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The Spanish navy flag chart of 1854

Emil Dreyer

ABSTRACT: A coloured flag chart of the Spanish Navy dating
from 1854 is presented and discussed. The history of each flag is
explained, starting with the royal standard, followed by the war and
commercial ensigns, the flags of the revenue and mail services, the
flag to call a pilot and the flags of the Royal Maritime and Royal
Philippine companies. Rank pennants are shown as well, as are the
numeral triangular flags of the coast guard divisions. Also shown on
the chart are the maritime province or register flags, introduced in
1845. The important influence of these register flags on the develop-
ment of Spanish civic flags and yacht club burgees is discussed. The
Spanish text of the chart is entirely reproduced, followed by extracts
of English translation.

The illustrations for this paper appear on Plates 40-41.

1 Introduction

The Hydrographic Office in Madrid published in 1854 a flag chart! showing
all the Spanish ensigns, rank flags, coast-guard pennants and maritime province
flags (Fig. 1). It is the first and only comprehensive official Navy flag chart ever
to have been published in Spain. The chart, which has a size of 50x70 cm, was
printed with flags in detailed outlines and then hand coloured. The library of the
Naval Museum in Madrid keeps an original of the chart, its water-colours having
slightly faded with time. The chart presented here was originally uncoloured,
the author having coloured it like the chart in the Naval Museum, but with
opaque colour instead of water-colour, which gives it a more vivid impression.
Flanked by an explanatory text on each side, the chart shows on top two rows
of ensigns, in the centre a row of coast-guard pennants, and in the lower four
rows all the maritime province flags, also called register flags, in use at the time.
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2 The official state flags

2.1 The royal standard

The first flag in the top row is the royal standard, or Fstandarte Real, of dark
red colour with golden fringes and bearing the full royal arms in the centre
of the flag. The royal arms are surrounded by the collar of the Order of the
Golden Fleece.?2 The golden fringes on the free sides of the standard are unusual
in maritime flags, but it seems likely that royal flags with and without fringes
were used by the Navy of the time in an undiscriminating way since there were
no official regulations governing the use of the royal standard by the Navy. The
Navy flag regulation of 1802, which was still effective in 1854, speaks only of
the ‘royal standard’ to be flown when the monarch is on board, but it does not
describe it.3

The slightly darker shade of red in the royal standard - in comparison to the
shade of red used for the other flags on the chart - corresponds to the Spanish
colour carmes?, or crimson?; it is not identical with the dark purple colour called
morado, which one would expect from actual use of the standard on land at the
time.

In 1827 the boat carrying king Ferdinand VII across the Ebro river in Am-
posta flew a morado royal standard.® The Navy protested against what it consid-
ered a mistake, since the royal standard of Ferdinand VII still was the traditional
crimson red flag, which Spanish kings had used for centuries.® "8

The first official morado royal standard dates from 1833, the year king Ferdi-
nand VII. died. When his daughter, aged 3, acceded to the throne as Isabel II,
the crimson colour of the royal standard was changed to morado.® No document
prescribing the change or explaining it has been found. Liberal and democratic
political forces in Spain used morado flags from 1820 on, since they thought
that the Comuneros - Castilian rebels against the Habsburg emperor Charles
V - had used in 1520 a flag of that colour.l® In fact the Comuneros did not
have just one flag, but used the various flags of their towns and lords, which
in most cases were of a red or crimson colour.!! Against this background it is
possible that the regent Maria Cristina wanted to signal her sympathy for the
liberal tendencies of the time by changing the colour crimson from the time of
absolutism into the modern, liberal colour morado.

Until 1833 only a handful of military units had officially been allowed to
carry flags with the colour morado, most of those colours dating from the early
18th century'?: for example the colonels’ colours of the Spanish and of the
Swiss Royal Guard regiments set up between 1702 and 1708 and disbanded
in 1841, or the captains’ colours of Marine Infantry battalions set up in 1717.
These morado captains’ colours were abolished by a Royal Order of 24.3.1809,
which introduced white flags for all units.!®* The colonels’ colours of Marine
Artillery brigades, which were established a few years after the Marine Infantry
battalions, were morado, as was the colour of the Royal Engineer regiment set
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1p in 1803.1% The infantry regiment ‘Inmemorial del Rey’ attempted to use a

" morado colour several times after 1738, this privilege being denied each time

until 1830, when the refiment finally got morado flags.!> The morado or purple
colour of most of these military flags was of a light, violet shade.

* The ships of the Navy belonging to the Cartagena squadron had used morado
ensigns from 1732 until 1760.*¢ While naval flags were standardised in 1785, it
took until 1843 for the colours of the Army, Navy and National Militia to be
standardised as well. A Royal Decree of that year introduced the national red
and yellow flag for all units, abolishing privileges, such as the use of a morado
colour.!7

* While the royal standard on land was morado from 1833 on, the Navy con-

® tinued to fly the crimson red royal flag on its ships whenever the Monarch came

‘J on board.’® Finally, in 1867 a new Navy flag regulation officially introduced a
§ square royal flag of a dark morado colour with the full royal arms on it.1?

‘ 2.2 The war ensign and merchant ensign

= The state flag at sea, or war ensign (De Guerra), and the national flag at sea,

or merchant ensign (Mercante), which were both introduced by Royal Order of
28 May 1785, are also shown on the chart. The war ensign has a new form of
the royal or national coat-of-arms consisting of a crowned oval shield, parted
per pale with the arms of Castile and Leon. The Navy flag regulation of 1793
extended the use of the war ensign to the Navy buildings ashore.2°

Whereas the war flag is correctly shown on the chart, the yellow top and
bottom stripes in the merchant ensign are too narrow. The original colour
drawing from the Royal Order of 28 May 1785 shows the right proportions of
the stripes. On the other hand, the red colour on the drawing is too pale and
the flags are too long, the proportion being meant to be of 3:5.2! The merchant
flag was in use until 31.12.1927, the form we know today being official as from
1.1.1928.

