national flag. The daily
management and training of the
flag guards and the school flag-
raising etiquette are also includ-
ed, thereby creating a standard-
ized framework for action.

Our school regularly conducts a
series of flag education activi-
ties, such as essay contests of
“Everyone Strives to be a Flag-
Raiser” and the “The National
Flag in My Heart”. We are
committed to institutionalizing
and popularizing the “Speech
Under the National Flag” pro-
gram, encouraging more students to engage and par-
ticipate. The speeches resonate with the power of the
flag and a spirit of patriotism.

After years of practice, our school has developed a
campus flag-raising education model in collaboration
with the Beijing Xinfeng Flag Center and the Parent
Committee, fostering a joint effort in nurturing flag-
raisers. Each year, our school organizes flag-raising
training camps at designated times and locations, in-
volving specific personnel and curricula, to promote
the sustainable development of the school’s flag team.

The achievements in the school’s flag culture con-
struction have also deepened the parents’ emotional
connection to the national flag. Parents have come to
understand the significance of the school’s long-term
commitment to flag education and the training of flag
-raisers. They actively collaborate to guide and en-
courage their children to overcome physical and men-
tal challenges. The young flag-raisers stand tall and
embody positive values, growing up healthy and con-
fident, benefiting each family in the process.

Parents have reported that through the challenges of
the flag-raising training camp, their children seem to
have matured significantly. At home, they are now
taking responsibility for their own tasks and no longer
requiring parental assistance. The children engage in
conversations about flag-related knowledge and show
concern for national affairs.
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IV. Utilizing Advantages for Demonstration and
Support to Promote Flag Education

With the deepening of flag education in our school
and the growth of the flag guarding team, the flag
education achievements of Yiyuan Primary School
are gradually being promoted through activities such
as “One Thousand Schools Helping One Thousand
Schools” and “Support and Exchange in Guangzhou”.
Since 2014, our school has partnered with the Central
Primary School in Tanjiang Town, Fengshun County,
in a “Hand-in-Hand” mutual help program. We have
supported them in the construction of a new flag-
raising platform and assisted in the training and estab-
lishment of their school flag team.

In May 2016, our school organized a teaching team to
visit the Second Primary School in Shufu County,
Kashi, Xinjiang, to conduct exchange activities and
share our experiences in flag education. We provided
training to help them establish their own school flag
team and donated uniforms for the flag-raising cere-
monies. This activity fostered a special friendship
between our two schools centered around the national
flag.

In April 2017, our school assisted the paired school,
Jinggangshan Experimental Primary School, in estab-
lishing the first primary school flag-guarding team in
Jinggangshan City. We organized members of our
flag-guarding team to visit Jinggangshan Experi-
mental Primary School to hold a joint hand-in-hand
flag-raising ceremony. The event was graced by the
presence of President Kong Jining, the grandson of
Chairman Mao, and General Liu Jian, the grandson of
Commander Zhu De, who awarded the national flag
to the flag-raisers from both schools.

In April 2024, Secretary Yuan Chao from our school
participated in the ‘“Hundred-Thousand-Million Tal-
ent Training Project” for primary school principals in
Guangdong Province, and took part in a teaching pro-
gram in Linzhi, Tibet. During the visit, we donated
customized national flags for flag-raising ceremonies
to both Dexing Township Primary School in Metuo
County and Damu Luoba Ethnic Township Primary
School. This marked the first time that customized
national flags for flag-raising ceremonies were raised
in schools in the Tibet region.
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V. Engaging in Chinese-Style Modernization
and Demonstrating Flag Education in Practice.

In October 2020, the revised National Flag Law was
promulgated.  Our school hosted the ceremony
launching the training activity themed “Learning the
New National Flag Law and Strengthening National
Flag Education”. We invited Zhao Xinfeng, an expert
in the amendments of the National Flag and National
Emblem Laws from the Legislative Affairs Commis-
sion of the National People’s Congress, to our school.
He explained the new law and standardizing the flag-
raising ceremony for leaders of primary and second-
ary schools, Young Pioneers counselors in Huangpu
District, and our teachers and students.

After the launch ceremony, activities were carried out
in six districts: Huangpu, Yuexiu, Tianhe, Nansha,
Panyu in Guangzhou, and Qingyuan City. 14 training
sessions on the theme were held. Nearly 1,000 repre-
sentatives, including headmasters, kindergarten direc-
tors, moral education directors, Young Pioneers coun-
selors, and teachers from a hundred primary and sec-
ondary schools and kindergartens participated.

Under the guidance of the five-starred red flag, and
through the combined efforts of several generations,
Yiyuan Primary School in Huangpu District has be-
come a model for national flag education among pri-
mary schools. Our school has achieved systematic
construction results in various areas, including flag-
raising etiquette, flag-raising teams, knowledge of the
national flag, flag culture, etc.

The national flag is like a book that can never be fully
read, and education about the national flag is an end-
less journey. We hope to leverage the momentum of
the 30th International Congress of Vexillology in Bei-
jing to engage in interaction with flag scholars around
the world. It helps integrate the advantages of domes-
tic and international flag cultures. We aim to further
enrich the connotations of flag culture education and
practical activities in our school, serving as a practical
example for national flag education in the context of
Chinese modernization.

Finally, we sincerely invite flag experts to wvisit
and exchange ideas at Yiyuan Primary School. We
also look forward to the day when the flag-raisers of
Yiyuan Primary School can deliver speeches at a
future international congress, showing the achieve-
ments of our flag education program.

=S / YUAN Chao 31



% 30 BEMREIRFEARSFEAIRE - PEILE > 2024 £ 8 H

LT g About the Author
N

N R YUAN Chao is a Senior Teacher and the Principal at
=t S REUM TN EI XA FE N Yiyuan Primary School, Huangpu District, Guang-
F AT - zhou City, Guangdong Province.

(e}
r—+
==
™
= |
—4
M
o |
=
QO
=
o}
3
L
=)
=]
o
D
e |
(2]
(¢»]
(@]
—+

32 WAMEERE N H K / We Thrive Under the National Flag





