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Abstract

Unfortunately, the present collection of flags at the Wawel Royal Castle does not reflect the size
of the original vexillary resources of the Castle and the Cathedral, but in some measure gives a
picture of their past content. The assemblage does not exceed 50 items. However, by Polish stan-
dards it is the most important set, as it includes the oldest, 16™ century, state ensigns and trophies
of top rank. The preserved objects fall into categories: state and royal standards, tomb banners,
trophies, flags of private magnate troops and of confederacies of the gentry, as well as town and
even guild banners. The first group is represented above all by the queen’s great court standard
from the time of Sigismund Augustus Jagiellon (1520-1572), in all likelihood made for his mar-
riage to Catherine of Habsburg on 30" July 1553. The oldest Polish tomb banner, originating
from the Wawel cathedral, is connected with Stanistaw Barzi (1530-1571), courtier to King Sig-
ismund Augustus, who died in 1571. Among the trophies particularly remarkable are the banner
of the Silesian troops of Archduke Maximilian of Habsburg, dating from 1587. the dragoon en-
sign captured from Charles X Gustavus in 1656, and a group of Turkish flags (five items) cap-
tured by John HI Sobieski’s army at Vienna and Parkany in 1683. Furthermore, the collection
contains a set of copies (21) of the Teutonic standards taken at Grunwald (1410). This is a third
or fourth generation of copies of the lost originals, executed on the basis of the famous manu-
script of Jan Dlugosz, Banderia Prutenorum, of 1448, Some banners of private magnate troops
once belonged to the armouries of the Rzewuskis and Zamoyskis (first half and the fifiies of the
18" century) and to the collection of the Zbaraski family (first quarter of the 17" century). Two
19th century guild banners and a banner of the city of Gdansk from the late 17th century form a
separate group.

Unfortunately, the present collection of banners at the Wawel Royal Castle does not
reflect the size of the original vexillary resources of the Castle and the Cathedral, but
in some measure gives a picture of their past content.

From the 11" century the Wawel hill in Cracow, the former capital of Poland,
was the seat of the secular and the ecclesiastical authority. The royal castle and the
Episcopal cathedral, standing side by side, were two great repositories of historic valu-
ables, regalia, and objects symbolizing the national identity of the Poles, and at the
same time storage places for banners. From the 14™ century onwards, votive offerings
and banners captured in battles were placed in the Wawel cathedral, a national pan-
theon, at the foot of the Altar of the Fatherland, near the relics of the patron of the
country, Saint Stanislaus.' The flags included those taken at Grunwald (Tannenberg) in
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1410 at the battle with the Teutonic Order, tokens of the most famous triumph of the
Polish army, as well as Turkish war ensigns captured during the victorious battle
fought by John III Sobieski at Vienna in 1683. In addition, tomb banners were sus-
pended in the cathedral above the epitaph plaques of eminent representatives of the
knighthood. The secular — state, regional, and magnate — ensigns assembled in the Cas-
tle suffered the first serious depletion during the Swedish *“flood” between 1655 and
1657, when the royal standards, captured and taken not from Cracow but from War-
saw, fell into the hands of Karl Gustav Wrangel, Magnus Steinbock, and Charles X
Gustavus himself.> This is why today they can be admired at the Armémuseum and
Livrustkammaren in Stockholm.

The last decade of the 18" century witnessed annihilation of part of the remain-
der of these fragile objects, caused by the political situation in the country. As a result
of the third partition of Poland, Cracow became a scene of stormy political and admin-
istrative changes; at first under Prussian rule, in the years 1795-1796 it found itself
within the boundaries of the Habsburg monarchy. These happenings brought about pil-
lage from Wawel and then destruction by the Prussians of the Crown Treasury, among
other items the most precious insignia and regalia.” There was a parallel impoverish-
ment of the Wawel cathedral, whose Chapter was unable to provide adequate care for
all the mementoes accumulated in it. It gradually lost single objects which were ac-
quired for private collections and were later confiscated by the Prussian or Russian
partitioner.*

The dispersal of both the Crown and Cathedral treasuries caused an irretriev-
able loss or at best a many years’ odyssey of precious objects — through Russian impe-
rial residences and national museums, through the process of revindication, transoce-
anic evacuation during the Second World War, down to their present museum status.
As early as after the First World War and the rebirth of independent Poland, and espe-
cially after the last war, the banners from the Cathedral and the Castle, and from some
prominent aristocratic collections, met at the Wawel Royal Castle.’