2.3 The revenue flag

The revenue flag (De Hacienda N.) was introduced by Royal Order of 2nd
'August, 1791, to differentiate the ships of revenue or customs from those of
the Navy. The original eoloured' drawing accompanying the Royal Order of
179122 has the coat-of-arms quarterly Castile and Leon, flanked by the crowned
blue letters R and H, which stand for ‘Real Hacienda.” The quartered arms of
Castile and Leon denote that the revenue service depended directly from the
royal government. The full royal arms were reserved for the King and his family,
for important matters of the royal government and for the Army. The minor
royal arms, which consisted of the centuries old, traditional quartered arms of
Castile and Leon, were used to represent the state, the government and the
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nation in general. Finally, the simplified per pale arms of Castile and Leon were
for exclusive use by the Navy.

The flag chart shows the revenue flag with black H and N letters without
crowns, instead of blue R and H letters with crowns. The constitution of 1837

5 u‘ﬁa\*

- The Navy flag regulation of 13.3.1867 introduced a slightly different revenue
: flag with blue letters H and H at each side of the quartered arms, each letter
~ being surmounted by a crown.26

changed the royal revenue into a public revenue (Hacienda Publica), reflecting L

the influence of liberal, bourgeois politicians, which considered the state no more
the King’s prerogative but a domain of all the people.

In 1842 the revenue service was militarised (Royal Decree of 11.11.1842). A
unit of the Carabineros del Reino, a state police force set up in 1799 and from
1842 on falling under the war department, was in charge of the maritime revenue
service. This unit was also known as the Carabineros del Mar, the maritime
revenue service was also known as Resguardo Maritimo.

The library of the Naval Museum in Madrid keeps a letter of 4.5.1831 from
the commander of the Ferrol naval base to the Admiralty?3 complaining about
the fact that revenue cutters used the Navy ensign with the addition of tiny
and almost invisible black letters R and H at each side of the arms - the letters
not even being crowned - instead of the revenue ensign. Navy authorities then
ordered the revenue cutters to fly the flag according to regulations.

From 1842 on, the Carabineros began to use the N avy ensign on their vessels
again, arguing first, that the revenue was no longer royal but public or national,
hence the use of the letters R and H on the flag were outdated, and second, that
they were no longer civilians but belonged to the armed forces, thus having the
right to use the Navy ensign.

In 1848 this controversy reached the highest Naval authorities®!: the Cara-
bineros no longer wanted to use the letters R and H, nor the quartered arms, and
the Navy would not allow them to use the exclusive naval parted per pale arms,
but it would consider to alter the letters into CDR. (Carabineros del Reino), or
into R and M (Resguardo Maritimo). An anecdote tells, that the logical changé
to the letters H and P (Hacienda Publica) was out of question, since these letters
would vulgarly be interpreted as ‘Hijos de Puta’ (sons of a bitch)! Finally, a
Royal Order of 1.2.1850 tried to settle the dispute by ordering the Carabineros
to keep the old flag with the crowned letters R and H, as stipulated in the Navy
flag regulation of 1793.

Nevertheless struggle for a change and confusion of officials on the correct
form and use of the revenue flag continued, as can be seen on this chart. I
haven’t been able to locate any official document regarding a revenue flag with
black letters H and N and no crowns. So, if we assume that the design was not

Just an error, then this flag must have been some sort of compromise by the Hy-
drographic Office, which obviously had no authoritative guidance in the matter.
Again, in a letter of 6.3.1858 the Minister of the Navy informed the Minister of
War, supreme commander of the Carabineros, that the Queen wanted the flag
of the revenue service to be as it had always been since the Navy flag regulation
of 1793, that is, with blue R and H letters with blue crowns at each side of the
quartered coat-of-arms.2°

fogteshe. .
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2.4 The mail flag

The mail flag (Correos Maritimos) was introduced by a Royal Order of 8th
March 1793 by adding an olive branch and a laurel branch to the per-pale
arms.?” The branches were originally held together by the ribbon of the order
of Charles III, consisting of a triband of sky-blue, white and sky-blue. Spanish
mail vessels had already used these olive and laurel branches with the same
ribbon on their white ensign with the royal arms since the service was crefated
in 1777 (Royal Order of 26.1.1777). The ribbon on the chart has the national
colours red and yellow instead, a change nowhere recorded. This slight change
however reflects, in my opinion, the political position of the Navy at the time, in
concordance with the slow evolution from a royal to a national state, as ca'n'be
seen with the change from a royal to a national revenue. Perhaps the abolition

§ in 1843 of all flag designs other than the red and yellow one influenced the
%ﬁj change of the ribbon into the national colours as well.

It may be argued that it was easier to use red and yellow water-colours,
which obviously were at hand, instead of a light shade of blue, which had Fo be
specially mixed for just this tiny detail. But since the chart is carefully printed
in most detailed outlines and as carefully painted, it seems unlikely to me that
such an arbitrary decision was just due to carelessness. The red colour (.)f the
Royal standard also has a slightly darker shade than all other red colours in the
chart. The ribbon must have been painted deliberately with the national and
not with the royal colours.

This mail ensign was in use until 1867, when a war ensign with the b.lue
letters C and M flanking the coat-of-arms was introduced for ships carrying
mail.

