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i % i1 L Britain

Far many years the Jiragon Hanner was the fighting stendard of tha Kipga
of Bngland, and it L2 81ill an Important opblem of Brili.in. A rod dre-
gan an the green and white Fielil of the Tudor's is the badge and Tlag
of the Prinelpality of Males, o dragan 18 cne of the suppartera of the
Arod of Londen, & herald ol ihe College of Lrns has bhe title Rouge
Iragan; and Prince Charlas; our praspemt Prince of Wales has a red dra=
gon af the smbler and [lag ol lhe h=ligopler equadfon Lhat he commanda.
So that mytihical beast ihe dragon has lived in Iritain for nmany many
FRRTH,

Tha legend of the dragon existe im many aountrias, tha sarliast known
rafarance to him je in the chronicles of Yhe systericus Yellaow Emperar
who ig reputed %o have ruled China in the year Eﬂﬁﬁ E,C, PFarhups the
criginal ancestor of the dragens was the aerpeat In the Garden of Blen,
for he is mentioned in the FPsalms, psalm 91 " the young lior and the
dragen thow ahalt trample under thy feet". Thia ie Balieved i have
Been one ol the early pealms, cdated about B0 B.C, and not onc of those
writtan by David.

It was the Romans wha brought the Pirst dragon bannece te England,
and bhe Romana got them from a tribs of wild horsensn whe Lived in
#0i th Russia. Theose were the Sarmatlans, and thay medo such a nofsance
af themaelves that the Resand then apg cavalry In Lhelp army:this wae
in the 2nd centucy LuTy The Sarmatian dragon was sheped scomething liks
the wind sock that e pee Clying at sir [ields, it bhad 4 head of &
dragen and in the Lail was a whirfle tha® emitied a loud wailing sound
as the wild horsamen: gelloped alengs The Sermatiqns ney well have been,
ka8 50 many of Ghepe ponadic tribes wees, of Tarisrs origin, anZ L3 have
mot +hnir'£ragnn! fron tha Chinere, for theas dragoen banners Wour &
striking resamblance to Lhe dragen xiter ol China. I well remecber
these when os a small bSoy we lived in Ching. They wore [lown st the
festival ol Ghina new yea¥, and like lhe banners of the Sarmatiane,
hid & whigtle in their tailr,

Aftazr the dsparture of the Romars England alipped Inta the so called
dark ggen, at rogsent work by arechaeolagists is rovealing much mora
4l these times. The legendary atories of Yortipgen and Ciher Perdragon,
and his nephew,er perhape hie son, King Arthur and the magiclen Merlin
are [ound to have a Lasls of Grath, although tha$ truth in very difle-
rent from tha farous renange "de Morti d'Arthur" of 3ir Thomas Mallory
waich was writfon in the fourtheonth century. The story starta with
King Yortigen and hie traitor mon wha tried to placate the Saxon in-
wadars; and Uther whe fought and defeated Shem and then as the old sto-
ry has it "There came forth a comet of amszing size and brightnase,
shapad like a dragen, end after Uther had conquered his enemiea and
beaf made King he remenbersd thie and crdersd two dragons to be made
in gold, llke the dragon that he had seen In the zones. fna of thesa
he pregented 1o Winchesbter Cabhedral and one he kepb ns his banners,
andi after this he was collad Diher Pandragon', This otory can not be
taken too llteally, there are xnown ihacewraciea, for Inatance at the
tines that Uther Fendragon was suppoeed to hRve prasented his dragon
banper to Wincheator Cathedral, that La about the yeawr 400 A.D, the
gathedral at Wincheater had not been built, =mo it was probably ta the
grcat church st Gloatombury thet the golden dragon. wag piven. Then
there wap King Arthur and hie knights of the Round Table. A Tairy estiory
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it one with & basis of fac®, Lhers was no ging" Arinar, bub Artlur
axlsted, ne was a prominent Anglo=Eoman nokle, Tuke Acthur. He rallied
the urlilsh and for some yerts held up tha advance of the Saxone. He
iz reputsd %o have Tpught many pattles mgainst the invaders, the moot
Capmoug of hie victerles baing that of Bladon Hill,; which fa sald te bae
in southers Brgland, though the sita is not eeriain. In this baitle
Acthur s said te have fought under the wponers of the dragon and bha
Virgin Hary, for Arvthur was a dovout Chriatian.

