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13TH INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS 
WHAT, WHEN AND WHERE

For 5 days and 6 nights, from Sunday 24 to Friday 29 September 1989, the 
Flag Society of Australia was host to the 13th international gathering of 
vexillologists in the southern hemisphere city of Melbourne at its main 
University campus.

53 people registered, some 38 attended for the duration to hear 16 papers, to 
view 3 exhibits of flags from exotic places and of exotic design - particularly 
those of the New Guinea highlands, and the avant garde Baumann collection - 
to take part in 5 seminars and visit the shrines of Australia's Eureka flag icon 
in the City of Ballarat.

Some of the Congress events, including the formal proceedings of FIAV, were 
held outside Melbourne, in Ballarat, and at another venue of settler 
significance, the city of Echuca, home of the Murray River flag.

Another event to remark was the display of flags and photo opportunity at 
Melbourne's Exhibition building, where the first official design chosen for 
Australia's national flag was announced and first unfurled.

Delegates had the opportunity to trade informal notes at various venues, 
sometimes over a loaf of bread and jug of wine or three, or riding the waves 
upon Australia's largest inland waterway.

The closing ceremony saw, the formal unfurling of the new FSA flag, and the 
first presentation of the Vexillon award for excellence in promoting flagcraft. 
Other events of that theatrical night are perhaps best glossed over, but when 
the last vexiveil had been wafted, and the damsels had departed, perhaps the 
last word on the Australian Congress belongs to delegate Peter Orenski:

You guys couldn't play a straight show if you saw one.
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World Vexillologists head
Downunder
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WELCOME to Molboumo — tho vonuo tor tho tlrtt gathoring In th* 
Southam Kemlaphpra ol Vaainologlala from around tho world.

llie Rap Sodriy of Aiistfalii was 
nuWithcJ hcrr in Melbourne back 
in laic I9S3, Jcvoinl to icKaa'hinfu 
meKT«iii| and triiblicisina Auura. 
iia't fla; Imiory and culmie repiil« 
leu ot ns synibiilisni.

Amtralia hat had ■ Mirv>itin{t) t*t}« 
nvnhn ol 1U|I dwrine itt Kbiivclj' thent 
pct:okl of creorJed hUUH). Kltlboiirne Itat 
eU»(J 1 t>(Hihcanl put m AutUalia't fl*| 
kitier^

Thr tun ventirn nr ihe Ausiralinn na- 
riona) fltj of the newt? euaWtihed Corn- 
mnnoealth of Autliatia was annuunced 
acil h(U Mtird here in Sepiember 1901.

Krai MeltMunie the wnitd famoui Eo- 
uU lljt *<> raited in ttcfamhrr 1V>4 by 
|nl<t ruincit prolcttina about the over (t« 
tlni-tivt minina la«a In BalUrat.

Ill June 1494, ihr aociely cvnmtmrtd 
■hr renUr nuUicaiinn of aft otReial Jon!* 
nal wkd Crua Auttrelia.
li it produced four limn each tear and 

i« thr ftiti ifKl only luihnritMivc (la| pub- 
ti-.aiHiR produced in Autualia. 11i« ru*ta- 
<me rtmiaint arlirirt about Auaraiian 
and Iniernarional Oiyi and arvociaicd 
matuia.

Since May I9I4, the Ra| Sorieijr of
Auttrulia hat been revUina and updalln| 
the Natinit^ Aiuiralia Bank's *F1au of the 
Naiioiit' chait which is rpeuwd every

The Fla9 Soriet) of AuittaKa it a ntem* 
her of the Initmaiional Federation of 
t^citlolovcai Attociailoiit and bat been 
rcpitKiied a£ (wo Iniernilional Con-
arctiet of Vbxillnleiy the ItihlnMa. 
ortd, Spain (l9(St and the i2ih in San 
Franeitfo, USA (19)11).

The 13lh IntrmaiMinal Conmt of 
Vetillotosy it beine Mated tran* SeMem*' 
bei 24 Ip 2» at the Univcrtiiy of Mei* 
bourne Incaied on the ouitkins of lha 
di/t ctniral butlnen tliurin.

Tlie roaeraai boatlt an impoeuni liM of

.......... .. UK) and te«er»l oetrteii
vrailluhicim and manubclurera.