2.5 The Royal Philippine Company

The flag of the Royal Philippine Company (Compaiifa de Filipinas) was intx:o—
diiced by Royal Order of 25.9.1785 and had the arms of the town of Manila
placed on the red stripe below the royal arms.?® The Manila coat—of-arr_ns had
been granted in 1596 and consisted of a yellow tower with blue door and w;r;dows
on red {Castile) over a white sea-lion on blue, over all the royal crown.”” The
arms were slightly altered in 1826 by putting a little royal crown on top of the
tower. The drawing of the arms which originally accompanied the royal order
has been lost, so only various slightly different designs from other sources are
known. When the chart was printed in 1854, the company had already ceased
to exist for 20 years - the flag thus being obsolete since 1834 - and probably
nobody at the Hydrographic Office exactly knew about this flag. This perhaps
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may explain to some extent why the Manila arms are missing in the flag and
why only an awkwardly drawn crown is placed there.

2.6 The Royal Maritime Company

The last flag on the first row belongs to the Royal Maritime Company, better
known as ‘Whale Hunting’ (Pesca de la Ballena), since this was the purpose
of the company. The flag, established by Royal Decree of 7.9.1789, had the
company’s emblem on each of the red stripes of a war ensign without royal
arms.>® The oval emblem contains a black ship with black and white rigging on
a blue sea and white sky. It is surmounted by a golden crown and surrounded
by various nautical instruments and symbols of commerce. The Decree was
accompanied by a coloured drawing of the flag, so we know that the flag on the
chart is identical to the original flag, the adorning symbols around the emblem
lacking on the flag. At the end of 1809, having run out of ships during the
Napoleonic war and thus not being able to renew the 20-year contract with the
state, the company ceased to exist and with it the flag. So the chart shows
again an anachronism.

The reason for including this obsolete flag, like the flag of the Royal Philip-
pine Company, presumably was the Hydrographic Office’s aim to show all Span-
ish maritime flags since 1785. The 1793 Navy flag regulation, whose text was
repeated by the Navy flag regulation of 1802, and which was still effective in
1854, specifically described the war and civil ensigns as well as the revenue and
mail flags, but it mentioned only in a general way flags of companies, without
specifﬁing them. Until 1854 only the two previously mentioned companies had
existed.

2.7 'The flag to call a pilot

The last distinguishing flag of the Navy is the flag to call a pilot (De pedir
Practico), introduced by Royal Order of 22.1.1827.3! The order followed the
example of the British Navy, which had intrqduced a special flag for pilots in
1824.32 The chart shows a flag with 24 white and.red squares, the uppermost
at the hoist being white. The original design- accompanying the Royal Order
shows only 12 squares, the uppermost at the hoist being red. Perhaps at some
stage the Admiralty decided to have two of these original 12-square flags sewn
together; I have been unable to locate any document relating to this change.
The famous Le Gras flag album33, printed only 4 years later than this chart,
shows the flag with only 20 squares.
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' 3 Pennants, streamers and triangular flags

2

‘ The pennants and streamers shown on the second row of the chart were used
" by the Navy to distinguish ranks, their position on the various masts of a ship

(generally mainmast, foremast and mizzenmast) and their combination denoting
a certain rank or commission of an officer or of the ship. The marginal text on the
chart, which corresponds to the unchanged Navy Regulation of 1793, explains
their significance and use. Spanish naval flag terminology cannot easily be

% translated into English, but it seems suitable to call the corneta a pennant, the

gallardetdn a broad pennant, the gallardete a commission pennant3* (also known
as masthead pennant) and the yellow, white and red grimpolas streamers. The
red and yellow commission pennant (Gallardete) shows the arms of Castile and

" Leon'per pale on a yellow square at the hoist.

% So, a pennant (Corneta) flown at the mainmast denotes a lieutenant-general
who is captain-general of a department commanding a naval squadron. The
broad pennant (Gallardeton) on top of the mainmast identifies a brigadier or a
non-subordinated sea-captain in command of a ship. The commission pennant

® (Gallardete) flown at the mainmast distinguishes a frigate captain and any other
& officer of inferior rank in command of a ship and not subordinated. If in one

or more naval squadrons rank flags identical to the one of the commanding
officer are flown, then these other flags will be flown below a yellow streamer
(Grimpola).

The square war ensign (with the arms positioned in the centre of the flag)
isinot shown on the chart, but its function is described in the text; if flown at
the mainmast it is the flag of the captain general of the fleet, when flown at the
foremast it denotes the presence of a lieutenant general, whereas the presence
of a chief of a naval squadron is signalled by the flag flown at the mizzenmast.
A multitude of other ranks and functions are signalled by different pennants on
different masts, sometimes in combination with a streamer.

The central part of the chart shows triangular flags ( Triangulares) used in
the Navy to distinguish the ships in charge of the different coast-guard divisions.
These flags, shorter and broader than streamers (grimpolas), are numeral flags
from the Spanish Navy signal code of ‘Mazarredo’, which had been introduced
by Royal Order of 30.7.1845. Coast-guard ships, which fell under the maritime
revenue service, wore the revenue flag at the rear and the triangular divisional
or numeral flag at the top.

4 Maritime register flags

The same Royal Order of 30.7.1845 also introduced a set of 35 maritime province
flags to distinguish ships from the various maritime provinces of the mainland
and of the colonies, the flags becoming effective as of 4.8.1845.35 These flags
were designed by Navy officials in an arbitrary, but geometric and beautiful
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way using up to 4 colours - red, white, blue and yellow - which were perfectly
visible at long distance. Merchant ships, fishing boats and pleasure yachts had
to wear the flag of their province on top and the merchant flag at the rear (at
least when entering harbour or in sight of a warship). The chart shows all of
the original 36 flags arranged in alphabetical order, first the rectangular flags of
the peninsula, then the swallow-tailed flags of the colonies. It is not known why
the flag of Iviza was arranged between those of Vivero and Havana, disturbing
thus the alphabetical order; perhaps it is because Ibiza used to be spelled in
earlier times Yviza.