There Lz further avidence that dragmms were well known in thase tlmaa.
Just belars the last war, in the year 1335 tha remains of a wondarfal
shlp ware [aund in Bastern Fngland, tha Eukton Eoo ship. This was a
saxon ship of abaut the yeaz 659 &.D. and burded with 1% wag & callea-
tion af jewela and cther besutiful objecte, one of which was a shield
dagarated with dragens rather blrd like dragons, Tedern neraldists
night call tham grillfins. Thiw shisld ie belleved ko have been of Scan-
dinavisn workmanship. All these treasuraes are now in the British Hu-
setim. ARd Rlsc we know that dragons weps knewn o tho Fikinga who des-
conded on Dagland in the ninth and tenth centureis, [T their Tlghting
or long shipe were known ag dragon or gnake ships, ard carried dragen
haaks on thelr bows and dragon talls on thelr sierns.

Then we come to Williom of Normandy'o imvasion of England in 10688 AT
and the Batkls of Haatinge, and tharce we kKnow thal King Hareld ol Eng=-
land Fought under a dragen banner, and what 1a more we have @ very good
pictura of thie La the Bayeux Tepistry, whioh iz vary helplful, fer al-
though much has been wrltten ahout the dragon bannegsd, thare are wery
faw picturap of these.

fn=. i thase banners of which w have a very good deseripiion 12 thas
of Henryy I11I. Henry ITI was an odd characker, bput vhat concerns us Wal
that he loved beautiful Lhings gnd wag given %o gocd worke. And cne af
the things by whigh hg ls remenbered L5 that he Tebuilt Wostmineder
Abbay, surely one of the nost baautilul af gothis ¢hurches, and &t
stands to-day, mach as 1t was after Lt nad pean rabuilt by Henzy. Henry
not only rebullt the Abbay, ®tut also spdeved it with meny beawtiful
ohjecte, one of which was a dragon banner..: "he cemmanded Edvard FL3-
soda to ogre = dragon in bhe manner of a standard or analgn &f red sa=
nit, ts be eobroidered with gold, and his tongas to appear as though
gontinuelly moving, and hig eyes of sappnizes ar ohlor stones agros-
able %o hin".

fenry IIT'e sxtravaganciz=s and love of beautiful things got him Lnta
nonetry difficuliies, and alsa his tave of loarelgn faveuritise was not
looked upon with any pleapure. Thinge cana ta 2 head in Sh= year 1264
whan bhe harens, led bty Simon de Hantfort, Farl af lelepatar, rebelled.
Simon de-Montfort deleated tha King at the Batile of Lewis, & tawn in
southern England. It is cecopded that the King Lowght under the eana
Aragon banner which he had presented to Weptninster Altey. Incidentally
thers bs an amuglng stozy of how Zimen da Monifort used flaga as & sies
tagen tonelp to defeat his eneny, for although owing te his superiaz
nlYttary skill ha wan the battle he Was heavily putnunbered by the arny
6f the King. Sinoh hed o large baggage WAEEOMN, and this he caused to

ho protected by heawy lron platee. 411 that weTe in it wara a few old
gamp followers whe were miigliaring [rom tha battle, buat de Mentforh
calsed & nunber ol his standards, a whike licr rampant with a [oTked
till on a red fleld, arcund the waggen So make it look 1like his head-
quarters. Ineon@egaonce Prinee Edward, afterwacde King Bdward I, onsa
ol England ! ar grentant monoraln apont o gonalderable time subduing this