Other nithlrtbti of the eenmis litdode 
the cabibilion of the S4S.000 Ccealioo 
Bauniuiio of Switzeriand Artitia* Flag 
Colleeiion. a (lag bauar and an ovecnlghl 
*>ill to Oallacal and Echuev

Ftt9 Soelttr of Aualrdnala prwMtit, Aon Stra^an, homo* to It ‘eoughi up mtonotlivloeol

Profile — Elaine Peters
Ndmo: C-laNto <not |ust o houtewHe) P«lert 
Ago; 64.
Moillol alciiutt moirkKl for (43 yeors fo iito 
srjiwi rrronl)
Icsnk cieopunt «t 063 612 061.
Sin numbor: 99.
ObellnoHoit: >S5.5deg. -64.Sdbo.
Moiling nolnh EH«m ^mbollst.
Frico: Srt X 6M. TOS: 211 x dft. SS5. 
iihts: th» Austruiion Notiortoi Flog, cryplie 
ciotswoKis. Uitiled Nations* bfue kt Saga. 
Grokichos: rock music, 'eentia* spoil Mllh on 
'nr' ol the ond, block In Soot.
War aorvleo: Wonwm’t Ifana Arm*
Inioroatsi In Rags front eorloif childhood and 
Rrtt 'Rggt of IhA Emplro* loo-loweia ond ntoro 
poriicuiody, akice 1928, visits to bookshops 
slocking Bonoclough ond Ciomplon. 
ctubi: Flog Sodoty of Auslicilio (founder 
rrtonitMir). wnisit Rarebllt, Rondldos.
HopoK 16 be rich end fornoua.

Grubs, emu and croc 
'real Aussie tucker!'
JUST wliott you thought It woo ante 
10 But aneUior ahrlmp on 'the bor> 
ble; Flog Sodoty of Auotralli prei* 
Uant, Ren Slrsehan tV)e). Intro* 
duead eengreta visHers lo 
Wiichalt)) Grtn Cordon Biau/Shas* 
tick, Emu/Blua Vanlaen and uroeo* dtia Siaalcl

Raatltoit la Ihcte lyyilcal AntUe detica- 
clca wav varied etpecially froni overaraa 
deleiaird

~ll waa grtaC and **Can we tnigialcT* 
were |wa of the motl potilive rotnmanls. 
Ilowcvn. Mine deleialei weten’i loo aura 
about the origit>| or the ditiica.

At tuiy ‘irue-htue* Ausata «1U tdl you 
'wiieheity irvbt* are plump ulihe grttla
M>W.*V l.MB IM .Wa I..K1I...U. ..r Imi*. (a |W«

Itneti Mnld
taling crocodilea b ■ iI Rltalvtly B(
............. . ......t tocal* but liu tL.

gruba and tma. tha meat li decidedly 
tMl*

Other comnteula on theae culinary ac 
Sttiont inchided “Wblt till lt« Mka bi.. 
home beat about (hit," and "It waa worth 
Cuming all ihia diaiarwer 

One delegate wat moR taken with the 
Im'sI beverages and •ectned to Ignttrc lha 
unusual Ikru when hi uid: "Their wince 
are nearly ta good la their ftagtT

MONSTER FUG RAFFLE
THE Monatar Congraas Flag Rattla conialna an imuaual mUtura of 
'gaadlas* Par avacaeaa vlatiora aavaral of lha Itama sra alrlctly Indiga* 
itoua and aheufd ba oparalad or coitaumod with earal
Prtaai arot
* a myalary Mg.
* A |i» arlili bahod baun alalna.
* A pah of ‘utiuatd loeka’ urtetabnad at 
Nat Flag t.
* Ra)^ Kally'a p araitt ena ol Ihoaa) 
valch.
* Ona |ar of Vagamlta.
* Anolhar myatary llag.
* An unwMd Mekai ter tha 1991 hlal* 
bouma Olympia bM.

* Tha Oy trrd of • USA 8ag found In 
Brlibano Irt a bolOa wUh a inaaiaga} 
ahaS latum**.
* Two glaaaaa of Tatra Mvar waiar.
* Tho ruddor from tho Tllanie (ovaraaaa 
elallora fialgM wUI not bo paldl)
* Tho fight molar from CroeotfRa Oun- 
Ooa'a 111 grandlalhar ctoeodHa.
* A read eonalnrcllon algn (ItB ad a 
trucli} itacBng "Flagman ahaad".

HOROSCOPE AND LATE NEWS
USRA (Mpl Sa>9B)
•PlwK ml-M Mtihiu a hr* 1*1 hr hmunAM nmmiO w na
r*wiw •.»>»•*' Ml tM*n. fuw «r a.|> a»*-u» luat

kMUOMM tVvir c»r MUnt I*im n » a h*a>W> nraut IbKWIan O** hi<H>i cUm- AkmoWi (rm tmi w*nlii| Iwi. awfuk Wn
jua «m««v«w*uuo ib a»>.

