
The Voice of Vexillology
By Alain RAULLET  “Talk- with-Flags”

For my first lecture at such an important international congress, please forgive the
few mistakes I may make during it.  However, I promise to make my presentation as
direct and short as possible.

Many of you, far better specialists than I am, are writing good and well-
documented books, authoring articles in flag publications, and speaking easily at
conferences.  But as you may know, Alain is a little different, so please let me share
the experience I have been living for three years, an experience I believe to be unique
in the world of Vexillology—I mean broadcasting radio vexillological episodes once a
week.  Not kidding at all!

Once upon a time, there were three little pigs or more  ... I told you I was going to
make sure you are not sleeping.

Then, once upon a time, Alain was driving to his job and listening to his favourite
local radio station.  It was in early April 2006, and the station was asking its listeners,
as it usually does during Lent, not to forget their annual contributions, so the station
could continue broadcasting.  Then the host added, “If you have some ideas about new
programs you would like to hear, why not to tell us ...?”

Along with my annual contribution, I dared send a message telling them that we
could (why not?) talk briefly every day about a different flag and try to explain
through its symbols the whole world surrounding us.  By the beginning of May 2006,
the director of the local radio station e-mailed me to arrange a meeting, saying she was
very interested in my idea.  I met her on June 13.  Director Christine Simon and I
agreed on a project to prepare some 40 to 45 short weekly stories and record them
regularly in groups of four to five, mainly on the subject of Breton flags, naval flags,
and so on ... The stories would take about five minutes each.

Back home, I went to work and decided to dedicate one story to a single flag or to
a technical aspect of Vexillology.  I had five stories ready before August 3, 2006,
when I recorded them with the help of Marion, a newscaster at RCF radio.

On September 7, on my way back from my job, while concentrating on driving, I
heard somebody talking about flags on the radio.... and a few seconds later, I suddenly
realised it was me—I hadn’t even recognized my own voice , as I hadn’t been
informed about the broadcast.  Finally, it was a divine surprise!

How it works
First, I prepare four to five outlines, one for each flag subject, using a common

outline—description of emblem, use of flag, symbolism, associated coat of arms, if
any, selection & flag designer, flag history, variants and precedents when known.
Everything is described in simple, direct language so that people can remember the
story easily.  [I think I may have been influenced subconsciously by John Purcell’s
book about the flags of American Cities]

Then, I send these pages to the editor a few days before the scheduled recording
day.  This helps the newscaster to read and prepare questions before actually recording



a segment.  On that day, the newscaster and I record the different chronicles I had
prepared; it takes about 20 to 30 minutes, once a month!

Later, the newscaster checks the recordings and makes any necessary technical
adjustments to them.  You have to remember that radio programs don’t like silences,
hesitations, coughs, or slips-of-the-tongue of any kind.

And on D-Day, here is the broadcast miracle of the Voice of Vexillology!

The facts
RCF Radio Chrétiennes Francophones (French-speaking Christian Radio) is a

multi-national network of some 62 local FM radio stations, including some in
Belgium; their financial support comes mainly from archdioceses and charitable
contributions.

RCF Clarté (Clarity) is based in Saint-Brieuc, northern Brittany, and has an
estimated audience of 20,000 listeners, covering over one-fifth of Brittany.  When I
asked the Clarté office: “Did you receive any feedback about the flag stories?”, they
answered, “We have received no complaints, which means it’s good, doesn’t it?”

123 flag episodes over three seasons (from September to June every year)
2006-07:  42 episodes broadcast on Thursdays at 7h07 and repeated at 18h26.
2007-08:  39 episodes broadcast on Thursdays at 18h26.
2008-09:  42 episodes broadcast on Mondays at 12h15.
The slight difference was due to French bank holidays: in 2008, the first and eighth

of May were a Thursday; on general holidays, RCF is on a weekend broadcast
schedule.

Are you still following me?

Season 1 was mainly a discovery of Vexillology, Breton flags, Breton city flags,
associative flags, along with a few technical segments.

Season 2 had a rather more structured schedule that included Brittany, Religion,
Naval, technical aspects, and some flags in the news.

Season 3 has been based on Breton flags and a larger number of flags in the news.

Some example episodes 
 The ermine spots and the ermine flag
 The colored breton flag and some black and white flags
 Breton cities such as St Brieuc, St Malo, Nantes, and new flag of St Nazaire
 Associative flags such as Anglo-Breton friendship, Breton Nobility,

Veterans, the Scientist society
 Patrimony flags such as lighthouse or a proposal for religious patrimony in

danger and the Vatican (for the 100th episode)
 Falkland Islands with the St Malo-Argentine link  
 Flag in the news such as Guadeloupe economy riots. with another Breton

link
 A flag enigma: not a Celtic harp in Europe flag, but a Keystone in an

American circle (13 stars): Got it? It’s SES Senior Executive Service
 The most recent 3 were about the International Flag Congress in Japan 



Summarizing the experience
Radio broadcasting has been a good and unusual exercise for spreading the Good

Voice of Vexillology and explaining the world through its varied symbols.
Radio is a very attractive resource for Vexillology, though it is very difficult to

describe flags on the radio, but that is challenging, isn’t it?  Although I made some
mistakes when describing certain flags or describing some detail about a particular
flag, I believe the most important fact is that a new medium has been added to
promoting Vexillology.