The accompanying text prescribes for these maritime province flags, also
known as register flags, a proportion of 230cm x 334cm for big ships and of
184cm x 267cm for coastal ships. The tails of swallow-tailed flags had to mea-
sure half the length of the flag. The original order of 1845 also stipulated that
the width of crosses and borders on the flags had to be one fifth of the total
flag width. The sides of squares measured half the flag’s width. The chart
not only respects these proportions, it also updates the register flags, a new
province having been established in Cuba between 1845 and 1854 - Nuevitas.
The swallow-tailed red and blue flag of Nuevitas is included in the chart, thus
bringing to 36 the total number of register flags.

It is probable that the introduction of this set of maritime province flags
was one of the principal motivations to publish the flag chart. The register
flags are no longer used today, but they have never officially been abolished?®;
official publications of the Spanish merchant navy department showed these
flags as recently as 1974.37 The register flags underwent a series of amendments
and changes since they were established in 1845, new maritime provinces being
created, old ones being abolished.38

The official Spanish signal book of 18943 contains a plate showing register
flags in use at the time, with the flag of Gran Canaria (diagonally divided
from lower hoist to upper fly into an upper yellow and a lower blue triangle)
and the amended form of the flag of La Coruiia (a diagonal stripe of blue from
upper hoist to lower fly). A Royal Order of 15.7.1905 established the Pontevedra
maritime province and its diagonally quartered flag of blue and white, the upper
triangle being blue.* In 1923, the white rectangles of the flag of Villagarcia were
changed into yellow ones, and later still, on 30.8.1932, the Castellén maritime
province was established, its flag being chequered like the Ferrol flag, but with
red and white instead of blue and white. 4!

5 Influence of maritime register flags on
Spanish vexillology

Register flags had an enormous impact on modern civic vexillology of coastal
regions of Spain. Some coastal regions, provinces or towns, as well as yacht
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clubs and shipping companies, lacking historic, traditional flags or having lost
the memory of such, adopted new flags on the basis of their home register
flags.#? At the end of the last century political liberties made it possible to
develop local councils, which were seeds of regionalism and which gave birth to
local flags. In many cases the only local flag familiar to the people at the time
was the register flag which they had seen on the ships of their home town and
with which the people could easily identify. This explains why many coastal
towns simply placed their arms on the register flag to create a municipal flag,
or even just adopted the plain register flags as their own. The towns of La
Corufia, Alicante, Gijén, El Ferrol, Villagarcia de Arosa, efc., use a municipal
flag consisting of the register flag with the city’s arms in the centre. The plain
register flag is used by the towns of Huelva, Algeciras, Vigo, Bilbao, Pontevedra,
etc.

The influence of register flags on civic vexillology is especially obvious in the
Atlantic regions of Spain, where industry and commerce developed earlier and
more vigorously, but also where emigration was strongest. After the civil war of
1936-1939, the use of municipal flags and of some historical regional flags was
tolerated but not encouraged. The regional flags of Galicia, Aragon, Asturias,
Catalonia, Mallorca and Valencia were permitted to be flown only for “folkloric’
purposes. When Franco died in 1975, Spanish civic vexillology began to flourish
again.*® Regional councils were established. When the region of Galicia was
established in 1981, it adopted the register flag of La Corufia as its regional
flag, and when in the same year the region of Cantabria was established it
adopted the register flag of Santander as its regional flag. The Canary Islands
region adopted in 1982 a vertical tricolour of white, blue and yellow, combining
thus the colours of the register flags of Tenerife and Gran Canaria.** Today, out
of 14 official regional flags two once were simple register flags and a third one
undeniably has its origin in register flags.

Not surprisingly, many yacht clubs adopted burgees based on register flags,
starting with the Nautical Club of Bilbao in 1881 (white with a red canton with
white star).4®> Many shipping companies also adopted a house flag based on the
home harbour register flag, generally adding letters, a monogram or other sym-
bols to the plain register flag. The official Spanish ships’ list, issued annually
since 1871, sometimes includes a series of flag plates in colour, showing distin-
guishing flags of the Navy, register flags and house flags of national shipping
lines and fishery companies.4®

6 The marginal text on the flag chart

The Spanish text in the margin of the flag chart is reproduced here for the sake
of completeness. An English translation of extracts of this original text follows
afterwards. The text reads:

El Estandarte Real se arbolara siempre que se embarquen el Rey,
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Reyna, Principe 6 Princesa de Asturias; y en ausencia de estas Au-
_gusta,s Personas, cuando lo verifiquen los Infantes de Espafia: en
iguales terminos se verificars en las embarcaciones menores.

. I:,a bandera cuadra de guerra, arbolada al tope mayor, es la in-
signia del Capitan Gral. de la Armada, al tope de trinquete de
Teniente Gral. y al de mesana, de Gefe de Escuadra.

La corneta arbolada al tope mayor, es la insignia de Teniente

Gral., Capitan Gral. de Departamento con mando de Escuadra.,

' .El gallardetén 6 rabo de gallo, arbolado al tope mayor, es la
Insignia de Brigadier, 6 Capitan de navio no subordinado con r’nando
de buque.

El gallardete arbolado al tope mayor, es la insignia del Capitan
de fragata y demas oficiales de grados inferiores sin distincion, con
mando de buque, no estando subordinados. 7

Son insignias de preferencia, para el Teniente Grél., la corneta al
tqpe mayor, para el Gefe de Escuadra, la bandera cuadra al tope de
trinquete y para el Brigadier ¢ Capitan de navio, Comandantes de
Escuadra, la bandera cuadra al tope de mesana.