...... * ' «CW»uwi«*iS w •« M«w k*n*M k*I«

ruiCWwwi IHI ••

FLAG BRIEFS
NATIONAL

WINNER
t Shinaon prk) wIii* AS2.000 Ibr FSA. JIrcwan and Wra Shia- 
aea kouUM the •evl^'t atacnl acemmi levrmty by lubuiiiiint t «n)ga bf a a*w thg fer CRA (Wtwra AeUrtfiil Fi«« 41 af 
kia dni|«a they Khcted an* aad Maga/wBBaAure^Vthlm tStaJIa 
hta — «• tupiad two big oned

NO POLE
Bivce Lnxibrd (Cliyla* Piaaianl Iwan'l gnt • Aag pair al hamol 
TWi an 4ia gl*M of a awa wanicd )oM ane uf ih* }04 ftu pukt 
nhlch areoauidt ili«ana ytat eW magnimeiM PailitnwnilleuM

RETIRED
If Ik* Baa. StvaKh R«ai

..................... ,_anutl anJ Rkhaidw) i._
lha iadaairg Thanki fee yaur tuppan guya.

FINGER UCKIN’
Matkaw Bectham, aur young veto bam NSW It kera. He aiktd Kmlucky Fried Orkkn in llialr lOA 8^ ;A at tb* Camubell- 
lawa Mora. KFCtaU ye* tai have It far AtlOQ. A thlnt pUic 
Iratkc} ef Mala walked H back la hit hame tbnwik lha irtihe and 
ytt. h new proudly Biai Raya bwm Ma ban gaiM Fb«n ikUn’ 
gaodi wyi Mm.

TRAVELLER
m bam avrtitM nilk l

BEST WISHES
Al Alt au’.m'aiwr will in*H awmml thr wmU with vnew t« 
bag hunic bwfli rtu Amlfaha* runpim. ihr IDA wlih Nav* „ 
wiiict I* ranvtM* DavU tfeai uvlt). Sag atti|Mr Jatk* (gini 
deilaaX eammUie* and alHndttA

BOOMERANG
A* ttvair. bal |eu*d htuac aam* back tika a banmnand fehn 
CaPbeJVicI ha* heat patud la Englaml by hk rompaap tahn 
will wdiy b* mlurd Am kwa year* bm hn pramhad la anlia avtry

THE HILL WITH A B.AQ
itwM ««xa vblian wn b* laiartMrd la nau that FUttMff 
‘~ - u named early kH Cvalarr whra ftaii writ li ........ *i> Fwi rWW^y lUth



OFFICIAL
OPENING

CEREMONY

MONDAY 
25 SEPTEMBER



13TH INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS 
OF VEXILLOLOGY 
OF THE INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF 
VEXILLOLOGICAL ASSOCIATIONS 
MELBOURNE AUSTRALIA 24-29 SEPTEMBER 1989

G'DAY MATE - WELCOME!

On behalf of the Executive and the 13th ICV Organising Committee of the Flag Society of 
Australia L would like to welcome you to the 13 th International Congress of Vexillology and to 
the City of Melbourne for the first gathering in the southern hemisphere of vexillologists fi'om 
around the world.

Melbourne has played an important part in the vexilllological history and culture of Australia. The 
first version of the. national flag of the newly established Commonwealth of Australia was 
announced and first raised in Melbourne in September 1901. This followed an exhibition of all 
32,823 entries in the 1901 National Flag exhibition. During the 1956 Summer Olympic Games 
the flags of 67 competing countries flew over Melbourne.' The city of Melbourne is within easy 
distance of the home of Australia's renowned Eureka Flag, at Ballarat. This flag was raised in 
December 1854 by goldminers protesting against restrictive and oppressive laws. To celebrate 
Victoria's 150th anniversary in 1984-85, a large flagpole was erected at the northern entrance to 
Melbourne's business district. This flagmast has flown the Victorian and Australian flags since.

Melbourne's vexillological history is complemented further in having seen the foundation of the 
Flag Society of Australia in 1983 and in now acting as host city for the 13th International 
Congress of Vexillology.

The 13th ICV organising committee thanks all those who are taking part and otherwise 
supporting the staging of the Congress in Melbourne.