The assemblage does not exceed 50 items. When compared with their number
at the Polish Army Museum in Warsaw or at the Armémuseum in Stockholm this is a
surprisingly small set. Nevertheless, by Polish standards it is the most important as it
includes the oldest, 16™ century, state ensigns and trophies of top rank. The surviving
objects fall into categories: state and royal standards, tomb banners, trophies, flags of
private magnate troops or of confederacies of the gentry, as well as town and even
guild banners.®

The first group is represented above all by the great standard from the time of
Sigismund Augustus Jagiellon (1520-1572), in all likelihood made for his marriage to
Catherine of Habsburg on 30™ July 1553 (Fig. 1). That this is the queen’s court banner
is evidenced by the presence of the Bar of the Habsburgs on a surtout in the centre of
the cloth.” The four divisions of the shield contain the coats of arms of the Polish
Kingdom (an Eagle with the letters SA on the breast) and Lithuania (the Pursuit — a
mounted knight with a raised sword and a shield with a double cross). The cartouche is
encircled by 22 regional armorial bearings inscribed in laurel wreaths (Fig. 2). The ar-
rangement of these ensigns, visualizing “the body of the Kingdom”, expresses the ter-
ritorial unity of the Polish Commonwealth from Cracow to Vilna and Wallachia. An
identical programme appears on the banner executed for the funeral of John IIT and
coronation of Sigismund III Vasa in 1594, now at the Livrustkammaren in Stockholm.?
The fluent and confident line of the heraldic figures points to an excellent studio back-
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Figure 2 Detail of Court standard from the time of Sigismund Augustus Jagiellon,
1553 (Fig. 1).
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Figure 4 Tomb banner of Stanistaw Barzi, 1571.
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Figure 8 Turkish banner, 1 7" century — an ex voto offering sent by John III Sobieski
to the Casa Santa at Loreto.

Figure 9 Turkish banner, 17" century — captured at Vienna
by Marcin Zamoyski — detail.
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Notes

! M. Rozek, Katedra wawelska w XVII wieku, Krakow 1980 (Biblioteka Krakowska, 121), pp. 96-102;
M. Rozek, Ara Patriae. Dzieje grobu sw. Stanislawa w katedrze na Wawelu, Analecta Cracoviensia, XI,
1979, pp. 433-460.

M. Rozek, Straty kulturalne i artystyczne Krakowa w okresie pierwszego najazdu szwedzkiego (1655-
1657), Biuletyn Historii Sztuki, XXXVI1, 1974, no 2, pp. 141-157; A. Danielsson, Polska Baner och
gardesfanor i Statens Trofésamling, Armémuseum Meddelande, XLI-XLI1, 1980-1982, pp. 35-51; W.
Grabowski, Polskie chorqgwie z XVI-XVIII wieku w zbiorach ikonograficznych Armemuseum w Sztok-
holmie, Bron i Barwa, XVI, no 23, 2001, pp. 3-30.

e Estreicher, Zniszczenie polskich insygniow koronnych, Przeglad Wspolczesny, LI, 1935; A.
Fischinger, Grabiez insygniow koronnych w 1795 roku [in:] Krakéw w powstaniu kosciuszkowskim,
Krakow 1996, pp. 61-64.

‘z. Zygulski jun., Pamiqtki wawelskie w zbiorach pulawskich, Studia do dziejéow Wawelu, 11, 1960, pp.
400, 402; idem, Dzieje zbioréw putawskich. Swigtynia Sybilli i Dom Gotycki, Rozprawy i Sprawozdania
Muzeum Narodowego w Krakowie, VII, 1962, pp. 43, 49; ). Urban, Katedra na Wawelu (1795-1918),
Krakéw 2000, pp. 52-53.

° M. Morelowski, Muzealne rewindykacje delegacji polskiej w Moskwie, Przeglad Wspoiczesny,
XLVIIL, 1926: Wystawa rewindykacyjna zbiorow panistwowych, Warszawa 1929.