_ Habiendo en una 6 mas Escuadras concurrentes varias insignias
iguales 4 la del Comandante Gril., 6 mas antiguo de los Coman-
dantes Grales., se pondra grimpola amarilla encima de aquellas.

Concurriendo en mar 6 puerto bajeles sueltos, Divisiones ¢ Es-
cuadras al mando de oficiales particulares con diverso destino, no
habiendo Escuadra de oficial Gral,, el Brigadier 6 Capitan de n;zvio
mas antiguo, arbolard su gallardeton correspondiente; el que siga
de cualquier grado con comision separada, gallardete y los demas
Comandantes tendran sus gallardetes debajo de grimpola amarilla.

En las embarcaciones menores 6 botes, el Capitan Gral. de la
Armada llevar4 la bandera en su asta delante de la Carroza 6 al
tope del palo mayor; los Capitanes Griles. de Departamento en
los puertos de su comprension ¢ mandando Escuadra, la corneta
en el mismo parage, los Tenientes Griles. 6 Gefes de E,)scuadra la

bandera 4 proa 6 al tope de trinquete; los Brigadieres, Capitanes, de
navio y de fragata, oficiales de ordenes de las Escuadras y lo mismo
cualquier otro oficial 6 guardia marina que mande bajel, llevardn
la bandera 4 popa yendo en su lancha 6 bote, y los Ayuc,iantes de
Departamento, Escuadra 6 Division, cuando vayan de oficio: pero
fuera, dg esta circunstancia, desde el guardia marina hasta el Teiliente
de navio inclusive, no podran largar la bandera sino solamente el
asta arbolada 4 popa; equivaliendo 4 la bandera, larga 4 popa un

- gallardete largo en asta puesto 4 proa, y al asta de bandera el asta

con el gallardete arrolado puesto 4 popa.
Concurriendo Tenientes Griles. 6 Gefes de Escuadra de una 6
mas Escuadras, los ultimos usardn de una grimpola pequefia roja

sobre las insignias de sus faluas; el Comandante Gril. en Gefe,
pondrd un grimpolon amarillo del largo de la insignia: si son dos las
Escuadras, el 2.° lo pondra rojo, y si tres el de la 3.2 blanco; y del
propio modo el Capitan Gral. de la Armada 6 el de Departamento en
su residencia, cuando hubiese en el mismo parage quien pueda usar
de igual insignia, pondra encima de la suya, aun llevandola aferrada,
el grimpolon amarillo para distinguirse.

El Brigadier 6 Capitan de navio que mande Escuadra, usard de
la bandera & proa en puerto estrangero, no habiendo oficial Gral. 6
particular de mas grado 6 antigiiedad.

Los intendentes de Departamento 6 Escuadra, llevaran tambien
la bandera & proa, afiadiendo la grimpola roja cuando pueda haber
equivocacion de otra insignia semejante.

Los intendentes subordinados, comisarios ordenadores, de guerra
y de Provincia, podran en todo tiempo largar la bandera & popa,
como tambien los oficiales de contaduria cuando ejerzan de ministros
principales de una Escuadra 6 vayan y vuelvan de actos de revista 6
pagamentos; fuera de estos casos, solo llevarén el asta arbolada, y lo
mismo los contadores de navio y fragata, oficiales supernumerarios
y los Capellanes.

Se graduardn por la regla antecedente las insignias que deven usar
los oficiales del Ejercito cuando se embarquen en los botes, tanto
en Espafia como en América, siendo peculiar & solo los Capitanes
Griles. la bandera cuadra delante de la Carroza 6 al tope mayor en
todas partes, y & los Vireyes en los puertos de sus Vireynatos, y la
corneta en el mismo parage en sus respectivas jurisdiciones 6 desti-
nos 3 los Capitanes Grales., de Reyno 6 Provincia, 6 Comandantes
Gréles. de Ejercito, que fueran Tenientes Grales.: usando estos fuera
de los espresados casos y los Mariscales de Campo en los mismos y
en todas partes la bandera 2 proa.

Rejiran las propias reglas para las insignias que deban largarse
en las faluas & las personas de otras gerarqgiuas, que se embarquen
en ella: la del Capitan Gral. & los Grandes de Espafia, Consegeros
de Estado, Arzobispo de Toledo Primado del Reyno, Caballeros del
Toison, Gran Canciller y Grandes Cruces de Carlos 3°. Embajadores
que son 6 han sido; y la bandera & proa 4 los Minisitros plenipotencia-
rios y & los Obispos; y las mismas respectivamente & los personages
estrangeros, seguun sus grados militares 6 caracter, y & las mugeres

de los que gozan honores de armas 6 de saludo; pero si los Grandes
de Espafia &. Sirviesen en la Armada 6 Ejercito, sus insignias se
cefiiran 4 su grado militar.

Los correos maritimos usardn de gallardete aun en concurren-
cia de bajeles de guerra poniendolo en este caso bajo de grimpola
amarilla, pero 3 vista de oficial Gral. solo lo mantendrin hasta el
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but in view of a General officer they shall fly it only until the mail
has been delivered. .
In Convoys chartered by the State the merchant ships shall wear
the war ensign as long as commissioneq. .
b Ships of the revenue service, Corsairs and shu_)s of the Compa—
1 nies may fly a commission pennant when out of sight of war sh1gs,
i and the private merchantmen may only fly it below a streamer in
those foreign harbours where no ship of the Navy or any other ship
commanded by a Navy officer is present. '
Private Corsairs shall fly the same flag as the ships of the NaV};
during war time; but doing both corsair and commerce, they shal

add the badge to be appointed.

desembarco de los pliegos.