RALPH GC BARTLETT 
Secretary
13 th ICV Coordinator, Flag Society of Australia
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CONGRESS TIMETABLE
DAYl SUNDAY, 24 SEPTEMBER 1989)

0900 (9.00 am) Registration at Queen’s College, University of Melbourne.
1700 (5.00 pm) (Queen's College Dining Hall Foyer)
1350 (1.50 pm) Welcoming Sightseeing Melbourne Tour.
1650 (4.50 pm) (Optional)
1830 (6.30 p.m.) Welcoming Reception at Queen's College (Lade Room)

DAY 2 MONDAY, 25 SEPTEMBER 1989

0830 (8.30 am) Official Opening of the Congress.
(Newman College, University of Melbourne.)

0930 (9.30 am) Lecture Sessions (Theatre D - Old Arts).
1200 (12.00 noon) Lunch on Campus (Union House).
1300 (1.00 pm) Discussion Seminar (Theory) - (South Basement St. Mary's)
1530 (3.30 pm) Artists Flags (Baumann Collection)

- Dining Hall, Queen's College
1600 (4.00 pm) Australian-Pacific Flag Exhibition (Queen's College)
1600 (4 pm) Australian-Pacific Flag Exhibition (Queen's College)

1700 (5.00 pm) Discussion Seminar (Commercial).
(St. Mary's College - South Basement).

1830 (6.30 pm) Dinner (Residential Colleges or elsewhere).
2000 (8.00 pm) F.I.A.V. General Assembly Meeting.

(South Basement, St Mary's College)

DAY 3 TUESDAY, 26 SEPTEMBER 1989

0900 (9.00 am) Lecture Sessions (Theatre D - Oid Arts).
1200 (12.00 noon) Lunch on Campus (Union House).
1330 (1.30 pm) Flag Bazaar (St. Mary's College -South Basement).

1530 (3.30 pm) Seminar (Problems) - St. Mary's College,West Hall).

1700 (5.00 pm) Free Time.
1800 (6.00 pm) Dinner (Residentiai Colleges or elsewhere).

2000 (8.00 pm) Discussion Seminar - Methodoiogy (South Basment, St Mary's 
(Accompanying Persons)

0930 (9.30 am) Royal Melbourne Zoo Tour and Lunch.



DAY 4 WEDNESDAY, 27 SEPTEMBER 1989

0700 (7.00 am) Depart Queen's College (Melbourne) for Ballarat.
0900 (9.00 am) Lecture Sessions - (Victoria Theatre - Sovereign Hill).
1030 (10.30 am) Tour of Sovereign Hill (Ballarat).
1300 (1pm) Lunch (Victoria Theatre). ^

Guest Speaker: Ballarat City Librarian
1430 (2.30 pm) View Eureka Flag (Ballarat Fine Arts Gallery).
1645 (4.45 pm) City of Ballarat Civic Reception (Ballarat Town Hall).
1730 (5.30 pm) View Eureka Stockade Monument.
1800 (6.00 pm.) Arrive at the Mid-City Motel (Ballarat).
1830 (6.30 pm) Dinner - (Mid-City Motel or elsewhere).
2030 (8.30 pm) F.I.A.V. General Assembly Meeting.

(Sovereign Conference Room, Mid-City Motel).

DAY 5 THURSDAY, 28 SEPTEMBER 1989

0700 (7.00 am) Depart Mid-City Motel (Ballarat) for Echuca.
1030 (10.30 a.m.) Lecture Sessions (Rivers Reception Rooms - Echuca).
1200 (12.00 noon) Civic Welcome Mayor of Echuca

Lunch (Rivers Reception Rooms).
1330 (1.30 pm) Paddlesteamer Cruise, Murray River.
1430 (2.30 pm) Port of Echuca Tour.
1630 (4.30 pm) Depart Echuca for Melbourne.
1900 (7.00 pm) Dinner (Restaurants - Melbourne).
2100 (9.00 pm) Discussion Seminar (Methodology) Tutorial Room, St Mary's.

DAY 6 FRIDAY, 29 SEPTEMBER 1989

0800 (8.00 am) Australian Historical Flags Ceremony (Royal Exhibition Buildings)
1030 (10.30am) Lecture Sessions (Theatre D - Old Arts).
1230 (12.30 pm) Barbeque Lunch- (St. Mary's College).
1430 (2.30 pm) Tour of Carroll & Richardson Flags Pty Ltd Tour, Blackburn
1730 (5.30 pm) Free Time.
1900 (7.00 pm) Congress Gala (Closing) Dinner (St. Mary's College).

Feature: Dance of the Seven Flags
Official Closing of the Congress



Matthew Beetham 
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