fake fors, whilst deo Hontfort waes busy down the Toad attacking and dg-
feating the maln body of the Royal iroope.
Ag I have sald there ars pany records of dragon banners being used in
battles, but there are very fow potual picturss ol theee, cra 1. hava
mantigned, the Drapen of Eing Hareld at the Battle of Hastings, Lhe
Gther comes from a meet wnusual place,
One is inclingd toe think that lgbour trowdles are a nodarn PHENORERGH
but this is not so, In about the year 12 48 England waa vieited by A
terrible sceourge, the Black Death, which 1a setimated £o0 have killed
about hall the pepulation of England. Thie caused a grvie shortage ol
labeur and thess who wore left etruck for nore money. The wagas which
weze flxad by stabtufe for a plougnan wap ten shillings a yesr, and Lhey
aaked for € 2, In passing we can also nota thei the fixing of wagas. by
law alsa dees aesp bo be a modern inovation | And whan these Mk, fal b=
Ly from the aounties arcund London, and tao the east, ateuek they did it
ln po wncertein manner, Lor somae &0,000 pon marched on Landen, This ia
known ga the rebeéllion of Wat Tyler, [er he wac ong of their Leaders,
although the raal leader and instigator was & pri=at, John Dull [pov
a natignal hero), and alsa one Jack Steaw. Strange that Jack Slraw is
the only one to have B me=marial, if it can be called that, & public
house on Happetead Heath, & suburb af Londen, oallad Jack Straw's
Captla,
Tha Qavertment was unprepared for this rising, and the young King
Rlohard II, who was little more than g boy, parleved with the rabals
and agraod that their desanda should be ned. He tald them to return to
their willages, but each village to leave behind tws men ta whom, whan
it had been written, ha would give a lekber telling ‘thair smplyers that
thely vages should ba inopeaped. And as a sign he gave each delegaticon
@ne of kla Koysl Gtandards, so that all would know what he wae doing.
Tha majerity returned o their villages, but & number, led by Was Tyler
remained in Landon where they ran amok, rioting, pillaging and burning
important bufldings, ameng which was tha Famous Savey, the rasidencs
ol the Tuke of Lancaster. They alss got into the Tower af London,
where Shay found and murdered the Areh Bishap of Cantorbury. Ir this
timg the gavernment forces had become crganised and the rebels waze
directed <o meet the Eing amain. This they did at Spltallalde, on bhe
outskirte of the city, &t firat the robels, and partiouiarly Wat Tyler
ware very Sruculant, so much that tha Lerd HMayor of London drew hip
sword and killed him, With this the rebele lost heart, and seeing the
forzep arrayed ageinst then gave in. This whols etory is given in great
detail in the famous contemporary hlatery, the Chromicles of Froissart,
and tha atoxy ip illustrated BY twos very beautiful 1iltle paintinga.
In cne we see the firat meebing of the King and the rabals, and in the
other wee s9@ the sedond meeting, On ¢ne side of the picture we ses the
killing of Wat Tyler by the Mayour af Lendon, and on Sha other aide bha
King ie confronting the rekbels. We @as that the Royal Forges, on ihe
"dexter" slde are carrying the Royal Standard of the bhree ians and
tha thres [leurs da lye. And we aer the Febels on thes other side ara
carrying a pannon with the Red Crose of St. deorge and alws a rad pen-
nan oh Whith i= a goiden dragon. From this it is Tair to assume thak
the Royal Flaga that tho Xlng gave to the rabela wers not the Royal
Standard proper, but his Dragen Standard, for this pennen L8 very eipni=
lar to Lhe one of Henry III of which we crly have & descripiion, bub
ro pleture., It is strange that we Cind an actual pisture of & dragan
babnar in thia unusual eetting.



A1l this happened in the year 1381, In about the year 401 dwen Glen-
dowsr, a noble of Wales, adopied the red dragon ac hls badgs, and Li
hea Tenzined the badge and bvanner of Wales to this day, Some say She
Weldl dragon was chooen by Owan Slopdewsr beoauss it wam the epblom of
Uther Pendragon, whe has been mentioned and whe vaa & Oelt and not Eap-
1ian, and lived much of his 1ife on the vorders ol England and Wales,
This nay be o, but L1 seems sgually likely that he took it as 5t wae
recognisad as the enblen and banner of s fighting man.

In 1465 the war af tha Roses had besn raging for elghty fiwe yearas.
This was the aivil war beiwesn the Houee of Langaster, ihe Ted rasa,
ahd tha Heuss of York, the white, The fight was between these fwo great
houses bath of whenm ¢lalnad the throne of England, it was a war, which
though flarcaly fought did net groatly sffect the ardinary people of
England. Howsvar in 1485 a Welsh gentleman, Henry Tuder, Earl of Rich-
nond and of the House of Lancaster, landed in Walee, ahd ralsing the
dragon banner af Owen Glendover met and deleated King Richard I1I on
Bapworth Fiald.He becpme MHenrl VII and the [oundsr of the Tudor Dynaaty
ong of the moat Camsuwa in our history whoee best Known MORATENS were
Hepry ¥III and Ruaen Elizabeth I. The Tudors kept the dragon ap Ghelir
pmblam, it begaps ¢ne of the supparters of thair Rpyal ATRa. Henry

¥II ypresentod s dragon banner B0 3t. Pauls Cathadral, and thip waz pra-
bably dilfferent to thet we saw usad by Richard II Iin the Wat Tyler re-
belion, It was probably rectagnlar; grasn and white, the Tudor colours
wibh Lhe red dragen upen L&, Dosworth Field §8 eald te have been bhe
lact baitle a% wnich tle dragon banper was caccied by a King of Zng=-
land. But &8s [ Aald at the bagioning of thip avkicle, tha dragon is
stl1l cne of cur Eritish banters and enblens.

And finally [ will say agein whal I bave alresdy ssid that it ie exae-
perating thet we heve g0 naby memtlons of dragen banners, and so Lew
plotures of thems There are many pictures of ships of Tudor times f£1y-
ing mrny Tlags, the Twdor roge, the Faathar of the Twdors and a0 on,
tut never the dragon, and so whal ke must really have looked like can
cnly b= a guesp.

The Dragon Banner of the King's of Ergland
THaing extraets fren "A Mistory of Erlfain and her Flags®™, maw in
preparation by Jean Wilaon MiA. [Oxon)
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