® Their only, incomplete, enumeration appears in two booklets: J.T. Petrus, Chorqgwie i sztandary z
wieku XV do poczatku XVIII. Warszawa 1986 (cit. as: Petrus I): idem, Chorggwie i sztandary = wieku

XVill, Warszawa 1986 (cit. as: Petrus I1).

7 Poland, 1553: silk, tempera, painter’s gold and silver, painted: 229 x 352 cm: inv. 142 — WAWEL
1000-2000. Jubilee Exhibition, Cracow 2000, I, pp. 33-35, cat. No I/1 [M.Piwocka], 111 ill. 1.

8 Livrustkammaren, inv. LRK 25928 — A. Danielsson, Sigismunds Svenska Huvudbaner, Livrustkamma-
ren, X1V, 1977, pp. 117-124; WAWEL 1000-2000... (cf. note 7).

® Poland or Saxony, 2nd quarter of 18th century; silk, inlaid application, painted; 246 x 203 cm; inv.
1302 — Petrus I1, no 3.

' poland or Saxony, 1st half of 18th century; silk, inlaid application; 146 x 190 cm: inv. 4240. A two-
sided banner with inscription PRO FIDE LEGE ET STANISLAO REGE changed for AVGUSTO REGE —
reflecting a quarrel and battles between the elected kings Stanislas Leszczynski and Augustus 11 Wettin
struggling for the Polish throne — Petrus I, no 1; Orzef Bialy - 700 lat herbu Parstwa Polskiego, [exhib.
cat.], Warszawa 1995, p. 247, cat. no 111 36.

i Warsaw (?), ¢. 1930; wool, batik; 150 x 232 cm; inv. 7151.

12 Cracow, 1571; silk, tempera, painted, gilded; 313 x 163 cm; inv. 144 — 1. Kozina, J. K. Ostrowski.
Grabfahnen mit Portrdtdarstellungen in Polen und in Ostpreufen, Zeitschrift fiir Kunstgeschichte, LXI.
1992, no 2, p. 241, ill. 3; M. Janicki, Chorqgwie nagrobne czyli nagrobki choragwiane i rycerski obr-
zqdek pogrzebowy, Studia i Materialy do Historii Wojskowosci, XXXIX, 1998, pp. 79-81; WAWEL
1000-2000..., 1, pp. 89-91, cat. no 1/47 [M. Piwocka], 111. ill. 65.

1 Silesia, 1587: silk, oil, painted, gilded: 170 x 190 cm: inv. 3985 — Petrus 1, no 2; M. Adamska, Przed-
mioty ze zbioréow wawelskich w Album Zamoyskim. Przyczynek do XIX-wiecznej ikonografii zabytkéw
ztuki w Polsce, Studia Waweliana, 1V, 1995, pp. 130-132, ills 1-3.

i Italy (fabric), c. 1630-1640, Sweden (embroidery), c. 1654; silk damask, gold and silver threads, em-
broidery; 48 x 49.2 cm: inv. 4090 — M. Piwocka, The Standard of Car! X Gustav in the Collections of
the Wawel Royal Castle in Cracow, Livrustkammaren, 1995/1996 [ed. 1997], pp. 3-19; The Eagle and
Three Crowns. Polish-Swedish Relations across the Baltic from the 16th to the 18th Centuries. Supple-
ment, The Warsaw Royal Castle, Warszawa 2002, p. 157, cat. no 111/95 [M. Piwocka].

57 Zygulski jun., Odsiecz wiedefska 1683 [in:] Odsiecz Wiedehska 1683. Wystawa jubileuszowa w
Zamku Krélewskim na Wawelu w trzechsetlecie bitwy. Tlo historyczne i materialy Zrédlowe, ed. ).
Szablowski, Krakow 1990, I, pp. 75-79.

7. Zygulski jun., Chorggwie tureckie w Polsce na tle ogdlnej problematyki przedmiotu, Studia do
dziejow Wawelu, 111, 1968, pp. 363-453; W.B. Denny, 4 Group of Silk Islamic Banners. Textile Mu-
seum Journal, IV, 1974, no 1, pp. 67-81.

17 Turkey, 17th century: silk, gold threads, brocaded: 178 x 346 cm: inv. 143 — Zygulski jun., Chorqg-
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wie.., pp. 400-404, ill. 18; M. Piwocka, Turkish Banners [a booklet, Wawel State Collections of Art],
Warszawa 1983, no I; Odsiecz Wiederiska..., pp. 274-275, cat. no 481 [M. Piwocka], pl. XXIII.