En los Convois fletados por cuenta del Estado, usaran los buques
mercantes la bandera de guerra durante la comision.

Los buques de rentas, los Corsarios y los de Compaiiias, podran
arbolar gallardete fuera de la vista de los de guerra, y los particu-
lares mercantes, solo podrén arbolarlo bajo grimpola en los puertos
estrangeros en que no halla embarcacion de I3, Armada ¢ particular
mandada por oficial de ella.

Los Corsarios particulares en tiempo de guerra, usaran de la
misma bandera que los buques de la Armada; pero ejecutandolo en
corso y mercancia, deverdn afiadir el distintivo que se les sefiale.

(Ordenanzas Generales de la Armada.)

A small part of the above text is translated in the section on pennants and ¢ Notes and references
streamers. Further excerpts of the Spanish text are translated here: - :d. Direccién
1. Banderas, Insignias y Contraseiias Maritimas Espafiolas. Madrid, Direcci

--- In minor ships or boats, the Captain General of the Fleet shall General de Hidrografia, Afio de 1854.

fly his flag on a mast at the stern of the boat or on the mainmast;
the Captain Generals of Department, whilst in harbour of their area,
or commanding a Squadron, shall carry a pennant at the same place,
the Lieutenant Generals or Chiefs of Squadron, a flag at stern or at

2. Sentenach, Narciso; El escudo de Espana. Tip. de la Revista de Arch., Bibl. y
Museos. Madrid, 1916.

. o
3. Ordenanzas Generales de la Armada Naval. Parte primera, tomo I°, tratado

the top of the foremast. The Brigadiers, ship Captains and frigate L 4°, titulo 30, De los saludos 4 bordo, cap. I. “Arboldndose para G‘}’;’:ﬁ’:‘r‘; I;i
Captains, first officers of the squadrons and any other officer or cadet : Estandarte Real en qualquier baxel de la Armada, toS 08 éosagufa:einsignias los
in command of a ship shall carry the flag at the rear whilst on their el puerto, incluso en el que se arbolare, '?r'ar?’noszsn ZI; f; 9.1802. Madrid.
boat, and the Adjutants of Department, Squadron or Division, while S que las tuvieren, y todos sus gallardetes;” Real Orde T

on commission; but apart from these circumstances, all from the 4. Fernandez Duro, Ceséreo; Los colores nacionales, in: Museo Espaiiol de Antigiiedades,
cadet to the ships’ Lieutenant inclusively, shall not fly the flag but ’ Vol. IV. Madrid, 1874.

keep it rolled on the mast at the rear. The ensign at the rear is ' ) itos: Ms. 1441. Banderas VIIL. doc.
equivalent to a long commission pennant at the stern, and the flag 5. Museo Naval, Madrid. Biblioteca, manuscritos: Ms. ) )

mast is equivalent to a rolled commission pennant at the rear. T 24, fol. 71-74. 1827.

If Lieutenant Generals or Squadron Chiefs from one or more
Squadrons meet, the last ones shall use a small red streamer above
their rank flag on the boat; The Supreme Commander shall fly a
yellow streamer as long as the rank flag: if there are 2 Squadrons, . ideraciones sobre el
the second shall fly a red streamer, and if 3, the third shall use a 7. Represa, Amando; El pendén real de Qastllla y og;IS Sc 4‘12210 :;?lcg_)s
white one. .... reino. Ambito Ediciones S.A., Valladolid, 1983. IS '

.... The Brigadier or ships’ Captain in command of a Squadron
shall fly a flag at the stern in foreign harbours, if no officer of older
age or higher rank is present. ’ ! - .

. i Est. Cer6n y Li-

The superintendents of a Department or a Squadron shall also fly ’ 9. Puelles y Puelles, Antonio, Sfmbolos Nacionales de Espafia, Es y

6. Fernandez Duro, Ceséareo; Disquisiciones Néuticas, conformacién, adornz }fbar-
. mamento de naves antiguas, Disquisicién Sexta, Banderas. Imprenta de Aribau
(sucesores de Rivadeneira). Madrid, 1876.

' 8. Cénovas del Castillo, A.; La Escarapela Roja y las Banderas y Divisas usadas
en Espaiia. Est. Tipogéfico de Fortanet. Madrid, 1912.

the flag at the stern, adding the red streamer should ever a similar brerfa Cervantes. C4diz y Madrid, 1941.
rank flag lead to a mistake. ....

... 'The maritime mail shall use the commission pennant even in
the presence of war ships, but flying it below a yellow streamer if 50, ’

10. Conde de las Navas; Atributos de la realeza, el estandarte real, in: Blanco y
Negro, n° 576, Madrid, 17.5.1902.
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11. Fernandez Duro, Cesdreo; Tradiciones Infundadas. Est. Tipografico “Sucesores
de Rivadeneira”. Madrid, 1888. '

12. Sdarez Inclén, Julidn; Banderas y Estandartes de los'Cuerpos Militares. Talleres
del Depésito de la Guerra. Madrid, 1907.

13. Infanterfa de Marina (1537-1987). Centro Cultural del Conde Duque, Ayun-
tamiento de Madrid. Servicio de Relaciones Culturales, DRISDE, Ministerio de
Defensa. Madrid, 1987. ISBN 84-505-5108-0.

14. Alvarez Rodriguez, Rafael; Algunas banderas de las tropas de Ingenieros, in:

Banderas, n° 52, septiembre 1994. Boletin de la Sociedad Espafiola de Vex-
ilologfa, Barcelona.

15. Manzano Lahoz, Antonio; La evolucién de las banderas, in: Militaria, revista de
cultura militar, n° 9, Universidad Complutense. Madrid, 1997. ISSN 0214-8765.