What’s Next?
A fourth season, a fifth one ... there is so much to tell and make known about

Vexillology.  I have a dream ... Why not provide the same experience on TV?  One
example I have in mind is called “Le dessous des Cartes”, which is a 10-minute
chronicle presented on ARTE, a Franco-German cultural TV network, explaining the
world—past, present, and future—through maps.  A first step—contact the TV
network.  Further news about the improvements will be revealed at the next congress! 

Another wish of mine … you might try out my experience in your own country!  I
will heartily support you, and I say you in Japanese: Ganbatte!

I thank you very much for your attention, with a special thanks to those who have
helped prepare this lecture.  As you have been a very good audience, may I offer you a
surprise?   [play the audio of  the first episode, broadcast on September 7, 2006.]
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3  little breton  pigs …. or 4 
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Hey you!  don’t sleep 
……. 
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The Voice of Vexillology 

• April 2006  Radio station  
asks for possible ideas  

• I get One , of course ! 
• May 2006 , e-mail from 

director Christine Simon 
• June 13, 2006 , meeting for 

explaining the idea . 
• Wonderful , are you ready 

for  …? 
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• 40 to 45 weekly short stories on the 
subject of Breton  flags , naval flags 
and so on … 

• Each story would take about  5 
minutes ! 

• Marion will help you  ! 
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AUGUST 3rd, 2006 the day of 
recording the 5 first 
vexillological chronicles  

• What is vexillology? 
• Past, present and future of 

Vexillology .  
• What is SBV-KVV ? 
• The Breton flag (in 2 parts). 
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Description 
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Use of flag 
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Symbolism 
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Designer  
& 
Selection  
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History 
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Variants 
 & 
Precedents 
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2006-2007 
• 42 episodes 
• Thursday  

– 7h07 
– 18h26 
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2007-2008 
• 39 episodes 
• Thursday  

– 18h26 
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2008-2009 
• 42 episodes 
• Monday  

– 12h15 
 
 
 
There is a misprint , do you point it ? 
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Are you still following me ? 
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2006-2007 = Season 1 
 

• Vexillology 
• Breton flags 
• Breton cities flags 
• Technical aspects 
• Association flags  
 
 

 
 

 
 1 Vexillologie 01/08 Marion 07/09 

2 Hier aujourd'hui & demain 01/08 Marion 14/09 
3 SBVexillologie 01/08 Marion 21/09 
4 Gwenn-ha-Du 01/08 Marion 28/09 
5 Gwenn-ha-Du 01/08 Marion 05/10 
6 Kroaz Du 18/09 Marion 12/10 
7 Moucheture d'Hermine 18/09 Marion 19/10 
8 Saint-Brieuc 18/09 Marion 26/10 
9 5 règles bon drapeau 1 2 3  18/09 Marion 02/11 

10 5 règles bon drapeau 4 5 18/09 Marion 09/11 
11 Herminig 23/10 Dominique 16/11 
12 Cotes d'Armor 23/10 Dominique 23/11 
13 Amitié anglo-bretonne 23/10 Dominique 30/11 
14 Saint-Malo 28/11 Elise 07/12 
15 Brest 28/11 Elise 14/12 
16 Rennes 28/11 Elise 21/12 
17 Quimper 28/11 Elise 28/12 
18 bien pavoiser 'extérieur 28/11 Elise 04/01 
19 bien pavoiser 'intérieur 28/11 Elise 11/01 
20 Nantes 09/01 Elise 18/01 
21 Vannes 09/01 Elise 25/01 
22 Bigouden 09/01 Elise 01/02 
23 Sémaphore 09/01 Elise 08/02 
24 Phares et Balises 09/01 Elise 15/02 
25 Redon 14/02 Dominique 22/02 
26 l'Orient 14/02 Dominique 01/03 
27 Tregor 14/02 Dominique 08/03 
28 Code int'l des signaux 14/02 Dominique 15/03 
29 Code int'l des signaux 14/02 Dominique 22/03 
30 CIS fonctionnement  14/02 Dominique 29/03 
31 CIS fonctionnement  14/02 Dominique 05/04 
32 Gwenn-ha-du colorisés  14/02 Dominique 12/04 
33 Lann Bihoue 27/03 Elise 19/04 
34 Finistère 27/03 Elise 26/04 
35 plages & baignades 27/03 Elise 03/05 
36 Pont-l'Abbé 27/03 Elise 10/05 
37 Barnenez 27/03 Elise 24/05 
38 Le juch 02/05 Elise 31/05 
39 Saint Pierre & Miquelon  02/05 Elise 07/06 
40 Courses automobiles 02/05 Elise 14/06 
41 SNSM  02/05 Elise 21/06 
42 Alain Raullet  23/05 Elise 28/06 
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2007-2008 = Season 2 
 

• Brittany 
• Breton cities flags 
• Religion 
• Naval 
• Technical 
• Flags in the news 
 
 

 