18 Turkey, 17th century; silk, gold and silk threads, brocaded; 321 x 695 cm; inv. 145 — Zygulski jun.,
Chorqgwie... pp. 417-424, ills. 29-35; Piwocka, Turkish Banners..., no 9; Odsiecz Wiedenska..., pp. 277-
278, cat. no 484 [M. Piwockal, ill. 317.

19 Turkey, Istanbul or Baghdad, 17th century; silk, silver, gold and silk threads, brocaded; 240 x 466
cm; inv. 3981 — Zygulski jun., Chorggwie.., pp. 404-408, ills 19-23; Denny, op. cit., pp. 76-79, ill. 15;
Piwocka, Turkish Banners..., no 3; Odsiecz Wiedenska..., pp. 278-279, cat. No 485 [M. Piwockal, pl.
XXIV.

20 Turkey (Istanbul?), 1819; silk, silver, gold and silk threads, brocaded; 262 x 333 cm: inv. 6935 — War
and Peace. Ottoman-Polish Relations in the 15th-19th Centuries [exhib. cat.], Istanbul 1999, p. 389, cat.
no 305 [M. Piwockal.

2 Manuscript, once in the Wawel Capitular Library, since 1963 in the Jagiellonian Library, inv. MS
10001 - Jana Diugosza Banderia Prutenorum, ed. K. Gorski, Warszawa 1968; S. Ekdahl, Die
“Banderia Prutenorum” des Jan Diugosz — eine Quelle zur Schlacht bei Tannenberg 1410, Gottingen
1976; WAWEL 1000-2000..., 1, pp. 54-55, cat. no 1/18 [A. Sobanska, M. Adamska], I1I, ill. 19.

22 Hidden from the Prussians outside Wawel, after the collapse of the Kosciuszko Insurrection (1794)
they were found and taken by the Austrians to Vienna in 1796 — A. Mell, Das Heeresgeschichtliche Mu-
seum in Wien, Revue Internationale d’Histoire Militaire, X1V, 1955, pp. 183-184. The record is dis-
cussed by J. Wyrozumski in Przepadek choragwi krzyzackich w 1794 roku [in:] Krakéw w powstaniu
kosciuszkowskim, Krakow 1996, pp. 57-60.

2 Katalog wystawy zabytkéw epoki Jagielloriskiej w 500 rocznice odnowienia Uniwersytetu Jagiel-
lokiskiego zorganizowanej, Krakéw 1900, p. 40, cat. no 457.

2 Feier der Einholung der Fahnen des Deutschen Ritterordens von der Burg in Krakau, dem Sitz des
Generalgouverneurs fiir die besetzen polnischen Gebiete, in die Marienburg im Reichsgau Danzig-
Westpreussen, 19. Mai 1940, Danzig 1940: 800 Jahre Deutscher Orden [exhib. cat.], Niimberg 1990, p.
491, cat. no VI11.4.27.a-b. .

25 poland, Cracow. 1657; silk. oil, painted and gilded: 201.5 x 162.5 cm; inv. 148 — Petrus I, no 6.

%8 Hetman’s banner of the Rzewuski family, probably of Stanistaw Mateusz Rzewuski, Grand Hetman
of the Crown, Poland, 1706-1728; silk, oil, painted and gilded; 145.5 x 159.5 cm; inv. 147 — Petrus I, no
7.

27 Two banners of the infantry regiment of the Zamoyski Entailed Estate: red banner, Poland, 1st quarter
of 18th century: silk, oil, painted and gilded; 186 x 212 cm; inv. 3986; white banner, Poland, c. mid-
18th century; silk, oil, painted and gilded; 178 x 182 cm; inv. 3987 — Petrus 1, no 8; Petrus II, no 4.

2 Two-sided pennon of Jerzy Zbaraski, castellan of Cracow (1620-1631), Poland, 1620-1631; silk, sil-
ver, gold and silk threads, embroidery; 49.5 x 38.5 cm; inv. 5364 — Petrus I, nos 3-4.

» City of Gdansk (Danzig) banner, Gdansk, end of 17th century (?); silk, embroidery and appliqué tech-
nique: 232 x 246 cm: inv. 146 — Petrus 1, no 9.
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