»

16. see note 4 (Fernandez Duro, GC.).

17. Ministerio de la Guerra. Real Decreto, 13.10.1843 (Gaceta de Madrid, 15.10.1843).

“Siendo la bandera nacional el verdadero sfmbolo de la monarquia espafiola, ha
llamado la atencion del Gobierno Ia diferencia que existe entre aquella y las
particulares de los cuerpos del ejército. Tan notable diferencia trae su origen del
que tuvo cada uno de esos mismos cuerpos; porque formados bajo la dominacién
¢ influjo de los diversos reinos, provincias 6 pueblos en que estaba antiguamente
dividida la Espaiia, cada cual adopté los colores 6 blasones de aquel que le
daba nombre. La unidad de la monarquia espafiola y la actual organizacion del
ejército y demds dependencias del Estado, exigen imperiosamente desaparezcan
todas las diferencias que hasta ahora han subsistido sin otro fundamento que el
recuerdo de esa division local perdida desde bien lejanos tiempos. Por tanto, el
Gobierno provisional, en nombre de S.M. la reina dofia Isabel II, ha venido en
decretar lo siguiente: Art 1° Las banderas y estandartes de todos los cuerpos &
institutos que componen el ejército, la armada y la milicia nacional, seran iguales
en colores 4 la bandera de guerra espaiiola, y colocados éstos por el mismo érden
que lo estdn en ella. Art. 2° Log cuerpos que por privilegio 4 otra circunstancia
llevan hoy el pendon morado de Castilla, usarén en las nuevas banderas una
corbata del mismo color morado ¥ del ancho de las de San Fernando, tnica
diferencia que habr4 entre todas las banderas del ejército, & excepcion de las
condecoraciones militares que hayan ganado 6 en lo sucesivo ganaren. .... Dado
en Madrid 4 13 de Octubre de 1843.”

18. Ferndndez Gaytdn, José; La bandera de la Marina Espaiiola, in: Revista de
Historia Naval, Afio II, n° 6. Madrid, 1984.

19. Marina. Real Decreto, 13.3.1867. Instruccién sobre Insignias y Banderas, Hon-
ores y Saludos, que debe sustitufr al tratado 4° de las Ordenanzas Generales
de 1793. Insignias, art. 15, Estandarte Real: “El buque en que embarque S.M.
la Reina, Rey, Principe 6 Princesa de Astiirias & Infantes de Espafia, arbolarg
al tope mayor el Estandarte Real, que es bandera cuadrada de color morado
oscuro, con todos los cuarteles de las armas Reales.” Madrid, 1867.
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Primera, Tomo I., Banderas
Generales de la Armada Naval. Parte ‘ , :
° Sl;g::lgﬁ:sas tratado 4°, titulo 1°, art. 50. “Sera la misma Banl<liera l}ieal l;ie mi
’ , los Arsenales y Astilleros de ella, en

Armada la que se use y deba abolarse en R ' ' \
i fas de Guardias Marinas, en las

1 uarteles y Observatorios de las Compaiifas :

E(Z):cgelas doctrinales de Artillerfa, y en otros puesto§ qualesquiera qalfil fle;;ind::
de la Marina.” En Madrid, en la imprenta de la viuda de Don Joachin Ibarra.

1793.

i it 1785, Teil 1, in: Vexilla
Emil; Das spanische Flaggenwesen zur See sei , Te e
2 ?I::T\)r’:tri’ca nll?:and VI,p20. Jahrgang. Schweizerische Gesellschaft fiir Fahnen- und

Flaggenkunde, Ziirich, 1988.

22. Museo Naval, Madrid. Biblioteca, manuscritos: Ms. 1337, doc. 31, fol. 150.
1791. '

23. Museo Naval, Madrid. Biblioteca, manuscritos: Ms. 1441, doc. 26, fol. 84-95.
1831.

24. Museo Naval, Madrid. Biblioteca, manuscritos: Ms. 1338, fol. 194-231, covering
Navy correspondence from 1848 to 1850.

25. Museo Naval, Madrid. Biblioteca, manuscritos: Ms. 1338, fol. 232-235. 1858.

26. Instruccién sobre insignias y banderas, honores y saludos que dgge SUSUX;?
. al tratado 4° de las Ordenanzas generales de la A'rmada de '17 '1 d(;
3°, de Embarcaciones de Hacienda: “Las Embarcaciones propr dg rax(rilol

rci isi del resguardo, tendrdn bandera de los
Hacienda empleados en las comisiones dn bendera o los
i istribucién de estos que la de guerra, con la di a de
propios colores y distri . a diferencia do ser
i tilla y Leon, y al medio
etidos y cruzados los escudos de Cas
ng de c>(,)10r azul, con corona encima de cada una de .estas letras.”...Dado en
Pe‘xlacio 4 trece de Marzo de mil ochocientos sesenta y siete.

27. Dreyer, Emil; “A concise history of mail flags.” A lecltgug; a;.‘ }I;h(; :E)Zéefixiegrsnz;
4 , i i -27 August . The
1 Congress of Vexillology. Zurich, 23 ust, 19¢ : :
:lﬁ:l éonzregss are to be published soon by the Swiss Vexillological Society.

28. Dreyer, Emil: Das spanische Flaggenwesen zur See §eit 1.785, Q.Teil {—1 I—lIist:i)(l:rae
. des pa:rillons maritimes espagnoles depuis 1785, suite, in: V?xﬂla elve (i
Band VII, 22./23. Jahrgang. Schweizerische Gesellschaft fiir Fahnen- un

, 22./23.