43 EARTH FLAG 29/08 Elise 06/09 
44 le Rennois 29/08 Elise 13/09 
45 Mordelles 29/08 Elise 20/09 
46 Belle Isle 29/08 Elise 27/09 
47 Fougères 29/08 Elise 04/10 
48 Dinan 29/08 Elise 11/10 
49 Kerguelen 19/10 Elise 18/10 
50 Dinard 19/10 Elise 25/10 
51 AUSTRALIE 19/10 Elise 08/11 
52 MACEDOINE 19/10 Elise 15/11 
53 BRESIL 19/10 Elise 22/11 
54 RUSSIE 19/10 Elise 29/11 
55 en berne 19/10 Elise 06/12 
56 Bréhat  27/11 Dominique  13/12 
57 Mont Saint-Michel 27/11 Dominique  20/12 
58 Binic 27/11 Dominique  27/12 
59 FRANCE 27/11 Dominique  03/01 
60 EUROPE 27/11 Dominique  10/01 
61 Lamballe 08/01 Emmanuel 17/01 
62 Pontivy 08/01 Emmanuel 24/01 
63 drapeau & pavillon 08/01 Emmanuel 31/01 
64 Union jack  08/01 Emmanuel 07/02 
65 Falkland  08/01 Emmanuel 14/02 
66 Rostrenen 05/02 Dominique  21/02 
67 Loudéac 05/02 Dominique  28/02 
68 Un tricot vert... 05/02 Dominique  06/03 
69 Charles de Gaulle 05/02 Dominique  13/03 
70 Observ Patrim Religieux 05/02 Dominique  27/03 
71 Kossovo 11/03 Dominique  03/04 
72 Lannion 11/03 Dominique  10/04 
73 SNLE Inflexible 11/03 Dominique  17/04 
74 Crozon 11/03 Dominique  24/04 
75 Gardes Suisses 11/03 Dominique  15/05 
76 Guérande 13/05 Dominique  22/05 
77 Casabianca 13/05 Dominique  29/05 
78 Blanc et Noir 1 13/05 Dominique  05/06 
79 Blanc et Noir 2 13/05 Dominique  12/06 
80 Tibet 13/05 Dominique  19/06 
81 Jeux Olympiques 13/05 Dominique  26/06 
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2008-2009 = Season 3 
 

• Brittany 
• Breton cities flags 
• Religion 
• Naval 
• Technical 
• Flags in the news 
 
 

 
82 Chine 26/08 J Sébastien 01/09 
83 Vannetais 26/08 J Sébastien 08/09 
84 Tudjentil Breizh 26/08 J Sébastien 15/09 
85 Noms de drapeaux  26/08 J Sébastien 22/09 
86 Croix Rouge 26/08 J Sébastien 29/09 
87 Marques marines 26/08 J Sébastien 06/10 
88 Saint-Nazaire 07/10 J Sébastien 13/10 
89 formats 07/10 J Sébastien 20/10 
90 Géorgie 07/10 J Sébastien 27/10 
91 Limousin 07/10 J Sébastien 03/11 
92 Chien Jaune 07/10 J Sébastien 10/11 
93 Jersey 28/10 J Sébastien 17/11 
94 Protocole 28/10 J Sébastien 24/11 
95 Tricolores 28/10 J Sébastien 01/12 
96 Yacht club noir blanc 03/12 J Sébastien 08/12 
97 Etats Unis 03/12 J Sébastien 15/12 
98 plaques minéralogiques 03/12 J Sébastien 22/12 
99 porte drapeaux 03/12 J Sébastien 19/12 

100 Vatican 03/12 J Sébastien 05/01 
101 République Tchèque 07/01 J Sébastien 12/01 
102 Slovénie 07/01 J Sébastien 19/01 
103 Politiques Bretons hier 07/01 J Sébastien 26/01 
104 Politiques Bretons présent 07/01 J Sébastien 02/02 
105 Enigme SES 05/02 J Sébastien 09/02 
106 ONU 05/02 J Sébastien 16/02 
107 Israël 05/02 J Sébastien 23/02 
108 Palestine 05/02 J Sébastien 02/03 
109 Tahiti 04/03 J Sébastien 09/03 
110 Guadeloupe 04/03 J Sébastien 16/03 
111 Martinique 04/03 J Sébastien 23/03 
112 Réunion 04/03 J Sébastien 30/03 
113 Saint-Martin 01/04 J Sébastien 06/04 
114 Guyane 01/04 J Sébastien 20/04 
115 Mayotte 01/04 J Sébastien 27/04 
116 OTAN 01/04 J Sébastien 04/05 
117 Jeanne d'Arc 06/05 J Sébastien 11/05 
118 Pavoisement  06/05 J Sébastien 18/05 
119 Logochonnerie 06/05 J Sébastien 25/05 
120 Société Emulation 22 06/05 J Sébastien 01/06 
121 FIAV 20/05 J Sébastien 08/06 
122 congrès 20/05 J Sébastien 15/06 
123 JAPON 20/05 J Sébastien 22/06 
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For farther 
& further                     
news .  
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Ganbatte ! 



This is “The Voice of Vexillology” 
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