Flaggenkunde, Ziirich, 1990/91.

i ing: State Arms and Seals of
. Heisser, David C.R.; Child of the Sun Returning _ ' ’
» gezsliixilippines, in: éomunicaciones, XI Congreso Int'ernac’lonal de Vexilologia,
Madrid, 26-31 mayo 1985. Sociedad Espaiiola de Vexilologia.

30. Museo Naval, Madrid. Biblioteca, manuscritos: Ms. 1337, doc. 28, fol. 142,
7.9.1789.

s o
31. Dreyer, Emil; The Spanish flag to call a pilot, in: Flaggenmitteilung, n° 100.
Liestal, 1984.
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32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38..

39.

40.
41.
42.

43.

44.

45.

46.
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Philippe, Lucien; Les pavillons d’appel a un pilote, in: Beitrige zum 8. Interna-
tionalen Kongress fiir Vexillologie, Wien, 25-29 June 1979, Heeresgeschichtliches
Museum, Wien.

Le Gras, M.A.; Album des Pavillons, Guidons, Flammes de toutes les puis-
Sances maritimes, avec texte par M.A. Le Gras. Publié sous le Ministere de S.E.
PAmiral Hamelin, Secrétaire d’Etat au Département de la Marine. Au Dépét
des Cartes et Plans de la Marine. Chromolith. par A. Bry. Paris, 1858,

Crampton, William; FlagFax, a Flagmaster Supplement. Series E, No. 3
(nomenclature), in: Flagmaster 066/67. The Flag Institute Bulletin, Chester,
1989/90.

Museo Naval, Madrid. Biblioteca, manuscritos: Ms. 1335, doc. 19, fol. 194-195,
Real Orden de 4.8.1845.

Herreros Agiii, Sebastidn; Contrasefias de las provincias marftimas espafiolas,
in: Banderas, n° 24-25, diciembre 1987. Boletin de la Sociedad Espafiola de
Vexilologia, Barcelona..

Lista Oficial de Buques de Espaiia. Subsecretaria de la Marina Mercante.
(9-1.6.) Banderas de matriculas de las provincias marftimas. Madrid, 1974.

Dreyer, Emil; Las banderas de matricula espafiolas (1), in: Banderas, n° 11,
Junio 1984. Boletin de la Sociedad Espaifiola de Vexilologia, Barcelona.

Perea y Orive, Antonio; Cédigo de sefiales para uso de la Marina de Guerra.
Imprenta del Cuerpo de Infanterfa de Marina. Madrid, 1894, (Note: The diago-
nal division of the flag of Gran Canaria is shown incorrectly in this book, that is
from upper hoist to lower fly, instead of showing the correct division from lower
hoist to upper fly.)

see note 38 (Dreyer, E.)
see note 36 (Herreros Agiif, S.)

Dreyer, Emil; Las banderas de matricula espafiolas (2), in: Banderas, n° 12,
septiembre 1984. Boletin de 1a Sociedad Espaiiola de Vexilologfa, Barcelona.

Dreyer, Emil; Regional flags of Spain, an overview, in: Flagmaster, serial 035,
dateline 1.12.1981. The Flag Institute Bulletin, Chester.

Sudrez Rosales, Manuel; Historia de la bandera canaria. Ecotopia Ediciones,
Santa Cruz de Tenerife, 1981.

Arderius y Rivera, José; Federacién Espaﬁola de Clubs Nauticos, Anuario 1912,
Establecimiento Tipogréfico de la viuda de A. Alvarez. Madrid, 1912,

Gonzalez Mieres, Pedro & Durén Rodriguez, Adolfo; Las banderas de matricula

en Cantabria (1), in: Banderas, n° 7, abril 1983, and (2) in: Banderas, n° 8,
agosto 1983. Boletin de la Sociedad Espaiiola de Vexilologia, Barcelona.
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grrrrlliilDr;‘;grewas born in Wettingen, Switzerland in 1952. He studied medicine

at the University of Berne, followed by p9stgraduate traiilinri é?,;aoﬁg:?;l?izgﬁf

in Switzerland. Since 1?8(18 hedhl:i,saspga;z;szi szhat egrzr.ler p
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of the vexilllogical assocations of PLAV. and of some hesaldic socieies a mell.

ADDRESS: Flurweg 43, 3052 Zollikofen, Switzerland



Plate 40

BANDERAS, INSIGNIAS Y CONTRASENAS MARITIMAS ESPANOLAS.

Estandarte Real I I | I I Imrm De Hacienda N. Correos Maritimos Compania de Pilipinas Pesca de la Ballena

- &M*

Mercante Cometa Gallardeton Gallardete Grimpolas De pedir Practico

TRIANGULARES CC)NQUE SE DISTINGUEN LOS BUQUES DE CADA DIVISION DE GUARDA COSTAS RIGIENDO A SUS NUMERATES

%, Cadiz 2? Malaga 3! Alicante 4? Barcelona 5? Coruna 6? Baleares

Top half of Spanish navy flag chart of 1854

Figure la



Plate 41

BANDERAS QUE PARA DISTINGUIRSE EN MAR Y EN PUERTO LOS BUQUES MERCANTES DE LAS PROVINCIAS MARJTIMAS DE ESPANA Y ULTRAMAR DEVEN ARBOLAR AL TOPE MAYOR AL TIEMPO DE LARGAR LA NACIONAL
Las de los buques de travesia tendhin cinco panes de ancho y cuatro varas de largo, y las de los de cabotage cuatro panes de ancho y tres varas con siete pulgadas largo. Las puntas de las cometas tendrn de laigo la mitad de esias.

DIRECCION DE HIDROGRARA, MADRID, ANO DE 1854.

Bottom half of Spanish navy flag chart of 1854

Figure 1b



